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Preventing research misconduct
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The university has established the Sophia University Guidelines for Academic Research Ethics,
which defines the following researcher duties:
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Research Misconduct
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(Duties of Researchers)

Article 4 1.Prevention of misconduct in academic research

As amatter of course, Researchers shall not commit or be complicit in the committing of fabrication, falsification or plagiarism in any aspect
of research activities. Additionally, they shall be thorough in the recording, storage and proper handling of data obtained in their
investigations. Researchers shall also strive to create a research environment that is conducive to the forestalling of misconduct.

Those who are in the position of supervising research shall manage the research activities and attend to the Researchers under their
supervision in order to prevent misconduct.
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As a student at Sophia University, it is important to understand which activities are considered research misconduct and avoid
carrying out or otherwise assisting such activities. Furthermore, it is vital to learn correct methods and rules for handling data and

|
document sources, and to properly record and store data and other such information, in order to prevent your data, writing and
other contributions from being suspected for misconduct. - u
We place great importance on academic freedom and respect your autonomy in research activities as well as your right to carry U . )
out research in pursuit of truth. However, be aware that you are held to high ethical standards and thus must carry out research To A” Sophia Univer Si

activities in an honest and responsible manner. ’n Pursu’t Of Honest an :
and Research Activities
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The definition of "research"
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Many people feel that the concept of
"research" has little relation to their own
lives. According to the Digital Daijisen
Japanese-language dictionary, research is
defined as " detailed investigation into, and
deep meditation on, ideas and concepts in
order to elucidate facts, truth and so forth."
This definition is useful—it can apply, for
example, to reports written as part of
classwork, and also to discussions held in
the classroom.

In this handbook, the term "research" also
includes learning activities. Because the
concept has close connections with your
activities, we hope you will make an effort to
understand it fully.
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Research Misconduct
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The results of research aimed at developing

Fabrication
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Falsification

new knowledge through the continuous,
sustained pursuit of truth and fact should,
ideally, be publicized in a form that enables
objective verification and then subjected to
close examination and evaluation.

Research misconduct is any action that
inhibits this process, and therefore must be
avoided at all costs. You are most likely
aware that cheating on your final examina-
tions is a form of misconduct. It is also
important to understand that the actions
described below are considered forms of
research misconduct. Make sure to monitor
your own activities carefully, and if you feel ﬁ m

that something you have done may fall into Plagiarism
any of the following categories, please con-

sult with a faculty member.
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When submitting an academic paper or
document, listing oneself as an author
despite lack of authorship status, or not
listing oneself as an author despite
having authorship status.

Be aware that the following
actions may also be consid-
ered research misconduct.
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Making up data or research/experiment results, etc.
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Creating data and/or records despite never having carried out any related
[Ex.] experiment, investigation, survey or interview, and using said data and/or
records in a report or academic paper.
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Manipulating research materials, equipment , or processes to
change data or results obtained from research activities.
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[Ex.] Arbitrarily rewriting experimental data in order to support or prove your own
*= conclusion.
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Appropriating the ideas, analyses, analytical methods, data,
research results, research paper(s), or terminology (when the
terminology is coined and used only by specific researcher),
without obtaining the permission of the researchers or giving
appropriate credit.
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Using any section of a website, book, another student's/teacher's report, or similar
[Ex.] (including copying and pasting) in your own report or academic paper without
citing the source.
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Please note that the misuse of
research funds (deposit money,
fraudulent official trips, fraudulent
remuneration) is also a form of
research misconduct.

BHCRRFEAHDIVISRIBHDRN %, M
DEMERENTRTBTBE
Submitting a work that has already been

published, or submitted and under consider-
ation by, another academic publication.
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Penalties
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If any misconduct is discovered in your
reports or exams, you will be subjected to
the same strict penalties as when caught
cheating on a final examination. Not only will
you receive a failing grade (F) in the relevant
course, your grades in other courses may
be affected as well.

Depending on the type of misconduct, you
may be expelled or suspended; in the case
of suspension, you will be unable to com-
plete your degree in four years (the standard
degree course duration). Your scholarships
may be canceled, and you may be disquali-
fied from programs sponsored by Sophia
University including international student
exchange programs. Furthermore, other
members of the school may be notified of
your misconduct. In the case of misconduct
on a dissertation, you will be denied your
degree.

If any misconduct is found relating to a
paper you have submitted to an academic
journal, you may also be subjected to
severe social sanctions.




