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Collective Employment
of New Graduates

Every year, Japanese companies
recruit students expecting to
graduate from undergraduate
and graduate schools, making
informal job offers to the students
to start work as soon as they
graduate.
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Schedule of Job Search Activities

Most Japanese companies have a similar
recruiting schedule, which is reviewed each
year. Formal job search activities for entering
companies begins over one year prior to
your graduation.

* Students starting at university in September will have
the same job search schedule as students who start
at university in the following spring. Some companies

may hire all-year round or for fall entry, make sure you
check with the company.
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Employment Tests

Recruitment examinations at
Japanese companies are
tests to assess your basic
abilities in Japanese,
mathematics and English,
and they conduct successive
individual and group
interviews to narrow down
the number of candidates.
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Entering Companies in April

In many countries outside Japan, students start at
university in September; whereas in most Japanese
educational institutions, students start in April and
graduate in March.

So, (with some exceptions) many Japanese companies
recruit new graduates based on the assumption
they will enter their companies in April.
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About Residence Status

International students who wish to work in Japan will need
to change their residence status to working. Before you
apply to the Immigration Bureau of Japan, you will need
to have some documents issued by the company from
which you have received informal your job offer. Be prompt
about preparing these documents required for your visa
application to be on time to start at the company on April 1.
Your visa permission may require one to three months to
process after you submit your application to the Immigration
Bureau. If your application documents are insufficient or
incomplete, you may have to re-apply.
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Campus schedule
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[Summer - July] Internship Guidance and Information Sessions [Fall/Winter - October] Internship Programs
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Self-analysis and industry research, internships, visits to alumni
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Release of Job Information from Companies Start of hiring process
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participating in company briefing sessions from March
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Fall, Winter and Spring Internships are Short-Term
and Short Project-Work based

WEHEA Year-Round (Rolling) Recruitment
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Advice from Alumni

e Social Studies 2022 Graduate

You will be busy in your 2nd year with your research and job hunting
so it is best if you can earn credits during your 1st year.

It is a good idea to take language tests or get a driver’s license if you
think it will be useful for your future job.

Everyone experiences rejection when job hunting, but don’t let that
get you down. Consult the Career Center or someone for help. You
may be thinking that job hunting is scary but as long as you prepare it
isn’t so bad. Attending guidance sessions, at the university is a good
way to prepare.

¢ STEM 2021 Graduate

Make sure that you can communicate your research to others in an
easy to understand way.

If you want to go into R&D make sure that you have an idea what you
want to do.

Having a good relationship with your professor and classmates is
helpful for when you have to job hunt. Classmates can provide
healthy competition through supporting each other.

Frequently Agked Questione

Q. Are Internships Required?

A. Participating in an internship is not required. However, you can
gain useful information and practice for job hunting therefore we
recommend participating in an internship.

o

. Can you search for jobs after graduation?

A. Yes, you can continue to job hunt after graduation. Please note
that international students must have a valid residence status to
job hunt in Japan. After graduating you may apply for a
Designated Activities “Job Hunting” residence status to stay up
to 1 year in Japan to job hunt.

Q. 1don’t think my Japanese is sufficient yet.
Can | still find work?

A. If you have a N2 level or higher you can apply to many
companies so we suggest you work towards getting N2. If you do

not have an N2 level the number of companies you can apply to
will be limited.

From Job Hunting to Entering the Company
DEntry
(@Selection Process (Tests, Interviews)
®Job Offer (Accepting Offer)
@Picking which company to join (Declining Offer)
®Changing Residence Status
®Events or Training before entering the company

Ryukatsu Ja22ohY

https://ryugakusei.com/ [=]

Japan Jobs M < FE
https://www.gakujo.ne.jp/2022/contents/japanjobs/index.html

About the Career Center

Location: First Floor, Building 2
Office Hours: Mon-Fri (Excl. Holidays) 10:00-16:30
(Counter closed 11:30-12:30 for lunch)

PC and Reference materials may be viewed
when the counter is closed for lunch.
May be closed other times due to school schedule or events.

Tel: 03-3238-3581 Email: career-co@sophia.ac.jp
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Introduction

The rapid globalization of Japanese companies and
the higher number of international students hoping to
study in Japan and find jobs in these companies has,
in recent years, been encouraging Japanese
companies to hire more international students.
However, it is unlikely that many Japanese companies
will lower their hiring standards for them, and finding
jobs in Japan will remain a difficult hurdle for
international students.

If you are thinking of finding a job in Japan, you should
begin preparing for your job search as early as possible.
What you want to do, where you want to work and
how to plan your job-hunting schedule is extremely
important in order to satisfactorily find a job.

This pamphlet will provide basic information so that
you may start to prepare for job-hunting in Japan.





