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“I saved that university for you!” (Ich hab’ Euch die Universitit gerettet!) This was
Cardinal Bea’s spontaneous reaction as we were introduced to him one by one
during his visit in the summer of 1962 to the Jesuit tertian house (Terziat) in
Miinster and he learned that I had come from Sophia University (Jochi Daigaku) in
Tokyo.! This was true indeed: In 1929, the superior general of the Society of Jesus
had appointed Augustin Bea (1881-1968) as visitor (Visitator) to Japan. Bea, who
had served from 1921 to 1924 as the first provincial superior of the newly founded
Southern German Province of the Society of Jesus, was at the time rector of the
Pontifical Biblical Institute. As visitor he was charged with surveying and reporting
back to the superior general about the current situation at Sophia University in
Tokyo and the overall state of the Jesuit mission in Japan. The immediate occasion
for his appointment had been the decision by Hermann Hoffmann SJ (1864-1937),
president of the university since its founding in 1913, to sell the university’s premises
in central Tokyo, purchase instead a generous tract of land in the city’s outskirts,
and rebuild the university there from scratch.

To preview Bea’s conclusion regarding this matter, let us listen to what he had to
say about the decision reached at the Jesuit consult that he convened in Tokyo in July
1929. Having “thoroughly worked his way through” the plans drawn up for rebuilding
the university, Bea believed himself in a position to “now decide the preliminary
question of where the construction should take place” He thus had “summoned the

consult yesterday [2 July 1929], on the Feast of the Mother of God.”? He relates:

1 30 August 1962. See “Historia Domus Monasterensis Tertiae Probationis B. M. V. Reginae
Soc. Jesu”; APECES] (Zentraleuropaische Provinz der Jesuiten, Archiv Miinchen / Central
European Province of the Jesuits, Munich Archive), Sec. 290, No. 209, 29, p. 189. Tertianship
is a final year of Jesuit training prior to taking final vows.

2 A consult is a formal convocation of the “consultors” (or counsellors) appointed to advise
the head of a particular Jesuit community or larger unit. Bea noted that on this occasion,
in addition to the regularly designated consultors he had also included “Hans Miiller

[Johannes Bapt. Miiller SJ; 1892-1956] as a representative of the youngest generation.”



In order to be entirely sure, I first submitted the prior question to the fathers of
whether they believed that yet another essential element might intervene which
had not been sufficiently considered or examined already. All responded in
unison that everything had been duly weighed and considered, and that they
saw no reason for further postponing the question of the “where,” which was a
precondition for everything else and without which it was impossible to proceed.
Thereupon I formally put the question of where the university should be built.
... All were unanimously of the opinion that the university must be built at its
present site. Following the consultations and visitations of the preceding days
the matter seemed evident to me, and thus I decided the question ad maiorem
Dei gloriam (to the greater glory of God) to this effect. May the Lord now give
his blessing to all else that remains! I may, by the way, add that all of the fathers of
the house are of the same opinion. Only Rev. Fr. Larbolette suggested at first that
the university should be moved out to Chitose and the middle school be built
at the present site—a view hardly warranting discussion and which he himself
retracted upon due consideration.> Hence the announcement of the decision
caused universal rejoicing, and I do not doubt that Your Paternity will also
rejoice, since thus a site will be preserved for the Society that offers extraordinary
advantages for the apostolate of the educated, while also providing ample space

for a university of three to four thousand students.*

Franz Xaver Larbolette S] (1875-1938) was the superior of the Jesuits serving in the Apos-
tolic Vicariate of Hiroshima-Okayama, which had been assigned to the Jesuits as a mission
territory. (An apostolic vicariate is a jurisdiction responsible for church activities in areas
where a diocese does not exist.) At the time the Hiroshima-Okayama Mission and the Jesuit
community at Sophia were organizationally separate, and Larbolette was not a member of
the latter community. As superior of the Hiroshima-Okayama Mission, however, he took
part in the Jesuit consult that Bea had convened in Tokyo. For Chitose, see below, pp. 33-34.

Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 3 July 1929, to Superior General Wlodimir Led6chowski SJ, Rome; ARSI

(Archivum Romanum Societatis Iesu / Roman Archive of the Society of Jesus), Japan 1401-IIL, 1.



Bea’s decision followed much prior debate within the local Jesuit community

and a long and complex prehistory, with which he had to deal during his visitation.

Developments Leading to the Founding of Sophia University

The resumption of the Jesuit mission in Japan in the early twentieth century
presented the Jesuit General Curia (headquarters) in Rome with many unknowns
and unforeseen developments. What had brought about this mission and the
founding of a university in Tokyo on the part of the Society of Jesus (reestablished
in 1814 after a period of close to fifty years of almost worldwide suppression)? Who
would be its backers, financially as well as in terms of personnel? How should the
mission and the university be presented: in Japanese, German, English, or Latin?
What were its chances for survival and how could that be secured during a time
marked by political catastrophe—the First World War, with all its social and
economic ramifications, culminating in the break-up of the Eastern and Central
European monarchies and the German inflation of 1923—as well as a local but no
less devastating natural disaster, the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923?

Everything started with a refusal: In his history of the early years of the
university, Theodor Geppert SJ (1904-2002) relates that as late as 1827 the second
superior general of the reestablished Society, Luigi Fortis SJ (1748-1829), had to
refuse the offer of an East Asian mission (Korea) from the Sacred Congregation of
Propaganda Fide owing to a lack of priests.” His successor, Jan Philipp Roothaan
SJ (1785-1853), was able to dispatch an initial contingent of Jesuit missionaries to
East Asia only in 1840 when he sent three Jesuits to China (Shanghai). This move
was linked to the hope that it would provide an entryway into the still closed Japan,

5  Theodor Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 1. The Sacred Congregation of
Propaganda Fide, or Propagation of the Faith (known today as the Congregation for the

Evangelization of Peoples), is the Vatican office in charge of missionary activities.



“irrigated by the sweat and blood of so many heroic companions.”® This hope was
not to be soon realized, and Roothaan, likely upon pressure from the Vatican, had to
issue a strict order to the Jesuits in China to not try to undertake activities in Japan
“without having received clear and formal authorization from Rome.” Subsequently
the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide confirmed per its letter of 7 September
1852 to Superior General Roothaan that a separate apostolic vicariate had been
established for Japan and responsibility for the mission there had been definitively
entrusted to the Paris Foreign Missions Society.’

Even after the opening of Japan to intercourse with the Western powers in
the 1850s and the discovery of the Old Christians in Nagasaki in 1865, it would
take decades before the Jesuits regained a foothold in the country in 1908. Other
orders and congregations were faster on the scene. The Sisters of the Infant Jesus
(St. Maur) entered Japan as early as 1872 and in 1875 proceeded to establish an
orphanage for seventy children, albeit still within the confines of the treaty port
concession of Tsukiji in Tokyo. Next were the Congregation of the Sisters of the
Infant Jesus of Chauffailles (1877), the Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres (1878), and
the Marianist Brothers (1887). At the invitation of Alexandre Berlioz (1852-1929),
bishop of Hakodate,® nine Trappist monks arrived in Hokkaido on 28 October
1896. Franciscan and Trappist nuns followed two years later. In 1904, Dominicans
established themselves in Ehime Prefecture on Shikoku (Matsuyama). In 1907,

Franciscan friars arrived in Hokkaido (19 January), while the Steyler Fathers

6  Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 2.

7  Congregatio de Propaganda Fide, Rome, 7 September 1852, to Superior General Jan
Philipp Roothaan S], Rome; ARSI, Japan 1001-X, 6; Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia
University, p. 3.

8  The Apostolic Vicariate of Hakodate was established on 17 April 1891 and made a diocese
on 15 June the same year. Encompassing the Tohoku region as well as Hokkaido, it was
entrusted to the Paris Foreign Missions Society. Alexandre Berlioz, a member of the

Foreign Missions Society, served as bishop from 1891 to 1927.



established a community in Akita (Northern Honshi) on 28 September. In 1908,
the Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (Sacre Coeur, 1 January) and the Holy Spirit
Missionary Sisters (also from Steyl, 28 June) preceded the Jesuits, who arrived on
18 October.

While, on the Catholic side, Japan thus remained for a considerable time
the exclusive mission field of the Paris Foreign Missions Society, other Christian
groups, most of them American, had become active soon after Japan's reopening.
James Curtis Hepburn (1815-1911), a physician and lay Presbyterian missionary,
arrived as early as 1859. To him are owed the romanization system for Japanese
in general use today, while the school he founded in 1863 in Yokohama became
one of the forerunners of the present Meiji Gakuin University. In 1861, the Russian
Orthodox priest Nikolai (born Ivan Dmitrievich Kasatkin, 1836-1912) took up
duties at the chapel attached to the Russian consulate in Hakodate; he later became
the first Orthodox bishop of Japan. Methodists and Anglicans established in 1874
respectively the forerunners of today’s highly esteemed Aoyama Gakuin and Rikkyo
(St. Paul’s) Universities. The Baptists, finally, under Albert A. Bennet (1849-1909;
in Japan since 1879) established a theological seminary in 1884, the forerunner of
the present Kantd Gakuin University. In 1873, the proscription of Christianity was
tacitly lifted upon pressure by foreign governments, but freedom of religious belief
was granted officially to the Japanese population only with the promulgation of the
Meiji Constitution on 11 February 1889. Until then, the missionaries were mostly
limited in their activities to the treaty ports, i.e., the foreign settlements and their
foreign populations.

We owe our first detailed account of the modern Japan mission by a Jesuit to
Joseph Dahlmann SJ (1861-1930), a native of Koblenz. Already during his period of
training in the order he had displayed an interest in Sanskrit and Oriental studies,
and after completing academic training in these fields in Vienna and Berlin, he
was able to undertake a three-year study tour to India and China. The latter also

afforded him opportunity in late 1903 for a side-trip to Japan.



On 3 December Dahlmann reported from Kyoto on his sojourn in Japan,
writing to Moritz Meschler SJ (1830-1912), who served the superior general as
head of the German Assistancy, the Jesuit superior general at this time being the
Spaniard Luis Martin Garcia (1846-1906).° After words of gratitude, Dahlmann
wrote: “T have been treated everywhere here, by the archbishop and bishop and the
missionaries, with such cordial love that I felt as among brothers” He then went on

to speak of the situation of the church in Japan:

Japan is advancing with giant strides along the path of Occidental
civilization. ... No fewer than 20,000 young Japanese are attending higher
schools in Tokyo, partly private and partly public. At these schools,
however, a generation bereft of religion is growing up to be the future of
Japan—a generation that has absorbed the entire culture of the Christian
Occident but is advancing in its track without Christ, and thus also
without Christianity. The Catholic church in Japan faces this mighty surge

impoverished and powerless.

Dahlmann emphasized the rich opportunity he had to consult with the
missionaries and also with “several outstanding converts, professors at [Tokyo
Imperial] University; having made every effort to “hear their verdict regarding the

situation of the Catholic church in Japan™

9  On this and the following, see Joseph Dahlmann SJ, Kyoto, 3 December 1903, to Assistant
Moritz Meschler SJ, Rome; ARSI, Japan 1001-X, 10. Assistants served as advisors to the
superior general, giving advice on matters concerning groups of provinces. The German
Assistancy encompassed several non-German speaking provinces as well as Germany and

«c

Austria. Regarding Dahlmann, see also Klaus Schatz SJ, “Japan helfen, sich auf eine Stufe

mit den Volkern des Westens zu erheben.”



The unanimous verdict is: In the present situation, the church is not equal
to its task. It is being smothered. But at the same time, the unanimous
verdict of these men—I am looking here before all at the Catholic converts
at Tokyo [Imperial] University—is that the Catholic church could, or
rather should, solve a gigantic task—carry out a grand mission—here. ...
Japan will acquire everything that the Occident has to offer in terms of
intellectual and spiritual treasures. It will make its philosophy; its ethics,
indeed even its theology its own. This movement has also taken hold of
the bonzes, so rich and powerful in Japan. The monasteries are sending
their most talented students to Tokyo [Imperial] University, not only to
have them study there some English or German, but also to have them
study dogmatics, exegesis, and ethics under the Protestant professors of
theology in the Protestant seminaries of Tokyo. ... In one of the largest
monasteries of Nagoya, a bonze gives lectures on the Epistles of St. Paul
just as a Buddhist religious text might be explained at our universities.
But far from Japan thus drawing a little closer to Christianity, it is only
turned away from it further. This is because the only ones who acquaint
the Japanese with Christian dogmatics and exegesis are the Protestant
preachers. And these are exerting a downright un-Christian influence on
Japan. When they are English or American, they are individuals lacking
in any education; when they are our German Protestants, they are people
who no longer believe in the Godhead of Christ, etc., men along the lines
of Harnack.'” The church [as it is at present in Japan] is unable to counter
this un-Christian current that has dominated the country’s intellectual
upswing. It lacks the power and the means. Only the Holy See can help with
this. May Providence but send an important and influential man here to the

farthest East, to China and above all to Japan, who thoroughly examines

10 A reference to the Protestant theologian and church historian Adolf von Harnack (1851-1930).



the prevailing conditions and reports back to the Holy See. Someone like
me can familiarize himself only in passing with the conditions and has to

modestly keep to the background at that.

That Dahlmann himself might become one of these reporters did not yet occur
to him. “Someone like me,” he concluded his report, “can familiarize himself only
in passing with the conditions. ... However, may I yet add that I was granted a very
rare opportunity now during my sojourn in Peking and above all in Tokyo to talk
to the most experienced men. Indeed, I intend to later use these experiences in my
writing?”

Dahlmann painted an even grimmer picture of the situation of the church in
Japan in a letter of 15 March 1904 from Zikawei, the Jesuit mission complex in
Shanghai.' In the interim “the long-awaited war” between Russia and Japan had

broken out at the beginning of February 1904.

I was really fortunate to have had the opportunity of becoming acquainted
with Japan prior to the war. Now this would be impossible. ... One need
not harbor sympathies for Russia to say that a victory by Japan would have
the most calamitous effects on the interests of Christianity. If the Japanese
prevail, then pagandom prevails over Europe. ... The fact that Japan has
adopted with unforeseen energy the achievements of Europe might lead
to the belief that Japan would entertain sympathy also for Christianity.
No. ... Japan sees in Christianity an enemy who imperils the freedom and
independence of the country. ... It can be said already today that, whatever
the outcome of the war will be, a grave crisis will eventuate for the church

in Japan. Unfortunately this so important mission field is exclusively in

11 Joseph Dahlmann SJ, Zikawei (Shanghai), 15 March 1904, to Assistant Moritz Meschler SJ,
Rome; ARSI, Japan 1001-X, 14.
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the hands of the French. And the French are allies of the Russians. It is
generally a misfortune for the church in Japan that the mission has been in
the hands of a single association, the Paris Foreign Missions Society, and
in the hands of a single nationality at that, at a moment when Japan has
been treading the tracks of European civilization. Repeatedly and in detail,
the fathers in Tokyo [and] Nagasaki have confessed this to me personally.
And it testified to the selfless, apostolic spirit of the fathers that they
wished another association, and, if possible, an association of different,
preferably German, nationality to share in their work. They would prefer
German nationality because the Japanese value German science, German
scholarship, and German education (die deutsche Wissenschaft, die

deutsche Bildung) most.

That, and in what ways, these letters would influence the subsequent course of
events was to become apparent only later.
Already in his letter of 15 March 1904 from Zikawei, Dahlmann had asked for

permission to stop at Rome on his return to Germany, writing:

I will first stay in Calcutta for a period of time, then in Bombay, and finally in
Kandy. From there I will embark on the journey back to Europe, taking the
German steamer from Colombo. I will thus first tread European ground again
in Naples. From there I would very much like to pay Your Reverence a brief
visit. And to conclude in Rome, the eternal Rome, a journey that opened up a
world of most varied forms of worship and culture. ... Could Your Reverence
not ask A. R. N. P. [Admodum Reverendum Patrem Nostrum (Our Very
Reverend Father)], when opportunity arises, for permission for me to visit

Rome from Naples ...?”

This wish was apparently granted, and thus Dahlmann concluded his travels

11



on 20 June 1905, the Feast of the Japanese Martyrs,'? in Rome at the Collegium
Germanicum."

The Vatican was none too pleased with the progress of the Japan mission,
or rather the lack thereof. It is therefore not that surprising that Dahlmann was
summoned first to the Secretariat of State, and then, at the latter’s instance, granted a
private audience on 3 July 1905 with Pope Pius X. Dahlmann reported this audience

to the Jesuit General Curia in Rome in a two-page Latin memorandum as follows:

I explained to the pope the goal of the travels that I undertook through
China, Japan, and India. When I began to speak about China, the pope
immediately asked of his own accord: “And you also were in Japan?” I
answered: “Yes, Most Holy Father” Then the Holy Father, as if having
waited only for this word, spoke the following words. ... “And you will go
to Japan. ... The pope then said with a cheerful expression that he wanted
to give the Society a great delight: “I want the Society of Jesus to once more
undertake the apostolic work in Japan. The Society of Jesus has to build
great colleges. ... I will provide all [that is needed] to enable the Society of

Jesus to carry out anew the apostolic work in Japan.'

It is interesting also to note what Dahlmann wrote to Assistant Meschler on 6

July in his letter accompanying this memorandum:

12 The Jesuits who suffered martyrdom on 20 June 1626 (Kankei 3.i4.26) in Nagasaki are
among the 205 Japanese martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the faith between 1598 and
1632. The feast is celebrated today on 10 September.

13 The Collegium Germanicum was founded in Rome in 1552 under the Jesuit order as a
theological seminary for students from German-speaking regions. It was reorganized in its
present form in 1824. See https://www.cgu.it/about/our-story.

14 Joseph Dahlmann S, “Memorandum fiir die Ordensleitung in Rom,” 5 July 1905; ARSI,
Japan 1001-11, 3. See also Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol. 1, pp. 25-26, 182-83.

12



Perhaps I may give two practical suggestions in closing: If the Society is
offered part of a diocese, Father Superior General should ask for the diocese
of Osaka, including the cities of Kyoto and Kobe. The dioceses of Tokyo and
Nagasaki will hardly be offered to the Society. ... As a diocese, Osaka is not
very significant: it has only three to four thousand Christians. However, the
cities of Osaka, Kyoto, and Kobe are among the most important cities in
the country. ... And, what is so important, all three cities are located closely
to each other. ... Second, it will not be possible to immediately launch a
university—or even only a large school. But one can immediately launch
in Tokyo a research institute (Collegium Scriptorum), where [the following
subjects] in particular are represented: history, philosophy, political economy
(Nationalokonomie), psychology, religious studies, and classical and ancient
studies. An institute of able English authors could be of great effect there.
And my own studies, research on India with regard to its influence on China

and Japan, could find no better place than precisely Tokyo.'®

Unfortunately, Dahlmann was unable to immediately depart for Japan again—

for the next three years he had to continue serving as a staff member of the journal

Stimmen aus Maria-Laach (Voices from Maria Laach) at the Writers’ House of the

German Province, located in Luxembourg at that time.'¢

15

16

Joseph Dahlmann SJ, Rome, 6 July 1905, to Assistant Moritz Meschler SJ, Rome; ARSI,
Japan 1001-II, 4. See also Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol. 1, pp. 27-28, 184-86.

In the context of Chancellor Otto von BismarcKs Kulturkampf against the Catholic church,
the German government in 1872 issued the Jesuit Law (Jesuitengesetz), which made the
order illegal in Germany. Jesuit organizations were closed down and most Jesuits went
abroad, into “exile;” including the staff responsible for the monthly Stimmen aus Maria-Laach,
which had only been launched the previous year. The Maria Laach Abbey had been in
possession of the Jesuit order since 1820. See Andrea Ménner, Stimmen aus Maria-Laach /

Stimmen der Zeit.
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In Rome, however, time was not spent idly either. Already soon after
Dahlmann’s audience with Pope Pius X, and shortly after the cessation of hostilities
in the Russo-Japanese War, the bishop of Portland (Maine) and later archbishop
and cardinal of Boston, William H. O’Connell (1859-1944), received on 31 August
1905 orders from Cardinal Secretary of State Merry del Val y Zuleta (1865-1930) to
visit Japan on the pope’s behalf. O’Connell’s mission was, on the one hand, to convey
a handwritten letter from the pope to Emperor Meiji (1852-1912) expressing
gratitude for the protection afforded Catholic missionaries in Manchuria in the
midst of the hostilities. On the other, he was to compile a detailed report on the
situation of the Catholic church in Japan."” Although the war ended officially on
5 September 1905 with the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth, it took O’Connell
until 12 October to reach San Francisco and 29 October to arrive in Yokohama.
He was cordially received by the Japanese government and the emperor, as well
as by the archbishop of Tokyo, Pierre-Marie Osouf (1829-1906), and the other
church authorities in Japan, and was able to conclude his sojourn there with a visit
to Nagasaki in late November.

In his report, which was translated for Vatican officials into Italian from the
original English, O’Connell notes that he engaged in a very frank and open exchange
with the Japanese vice minister of foreign affairs, Chinda Sutemi (1857-1929).
According to O’Connell, Chinda voiced almost the same concern as Dahlmann in

his letter from Zikawei of 15 March 1905 quoted above:

The governing authorities of the Catholic church ... have contented
themselves with entrusting the care of its destiny in a country as
progressive as Japan to a single and small religious congregation whose
members speak a language unpopular in Japan and who are all citizens of

a nation extremely disfavored by the Japanese: sentiments that have been

17 See Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, supp. vol., pp. 3—4, 6-7, 259-60, 263-65.
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heightened during the war with Russia when France stood out among the

nations hostile to Japan.'®

A plea by the Catholic students of Tokyo Imperial University quoted in an
appendix made much the same point: “Most Blessed Father. For the greater glory
of God we ask you with all our heart to send us different missionaries, not solely
French, but also English, American, and German, so that the latter may assist the
former in preaching the sacred doctrine: with humility we especially appeal to you
to send us the Jesuits, who have a relationship with us dating far back into the past
(da antica data)”?®

It would only be in the following year, however, that O’Connell’s report on
his visitation had palpable consequences for the Society of Jesus. Superior General
Martin passed away on 18 April 1906, and the election of a successor required that a
General Congregation of the order be convened. The assembly in September 1906 of
this supreme body of the order afforded Pope Pius X the opportunity to submit to it,

among other things, a postulate regarding the Japan mission. The second item stated:

In regard to the missions: Urgently commended to the Society is its
old mission in Japan, considering its great necessity and the singular
circumstances of the present time, so that [the mission] can be retrieved
from its [present] state as reported by the Most Rev. Msgr. O’Connel [sic];
it is indeed especially recommended that in this region be established

what is needed most at present, namely, an institute of higher studies

18  Rapporto di Monsig. O’Connell, Vescovo di Portland, sulla sua missione presso I'Imperatore
del Giappone (printed translation from the English, no place no date); ARSI, Japan 1001-
II, 9, p. 16. As the original English version is not available, the rendering here has been
retranslated from the Italian.

19 Rapporto di Monsig. O’Connell; ARSI, Japan 1001-IL, 9, p. 57.

15



(Institutum Studiorum Superiorum). The Society can also rest assured that
the Holy See will make strenuous efforts as far as possible to promote and

facilitate this matter.?

On 20 September the three postulates of the pope were presented to the

Congregation. In its thirteenth session the Congregation commented on the above

item as follows:

The General Congregation moreover gives its greatest thanks to the Most
Holy Father for the singular benevolence with which he has deigned
to commend to the Society the sacred ministry to be carried out in the
regions of which Saint Francis Xavier was the apostle. ... And since in this
cultured region that is Japan, an institute of higher studies (Institutum
Superiorum Studiorum) is of the highest need in this moment and
instance, [the Society] on its part declares itself most ready to assume
this duty in keeping with the Holy Father’s wish. ... Wherefore the same
General Congregation most fully entrusts to the Reverend Father General
all care of this matter, that he may accept in the name of the entire Society
the work that has been brought before it by the Supreme Pontiff, and that

he ordain everything that is needed in its execution.?'

The published final version of the Congregation’s decrees similarly states:

[T]he General Congregation by unanimous vote professed itself fully

20

21

See the handwritten protocols of the sessions for each day, held by ARSI: “Congr. Gen.
XXV, Actio IX, p. 36; Actio X, pp. 41-42. See also Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol. 1, pp.
50, 210.

Congr. Gen. XXV, Actio XIII, p. 59.

16



prepared to undertake both the works as offered, both out of regard for the
special obedience involving missions that is due to the Supreme Pontiff by
reason of our Constitutions, ... and also in memory of Saint Francis Xavier,
apostle of Japan, and the many martyrs of the Society. ... The Congregation
commissioned Our Father [General], in the name of the Society, to take

all steps necessary to implement the commands of the Supreme Pontiff.??

The execution of the pope’s mandate had thus been assigned to the newly
elected superior general of the Society, Franz Xaver Wernz SJ (1842-1914). The latter,
however, had to first adjust himself to his new office. And there were other decisions
that took precedence in that they had been launched earlier by the Holy See, including
the reorganization of the church structure of North America, with regard to both the
dioceses and the order’s internal structures. These structures comprised among others
the so-called Buffalo Mission of the German Jesuits, who had not been entrusted with
a contiguous territory but had simply gone to work where German emigrants had
settled in large numbers. These Jesuits were subject to a common mission superior,
who, along with the mission’s overall activities, was subject to the provincial superior
of the German Province in Europe. This Buffalo Mission was now dissolved and its
houses incorporated in the newly reorganized neighboring American provinces,
including the Missouri and Maryland-New York provinces. And, as Klaus Luhmer
relates, none of the order’s houses in these new American provinces was permitted to
accommodate “more than one German Jesuit.”?

The pope’s mandate regarding Japan was not forgotten in the meantime,

however. To fulfil it, the superior general chose the mission superior of the Buffalo

22 Decreta vigesimae quintae Congregationis generalis a restituta Societata sextae, p. 16. English
translation from John W. Padberg et al., For Matters of Greater Moment, p. 494. See also
Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol. 1, pp. 51, 211.

23 Klaus Luhmer, Von Kéln nach Tokyo, p. 100.
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Mission, James Rockliff SJ (1852-1926), who had become “unemployed” as a result
of the mission’s dissolution, to lead the first team of Jesuits to Japan.** In a letter
of 9 September 1907, Rockliff thanked the superior general for his “comforting
letter” on the occasion of the separation of the former Buffalo Mission from the
German Province and for his new task. Rockliff expressed his gratitude as well for
a subsequent letter announcing a delay in the inauguration of the Japan project,
noting that the delay was opportune because he “was having difficulties with his
teeth at the moment, almost all of which needed to be pulled, and because the
denture just will not fit”*

To his letter Rockliff appended a copy of excerpts from two letters that
the Anglican professor Arthur Lloyd (1852-1911), who was sympathetic to
Catholicism, had addressed to the Jesuit father Charles Coppens (1835-1920).% In
the first of these letters, dated 25 February 1907, Lloyd wrote he had heard that “the
Missouri Province of your order was contemplating the establishment in Tokyo
of a Catholic college” Lloyd indicated that he would be willing to provide every
kind of support he could, but also pointed out that the Jesuits had a bad reputation
in Japan, especially with the government authorities: “You Jesuits are supposed
to be very political and a political Christianity is just what Japan is determined
at all costs to avoid” In his second letter, of 28 February, Lloyd mentioned that
the Jesuits’ undertaking had in the meantime found its way into the press, and
recommended, among other things, that the Jesuits should “come not as professors
but as learned men. Let them live together as men engaged in research, let them

write papers on medicine, science, philosophy, any branch of learning, and so let

24 On Rockliff, see David Wessels SJ, James Rockliff; S.J.: Along the Journey.

25 James Rockliff SJ, Buffalo, 9 September 1907, to Superior General Franz Xaver Wernz SJ,
Rome; ARSI, Japan 1001-I1L, 9.

26 Lloyd had previously served as head of Rikkyd Gakuin and at the time was professor of
English at Tokyo Imperial University.
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them collar the learned associations ... but let them resist the title of university,
which might be construed as a rivalry with the government institutions ..” Rockliff
added the following handwritten comment to this: “Mr. Lloyd does not mention
the bitter opposition that will be brought to bear upon an undertaking of the
Society by English and American sectarian missionaries. It is to be expected and

will surely come”?

From the Arrival of the Jesuits to the 1920s

Another year would pass until the first group of Jesuits eventually set out for Japan.
In addition to Rockliff as superior, it comprised Dahlmann as an experienced
Orientalist and writer, and Henri Boucher SJ (1857-1939) from the Shanghai
Mission as treasurer and minister with direct mission experience.?® In a letter of
16 April 1908, Rockliff conveyed his gratitude for the instructions he had received
under the date of 30 March and noted that he had written to Dahlmann about
booking a ship passage for October 1908 from Naples. In this letter he also named
four fathers, one scholastic, and four brothers from the Missouri Province as
candidates for the Japan mission.” Two of the fathers, Wilhelm Engelen SJ (1872~
1937) and Victor Gettelmann SJ (1872-1937), were in fact subsequently assigned to
the Japan project, as was the scholastic Rockliff named, Robert Keel SJ (1876-1956),
once he had completed his training.

Boucher, who had already visited Japan the preceding year, joined Rockliff

27  James Rockliff §J, Buffalo, 9 September 1907, to Superior General Franz Xaver Wernz SJ,
Rome; ARSI, Japan 1001-III, 9.

28  The minister served as assistant to the superior, with particular responsibility for overseeing
the community’s material needs.

29  James Rockliff SJ, Buffalo, 16 April 1908, to Superior General Franz Xaver Wernz SJ, Rome;
ARSI, Japan 1001-1V, 4.
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and Dahlmann from Shanghai. If the question of personnel was thus resolved, the
problem of financing the project yet remained. To be sure, as noted above, Pius X had
generously promised in his postulate to the General Congregation: “The Society can
also rest assured that the Holy See will undertake whatever efforts it can to promote
and facilitate this matter”*® And the Society also had thanked him in its response for
this, “with a most grateful mind about the help thus far promised to us by the Most
Holy Father™' Superior General Wernz had likewise remarked in his instructions
to the departing fathers: “The superior general has at his disposition already now
the sum of money needed for the traveling expenses of the first companions of the
Japan mission and also for the yearly sustenance of a small community” He went
on to warn, however: “One especially has to guard against the vain hope that the
Reverend Pontiff could assist us with a great amount of money to bring about the
said institution.*

Rockliff and his two companions reached Yokohama on 18 October 1908.
In addition to the instructions of the superior general, they brought with them
two letters of introduction by the Cardinal State Secretary Merry del Val, one to
Archbishop Pierre-Xavier Mugabure (1850-1910) of Tokyo and the other to the
Japanese minister of foreign affairs. As specified by the superior general, their
task was to investigate, in cooperation with the church and state authorities, the
possibilities for the fulfillment of the papal mandate and to report to Rome on this.
They were to make clear to the archbishop that by Institutum Studiorum Superiorum
(institute of higher studies) was not meant a secondary school such as was called
in English a high school or in German a Gymnasium. A possible request by the

archbishop for participation in the training of the local clergy was to be declined as

30 See note 20 above.
31 Congr. Gen. XXV, Actio XIII, p. 59.
32 Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 1, pp. 64, 226.
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incompatible with their mandate as well.”

After some initial exploratory steps, it became clear that Rockliff was not the
right person for swiftly advancing the pope’s project. On 2 May 1910, he departed
Japan for the United States. In the meantime, Hermann Hoffmann SJ, a native of
Wuppertal-Elberfeld, had arrived in Japan on 24 February 1910 via the United
States, and on 14 September 1910, he was designated the new superior of the Tokyo
Jesuit community. Hoffmann had previously served for several years as professor
of philosophy at St. Ignatius College, the Jesuit center for advanced training in
Valkenburg (Netherlands). He was accompanied to Japan by Wilhelm Engelen SJ,
a native of Miinchen-Gladbach (today’s Monchengladbach) but then belonging to
the Missouri Province. Despite facing multiple difficulties, Hoffmann managed to
set up the juridical corporation Jochi Gakuin as the legal entity required to operate
a school; to purchase the plot of land in Kojimachi, with several buildings sufficient
for the time being, including the one still in service today as the Kulturheim; and to
receive on 28 March 1913 permission from the Ministry of Education to establish a
private university under the name Jochi Daigaku.*

Prior to this, however, the Jesuit headquarters in Rome had to be informed

33 Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, pp. 30-31. See also Jochi Daigaku-shi
shiryoshi, vol. 1, pp. 60-61, 221-23. Although in his instructions the superior general
indicated what the “institute of higher studies” was not to be, he did not define precisely its
intended nature as either a research institute or an educational institution. It was only in
the course of the following several years that the Jesuits in Tokyo reached the conclusion
that it should be an institution of higher education and that this institution should take the
form of a private university accredited by the Japanese government.

34 It should be noted that, as explained below, Sophia, like other private schools, was recognized
as a “university” under the provisions of the Specialized School Ordinance (Senmon
Gakko Rei) of 1903. Until promulgation of the University Ordinance (Daigaku Rei) at
the end of 1918, the imperial universities were the only institutions recognized by the

government as fully fledged universities.
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that although the Japanese term daigaku was often translated as “university”
in English, it did not necessarily, as it still does not today, correspond to a
German Universitidt comprising multiple faculties and possessing the right to
award doctorates, but rather to a Fachhochschule (college of higher education or
university of applied science) that could confer a baccalaureate degree at most.
On the Japanese side, especially among the students, the name Jochi (higher
wisdom), a term that might be seen as having Buddhist connotations, initially
did not find much favor, and still today the school hymn does not celebrate Jochi
Daigaku, but the “Alma Mater Sophia,” using the Greek-derived name instead.
Also, if pronounced poorly, Jochi Daigaku ran the danger of being confused
with joshi daigaku (women’s university). None of this applies to the Latin term
Sapientia (wisdom), which must have formed the basis for the choice of Jochi
and had been used by Superior General Wernz in a letter of 19 March 1909, when
he wrote: “.. whence the institute should not be unworthy of being called by the
name Sapientia’®®

Only a few days after being officially recognized, Jochi Daigaku began its
teaching operations on 11 April with an evening language program for thirty-
six students enrolled in German and eleven students in English, and on 21 April
with the university program proper, consisting of a two-year preparatory course
and three-year university course. Sixteen students enrolled in the university
program, six in Letters (comprising Philosophy and German Literature) and ten
in Commerce. The number of incoming students would increase somewhat over
the following years, but in the first fifteen years of the university’s existence it never
exceeded fifty to sixty per year.® By the fall of 1914, a new red-brick university

building was ready for use.

35 Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 2, pp. 6, 14.
36  Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 2, pp. 47-48.
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Figure 1. The red-brick main school building, erected 1914. Sophia Archives, Nega 1-0323.

Progress was made also with regard to personnel. By late 1914 the original
trio of Jesuits had grown to eight: two Germans (Dahlmann, Hoffmann), two
German-Americans (Gettelmann and Friedrich Hillig SJ, 1866-1938), one Frenchman
(Boucher), one Japanese (Paulus Yachita Tsuchihashi, 1866-1965), one Swiss
(Keel), and one American by birth (Marcus J. McNeal, 1874-1934). Following
Rockliff, Engelen had also returned to America in November 1911. The wish for a
separate new Jesuit residence, however, had to be postponed for financial reasons
until 1922/23.

The First World War from 1914 to 1918 had little impact on the further
development of the university notwithstanding the fact that Japan had entered the
war on the side of the Entente and as an enemy of Germany. But there was no
sign of actual hostility toward Germany and Germans resident in Japan, including
Sophia’s Jesuits. In 1920, immediately following the war, Dahlmann was even

appointed professor of German and German literature at Tokyo Imperial University
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in addition to his teaching appointment at the Japanese Military Academy.”’

As late as 1918, that is ten years after their arrival, the Jesuits had not yet
achieved a real breakthrough. They were personally held in high esteem as teachers
of German or English, albeit at other schools. Their employment outside Jochi
proved an important source of income, but academically, with the exception
of Dahlmann, they hardly received attention. They were lacking in specialized
training in areas other than philosophy and theology and, above all, in knowledge
of Japanese. They had to teach in German or English. That presupposed a linguistic
proficiency in those languages on the part of their students, which, however, did not
exist, or at least not sufficiently.

A newand critical challenge emerged in December 1918 with the promulgation
of a new University Ordinance (Daigaku Rei), which granted private institutions
status and rights equivalent to those of the imperial universities (at the time, five),
so long as they fulfilled several conditions. If they did not meet the standards
set by the ordinance, schools such as Jochi that had been recognized under the
Specialized School Ordinance (Senmon Gakko Rei) of 1903 would no longer be
able to claim the name of “university” One of the most formidable conditions,
which could be deferred for up to six years by the minister of education, was the
deposit of a surety at the government bank for the amount of 500,000 yen for
the first faculty and 100,000 yen for each additional faculty. The interest on this
surety was to be applied to running costs and salaries, etc. If Jochi Daigaku with
its two faculties (Letters and Commerce) did not want to lose its present status,
it had to come up with a deposit of 600,000 yen. Geppert comments on this: “It
was never in doubt that Jochi would try to earn the full title, even though it was
hardly realized at that time how long and painful the road to the final realization

in 1928 would be.”*® The visitation in June 1920 of Juan Carlos Guim SJ (1873—

37  Memorabilia Societatis Iesu, vol. 1 (1919-1922), p. 408.
38  Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 76.

24



1959) of the Aragon Province in Spain did not bring any change in this precarious
situation.* He could only remark on the still unsatisfactory state in which the
papal “institute” found itself and plead for a greater commitment to supplying
financial and human resources.

Guim’s visitation was probably also connected with the Vatican’s decision to
separate the five prefectures of western Honshu from the Diocese of Osaka and
establish them as a new apostolic vicariate based in Hiroshima and Okayama.
Simultaneously the Vatican put this missionary district under the charge of German
Jesuits who had lost their previous mission field in India as a consequence of the First
World War. Heinrich Déring (Henry Doering) SJ (1859-1951), previously bishop
of Poona (India), was appointed as the first apostolic vicar. He simultaneously was
made a titular bishop. An initial group of former India missionaries—Déring and
Larbolette, as well as the Fathers Franz Lefert SJ (1878-1951), Andreas Schafer SJ
(1879-1951), and Karl Vecqueray SJ (1883-1973), arrived in Japan in February
1922. A second group comprised of the Fathers Hermann Heuvers SJ (1890-1977),
Emil Kircher SJ (1888-1967), Joseph Krischer SJ (1885-1974), Jacob Overmans SJ
(1874-1945), and Augustinus Utsch SJ (1888-1957), together with the Brothers
Peter Brehler SJ (1879-1940) and Bernhard Schwake SJ (1882-1970), followed
one-and-a-half years later on 23 August 1923, just a few days before the Great
Kanto Earthquake. The transfer of a mission field to the Society of Jesus in Japan
considerably broadened the scope of its mandate from the pope.*

Owingtopolitical considerationsaswellasthe factthatthe General Congregation
had entrusted the superior general with carrying out the papal mandate, Superior

General Wernz and his successor, Wlodimir Leddchowski SJ (1866—1942), had not

39  Guim was dispatched to survey conditions in the Philippines, Japan, and China.
40 A single superior—Hoffmann—oversaw the operation of the Hiroshima Mission and the
Tokyo Jesuit community until 1928, when these two components of the Jesuit mission in

Japan were separated and Larbolette appointed head of the Hiroshima Mission.
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assigned the Japan mission to a specific province, as was common practice, but had
assumed direction of it themselves. This “unmediated Roman jurisdiction” was to
last until 1921, when Led6chowski entrusted the Hiroshima Mission together with
the university to the care of the Northern German Province (which had been newly
formed through the division of the former German Province). This also meant that
the Northern German Provincial had to be involved in the decision-making process
prior to each approval issued by Rome.

An issue that continued to cause trouble for a long time after the decision over
province affiliation had been made was “the language problem,” that is, the question
of whether German or English should be used as the main language at the university.
In early 1923 the Society General Curia in Rome circulated a questionnaire in Latin
on this issue. At the request of the superior general, Keel further addressed the matter
in some detail in a letter to Assistant Rudolf van Oppenraaij SJ (1856-1936).*' After
Boucher returned to Shanghai in the fall of 1921, Keel had succeeded him in looking
after house finances. To Keel it seemed obvious that Rome still did not grasp the
overall structure of the Japanese school system as it applied to private universities—
six years of primary school, five years of middle school, and three years plus of
university curriculum (leading to a degree roughly equivalent to a baccalaureate)—
nor the significance of language instruction for the Society’s institute.* He thus

began by clarifying these points:

41  For this and the following, see Robert Keel SJ, Tokyo, 24 April 1923, to Assistant Rudolf
von Opperaaij SJ, Rome; ARSI, Japan 1003-XV, 10.

42 Even after promulgation of the University Ordinance, a discrepancy continued to exist
between the levels of prior schooling needed to enter private universities, on the one hand,
and the imperial universities, on the other. Whereas graduation from middle school was the
prerequisite to enter a private university (or its attached preparatory division), those seeking
entrance to one of the imperial universities had to complete an additional three years at a
higher school (k6to gakko). The educational sequences subsequent to primary school described

here were open only to male students; female students followed a different sequence.
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We have a two-year preparatory course and a three-year university course.
The students come to us from middle school, where most of them studied
English for five years. For the Japanese education system, English is the
same as Latin in a European Gymnasium. ... The university degree course
is divided into a Faculty of Commerce and a Faculty of Philosophy and
Literature. ... The students of the Faculty of Commerce want English and
German. ... The students of the Faculty of Philosophy and Literature do
not prefer English; they want German, because German philosophy and
German literature are well reputed here. ... That students might rather
go to the Marianists than to us is unimaginable since they have [only]
a middle school, while we have a college (Hochschule) [which is a level
higher] after that. That students prefer to attend state schools, on the
other hand, is certainly correct, but has its cause in ... the advantages state
schools offer them ... on account of [those schools’] more abundant means

... and especially with regard to the [students’] careers later in life.

There also was no need for concern that our school would “end up asa small secondary
school. ... We will sure enough always be in a difficult situation, since the majority of
students ... will always try to get into the state schools first, and then into the old, richly
funded, and well-equipped private universities, especially since these have much more to
offer in terms of sports and entertainment than we with our modest means.”

In the course of his letter, Keel argued against enhancing the place of English
at the university—the other Tokyo Jesuits did the same—and for retention of the
emphasis on German, “since there is always a good number who wish to imbibe
German Wissenschaft (scholarship or science)” Also politically, “the mood toward
Germany and the Germans was now quite favorable,” whereas “American fathers
might run into trouble more easily” There were quite a few points of friction and
reciprocal agitation between Japan and the United States, even if “the governments

for all intents and purposes want to avoid a fracture.
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The language question was to remain an ongoing issue for years to come.
Together with the transfer of the mission to the German Jesuits, the concern of
most of the Tokyo Jesuits to retain the emphasis on German led to an increasing
perception in society at large that Jochi was “the German university in Japan.” This
issue was linked to another question: Should the Jesuits establish their own middle
school, in which study of the German language would be especially emphasized as
the basis for further study at the university level?

The idea of a middle school, however, was soon put to the side. Other things took
precedence. Negotiations regarding possible ways to secure the required surety deposit had
as yet yielded no result when the university had to confront the catastrophe of the Great
Kant6 Earthquake of 1 September 1923—only a few days after the new Jesuit residence
(now the so-called “old building” of the S] House) had been dedicated and occupied.

On 10 September 1923 Hoffmann wrote to the superior general about the

earthquake and its impact on the university as follows:

The terrible disaster that has hit Tokyo and its environs so hard has visited
us also, and yet we have to thank God especially that all our lives have
been preserved. [Theodor] Pockstaller was in a streetcar at the moment
the earthquake hit; a high building nearly collapsed onto it.** I myself
was about to go to Yokohama to take care of luggage held in customs,
but decided against it because of rain; otherwise I would not likely still
be among the living. The school building has probably been destroyed.
Whether and how much of it can be salvaged will have to be determined
later. Our residence has also suffered at various places. Here as well, closer
investigation will have to determine where the damage is the greatest and
how it can be repaired. Damage to the other buildings is not so serious. ...

Tomorrow the [newly arrived] fathers (Utsch, Kircher, and Krischer) will

43 Theodor Pockstaller SJ (1880-1926), a German Jesuit, had arrived in Tokyo in 1920.
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attempt to board an American ship for Kobe. The archbishop [Déring] and
Heuvers will follow later. We are so far all well and suffer no need. ... The
calm of the people and mutual aid are admirable. ... [Charles] Robinson

will best remain in America, to study commerce or do his tertianship.*

Figure 2. The damaged red-brick school building shortly after the Great Kanto Earthquake.
Sophia Archives, Nega 35A-2558.

44 Hermann Hoffmann SJ, Tokyo, 10 September 1923, to Superior General Wlodimir
Ledéchowski, Rome; ARSI, Japan 1003-XVT, 4. It had been planned for Charles Robinson SJ

(1896-1988), a young American from the Missouri Province, to join the community in Tokyo.
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Figure 3. The repaired two-story red-brick school building, 1929. Building No. 1 would later be

erected in the vacant space before it. Sophia Archives, Nega 35A-1976.

As would soon transpire, only the ground floor of the main school building,
a three-story brick structure, could be recovered to some extent; as a makeshift
solution, a wooden second story was erected on top of it. This in turn would
fall victim to incendiary bombs in the Second World War. Damage to the other
buildings could be repaired more easily.

The year 1923 was to bring still another catastrophe in addition to the
earthquake: the runaway inflation in Germany, which came to an end only with
the introduction on 15 November 1923 of the Rentenmark at the rate of one
Rentenmark (the later Reichsmark) to one trillion old marks. For the time being this
put an end to all hope for financial support from Germany. Already in November
1909, Dahlmann had appealed—on his own initiative and apparently not to the
delight of the Jesuit General Curia in Rome—to Cardinal Georg von Kopp (1837~

1914) of Breslau, who served as chairman of the Fulda Conference of Bishops (the
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predecessor of the German Bishops Conference), and to other German bishops
with whom he was acquainted, to establish a “Pius University Fund for Japan” in
support of the papal mandate.** This had resulted in the first ever general collection
in all German dioceses on 4 January 1910, which yielded around 200,000 marks.
This money had been deposited with the bishop of Fulda on trust,* where it had
remained in the form of public-sector and government bonds until 1923. It has not
been possible to verify whether any proceeds from this portfolio of securities were
ever transferred to Japan.” In any event, it lost all of its value with the currency
conversion of November 1923.

Facing these dire difficulties, Hoffmann received an offer that he reported
to the superior general on 5 December 1923 as follows: “It has been proposed to
us that we sell the land we now own, subject to the following conditions: 1) We
are given another plot of land, double in size to the one we now hold, in a part
of the city much farther removed from the city center. 2) We are given 500,000
yen for the construction of new buildings. 3) We are additionally given a sum of
money sufficiently large to enable us to acquire legal standing as a university (ius
universitatis)” He then continued: “We are all of the opinion that if we receive
such an offer, it is not to be rejected but rather to be considered an extraordinary
measure, through which Divine Providence wants to help us*® The house consult

of the Jesuits in Tokyo voted unanimously in favor of accepting the offer. However,

45 Joseph Dahlmann §J, Tokyo, 19 November 1909, to Cardinal Georg von Klopp, Breslau;
ARSI, Japan 1001-X, 10 (attached to a letter from Joseph Dahlmann, Tokyo, 1 December
1909, to Fr. Assistant, Rome; ARSI, Japan 1001-X, 9).

46 Cardinal Georg von Kopp, Breslau, 12 December 1911, to Joseph Dahlmann (?) [hand-
written copy], ARSI, Japan 1002-XVII, 18.

47  Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, Annex, p. 2; Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol.
1, pp. 128-29,272.

48 Hermann Hoffmann SJ, Tokyo, 5 December 1923, to Superior General Wlodomir Leddchowski
SJ, Rome; ARSI, Japan 1003-XV1, 13. Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol. 2, pp. 100, 272.
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this was a decision out of despair rather than based on reason, and certainly not
from the heart.

Unfortunately, the subsequent course of the negotiations in Tokyo can be
documented only fragmentarily. Negotiations regarding the land sale dragged on
longer than anticipated. On 24/25 December 1926, the superior general transmitted
his consent by cable: “Due to the changed circumstances I concede to the faculty [the
authority] to relinquish the property in accordance with your prudent judgment,
Leddchowski™* Agreement on the conditions for purchase of the new site evidently
had not yet been reached, however, and thus the closing of a contract for the sale of the
old land continued to be postponed. Writing on Hoffmann’s behalf on 15 March 1927,
house procurator Keel reported the details currently under discussion to the superior
general as follows:® The plot on offer was located in the suburb of Nishi-Ogikubo,
about thirty minutes by streetcar from the present location in Ko6jimachi. At 13,000
tsubo (4.5 ha) it was about three times the size of the present site and well suited to
the construction of buildings. The price was 25 yen per tsubo, 325,000 yen in total,
100,000 of which was to be payable on conclusion of the contract in mid-April. The
remainder was to be deferred at an interest rate of 8 percent. The apostolic delegate
had already sanctioned this plan.** The transactions would not suffice, however, to
cover the surety required by the Ministry of Education for accreditation under the
University Ordinance. It would be necessary to ask the superior general for a loan
of at least 125,000 US dollars or 250,000 yen.

In a private addendum, Keel very much deplored the sale of the plot in central

49  Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol. 2, pp. 103, 273.

50 Robert Keel SJ, Tokyo, 15 March 1927, to Superior General Wlodomir Led6chowski SJ,
Rome; ARSI, Japan 1004-1V, 12. Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 2, pp. 104-107, 273-77.

51 The apostolic delegate was the Vatican’s diplomatic representative to the government of Japan.
He also had a general advisory responsibility regarding the church’s affairs in Japan. In 1927 the
apostolic delegate was Mario Giardini (1877-1947), who served in that post from 1921 to 1930.
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Tokyo. He noted that Bernardin Jacobi, head of the Franciscan Central German
Province, who had recently visited Tokyo, had declared: “It is a sin that such a
location will be lost to the church” A number of the Jesuits, especially some of the
younger ones, demurred about relinquishing the current site only owing to “dire
financial need”; the new location might be suitable for a middle school, but not
for the other tasks with which the Jesuits were charged. If need be, moreover, there

would be room for a middle school in K6jimachi as well.

Figure 4. The farmland in Chitose acquired for the new campus, autumn 1928.
Sophia Archives, Nega 35A-1970.

A week later, on 23 March 1927, Keel confirmed once more that the new plot
should be bought as planned—“a firm promise has been given, but the contract has
not yet been signed”—only to add that instead of the loan of 250,000 yen previously
asked for, a loan of 300,000 yen would be needed to pay for the surety.”* Despite the

52 Robert Keel SJ, Tokyo, 23 March 1927, to Superior General Wlodomir Led6chowski SJ,
Rome; ARSL Japan 1004-1V, 14. See also Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 2, p. 107.
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“firm promise,” the specifics of the land to be purchased seem to have remained
fluid, and by July it had been decided to buy a different plot of land in Chitose
Funabashi, a still rural suburb in the western part of present Setagaya-ku, instead of
the one in Nishi-Ogikubo.

In response to the repeated urgent notices from Tokyo about the need for
funds to cover the surety, at the end of March 1927 the superior general notified
Hoffmann that he would arrange to have a loan of 400,000 yen in bonds deposited
in a Japanese bank in London. As Geppert puts it, “Fr. General, backed by a
promise from Propaganda Fide of an annual grant of about 500,000 lira, proposed
a loan of the necessary money at 5% interest, to be used only for the foundation
deposit”*

In the meantime, however, the Jesuits in Japan were also confronted with
additional challenges. On 31 December 1925 Cardinal State Secretary Pietro
Gasparri (1852-1934) had requested the superior general to have the Society of
Jesus take on the pastoral care of Japanese immigrants to Latin America and the
Philippines. Otherwise, as it was put, “The Protestants are certain to insert their
wolves, Japanese themselves, among their brethren—wolves, who have devoured
so many souls, especially youthful ones, already”** Hermann Heuvers in Tokyo was
thereupon assigned to work with government and private organizations in assisting
with the care and cultural-religious preparation of Japanese emigrants.

A further request from the Vatican reached the Jesuits in Tokyo in the spring
of 1928. The Jesuits were to establish at their university in Tokyo a theological
faculty and take over the training of indigenous clergy for the Catholic church in
Japan. In a detailed response the newly appointed head of the Jesuit community in

Tokyo, Max von Kilenburg SJ (1886-1957), remarked that it was unclear what kind

53  Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 80. See also Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii,
vol. 2, pp. 107-108.
54  Memorabilia Societatis lesu, vol. 2 (1923-1926), p. 42.
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of training was to be provided—an academic education leading to an officially
recognized degree (bungakushi), spiritual and pastoral training, or possibly a still
different kind.>® In any case, on both sides the linguistic skills—German on the
part of the theology students, Japanese on the part of the professors—would not
be sufficient.*

Having secured the loan necessary to cover the surety, on 13 December
1927 Hoffmann was finally able to submit a formal application to the Ministry of
Education for accreditation of the university under the provisions of the University
Ordinance of 1918. The application was approved on 8 May 1928. In the course of
the requisite on-site inspection by the ministry, however, significant shortcomings
were found in the existing infrastructure, including the university premises, the
library, and the faculty. It was imperative to begin the construction of new buildings
as soon as possible so as to forestall losing the barely gained accreditation as a fully

fledged daigaku.

Bea’s Visitation
For the Jesuit General Curia in Rome, the state of affairs was becoming more and

more confusing, especially since it was receiving highly negative reports from the

55  Until this point, Hoffmann had served as both superior of the Jesuits in Japan and president
of Sophia University. From 1928, along with the separation of the Hiroshima Mission from
the Tokyo community, the positions of superior of the Tokyo community and president of
the university were also separated. Kiienburg, an Austrian Jesuit who had joined the Tokyo
community in September 1925, replaced Hoffmann as community head, but Hoffmann
continued to serve as university president.

56  On this, see Apostolic Delegate Mario Giardini, Tokyo, 10 May 1928, to Cardinal State
Secretary Pietro Gasparri, Rome, ARSI, Japan 1004-VI, 14; “Memorandum,” no place no
date; ARSI, Japan 1004-VI, 3; “Responsum ad Memorandum” (presumably by Max von
Kiienburg SJ), no place, 25 June 1928; ARSI, Japan 1004-VII, 7.
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younger among the Jesuits sent to Japan. The superior general thus decided to
dispatch a visitor to investigate the situation evenhandedly and propose appropriate
decisions. As noted earlier, the choice fell on Augustin Bea, who in addition to
being rector of the Pontifical Biblical Institute, had served since 1924 as rector of the
Collegio S. Roberto Bellarmino, a residential college in Rome for Jesuits studying
for advanced degrees. Bea arrived in Tokyo on 25 June 1929, accompanied by
Johannes B. Laures SJ (1891-1959).%” A week later, on 2 July, he declared before the
assembled Jesuit community his decision against the sale of the Kojimachi property,
as described at the beginning of this account.

In the letter he wrote to Superior General Ledéchowski the next day reporting

this decision, Bea began by stating that since his arrival in Tokyo:

I have dealt to my best ability with the issues here, primarily with the
question of the building, which due to the impetuous pressure of the
Ministry of Education is the most urgent one. After having consulted
in detail with Msgr. Ross,* all the fathers of the college [i.e., the Jesuit
community], [the apostolic delegate] Msgr. Giardini, and the archbishop
[Alexis Chambon, 1875-1948], and having studied closely and in detail
the building sites, inspected some university buildings, and worked
through the plans of another of our universities that is roughly comparable
in terms of student numbers and academic purpose, I felt in a position
to now decide the preliminary question of where the building should be

placed.”

57 Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshu, vol. 2, p. 149.

58  Archbishop Déring was able to return in 1927 to his earlier diocese in India. Johannes Ev.
Ross SJ (1875-1969) succeeded him as apostolic vicar of Okayama-Hiroshima in 1928.

59  Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 3 July 1929, to Superior General Wlodimir Ledéchowski SJ, Rome;
ARSI, Japan 1401-1I11, 1.
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Bea then went on to describe, as quoted in the first pages of this booklet,
the consult he convoked and the decision that the university should remain at its
current site and the necessary new buildings be erected there.

It may be added here that acquiring anew the land presently occupied by the
university in the immediate vicinity of Yotsuya station, one of the most important
connecting points on the east-west axis of the Tokyo rail and subway system, would
be impossible today. In 2017, the value of the university grounds along Kojimachi
street was assessed by the National Tax Agency as 4.64 million yen per square
meter; its market value is likely to be substantially higher.

Regarding the buildings, Bea wrote in the same report of 3 July that the
fathers unanimously shared his view regarding their residence: “Provided that
the needed, not very expensive, repairs are made, the house will suffice in both
size and structure for a long time to come. ... The present school building [i.e., the
red-brick main building damaged in the earthquake] will suffice for another ten to
fifteen years for the graduate school and is better than the corresponding facilities
of other universities, including newer ones.” Bea then turned to the issue of the new
building, at the same time casting a light on the current state of the discussion on

the university’s future organization:

The building to be now newly constructed must above all secure sufficient
space for the university’s lower division (the preparatory college), which
will require more room due to its now-planned division into German and
English sections. In addition, space has to be provided for the division
of the Faculty of Commerce into a Faculty of Commerce and a Faculty
of Economics, which is likely to be executed soon, and for the evening
and summer classes, which were begun this year with great success under
the direction of Heuvers and should be developed further in the future.
Space is also necessary for larger events (an auditorium) as well as, lastly,

for the administration (director’s office, secretariat, faculty offices, and
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consultation rooms, etc.). The sketch conveyed to Your Paternity by Laures
can serve as a basis,” even as it remains to be thoroughly revised, since
it neither provides for all needed rooms, nor has been drafted in such a
way that an architectonically unified and effective extension is possible.
A plan must be devised that meets the above needs, while also taking into
consideration and already providing for the possibility of a later unified
extension. Finally, even if what is constructed at this time is only partial, it
should create the impression of an architectonical unity and be a worthy

representation of the Catholic University.®!

An architectural competition, as suggested by two of the fathers, Bea thought
could be done without—above all because time was running out, but also because
not enough trustworthy architects were available.®> At the same time, while in Japan
he was already giving consideration to another practical side of the matter. The
notes he kept during his visitation contain the statement “Brother Gropper for
construction?”® Ignaz Gropper (1889-1968) had worked for an architecture firm
prior to joining the order (in 1907) and proved his building-related skills during
the construction of the Aloisiuskolleg secondary school in Bad Godesberg (near
Bonn) in 1927.%* It thus appears that Bea was responsible for his dispatch to Tokyo
in 1930, where Gropper oversaw the series of building projects that culminated in

the construction of the present Building No. 1 in 1932.

60 The reference is to the abovementioned Johannes Bapt. Laures SJ.

61  Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 3 July 1929, to Superior General Wlodimir Ledéchowski SJ, Rome;
ARS], Japan 1401-I1I, 1. See also Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 1 October 1929, to Superior General
Wlodomir Ledéchowski SJ, Rome; ARSI, Japan 1401-1I, 10.

62 Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 5 July 1929, to General Wlodomir Led6chowski SJ, Rome; ARSI,
Japan 1401-I11, 2.

63  See “Visitation in Japan,” p. 5; APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. G 1/1.

64  See Klaus Schatz, Geschichte der deutschen Jesuiten (1841-1983), vol. 3 (1917-1945), pp. 161-62.
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In a further letter of 1 October 1929, Bea once more returned to the vote of the
community and revealed at the same time what other problems had occupied him

in his visitation:

If I say in my Latin letter that with an apta disposition aedificiorum (a
suitable arrangement of the buildings) a middle school could also be
accommodated on the present land (in case of necessity, incidentally,
also the central seminary [for training indigenous clergy]), this implies,
admittedly, that for the most part the beautiful park will have to be
sacrificed. A park in a metropolis, however, is in my view a luxury that
one can answer for only as long as the premises are not needed for other
necessary undertakings, for which one would otherwise have to buy land
for dear money. The fathers here now also accept that and no longer have

any difficulty to make this sacrifice in case of necessity.*®

The park still exists today and is open to the public on holidays of the Jesuits
or the university.

Bea himself remarked in the letter of 1 October that the decision to leave
the university at its present site was “one of the most difficult decisions of the
entire visitation.” Regarding the question of the middle school and the central
seminary he declared: “These are all questions in which one does not get beyond
conjectures.” He also took express note of the issue of establishing a novitiate for
the Society, but opined at the same time “that this would better be done in our
own vicariate than in an outside diocese [i.e., Tokyo]. But this question is also not

yet ripe for a decision.” At the beginning of the letter, Bea touched on the property

65  Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 1 October 1929, to Superior General Wlodimir Led6chowski SJ, Rome;
ARSI, Japan 1401-11I, 10. For the Latin letter mentioned, see Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 2 October
1929, to Superior General Wlodimir Ledochowski SJ, Rome; ARSI, Japan 1401-I11, 11.
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Figure 5. Bea in the garden, with the Japan-based Jesuits; October 1929. Sophia Archives, Nega 35A-0111.
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purchased in Chitose to relocate the university. He was reluctant to ask for the
superior general’s permission for its resale “because one ought not to buy and then
sell again, as if the money did not matter at all” But he thought it preferable “to
admit more or less openly through the sale that we have made a mistake ... than
to pay interest for years without any clear vision of what should be done with the
property later”®

After the question of the building site was resolved, Bea turned to the financial
aspect. Already in a letter of 5 July 1929 he had written: “These questions having
been unanimously resolved, I related to the fathers my recommendations regarding
the difficult question of how to raise the necessary money. My proposals were very
much acceptable to all, and they asked me that I first report on this matter to Your
Paternity” These proposals are not found among the documents available in Tokyo
at the time of writing, but in the letter of 5 July, Bea noted the urgency of the matter
“so that the work can be begun as soon as possible (i.e., in the month of February),”
and that at least half of the necessary funds had to be available by then in order for
the construction to begin or not to be halted.®” Bea’s proposals likely were the two
loans that were subsequently granted by the English Province.®® It remains unclear
whether this came about through the mediation of Bruno Bitter SJ (1898-1988),
who after finishing his theological studies in Heythrop, England, had been based in
Cologne since summer 1929 as mission procurator for Japan .

No documentation regarding the further course of Bea’s visitation has been
available to me, but other materials linked to it give a fuller sense of the issues that

drew his attention. Apart from the letters he sent to the superior general during

66  Augustin Bea S], Tokyo, 1 October 1929, to Superior General Wlodimir Ledéchowski SJ,
Rome; ARSI, Japan 1401-I1I, 10.

67  Augustin Bea SJ, Tokyo, 5 July 1929, to General Wlodomir Ledéchowski S], Rome; ARSI,
Japan 1401-1I1, 2.

68  For these loans, see Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 82.
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his stay and the lengthy formal report in Latin that he subsequently submitted
(discussed below), his posthumous papers preserved in the Munich Archive of
the Central European Province contain preparatory notes and other materials that
attest to the thoroughness with which he undertook his task. Among other things,
these include a large collection of photographs and picture cards.®® Although he
likely did not visit personally all the places documented (in particular Sendai
in the north), many of the materials in the collection would seem to attest to
firsthand experience. This is likely true of items related to Nikko and Kamakura in
the Kanto region and to the apostolic vicariate of Hiroshima, as well as to Kyoto
and Nara, where he stopped on the way to Hiroshima. Similarly he was able to
visit Nagasaki on the return journey from Japan to Rome, when his ship docked
there for half a day.

The sources on which Bea relied for information on particular issues are
unknown, but his effort to familiarize himself with circumstances in Japan can be
seen from a set of brief, fragmentary notes in German that he made on Japanese
culture and religion.”” Organized thematically, the notes begin with a section
headed “Introduction” and include others on “Ancient Culture,” “Newer Culture,”
“Nikko,” “Shintoism,” “Buddhism,” and “Christianity in Japan.”

Bea begins his notes by quoting the letter St. Francis Xavier (1505-1552) wrote
from Kagoshima in November 1549, in which Xavier declared that “This island of Japan
is greatly disposed for the great increase of our holy faith?”' Bea, however, goes on to
note, punctuated with an exclamation mark, that “after almost four hundred years” and

as the result of “the work of almost sixty years!” since the end of the persecution of

69 See APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. Aa 1/8-10, and No. G 1/1-2.

70  See “Aus Japan. Aufzeichnungen 1929 (Visitationsreise)”; APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No.
Aa 1/8.

71  See Georg Schurhammer S.J., Francis Xavier: His Life, His Times, vol. 4 (Japan and China
1549-1552), p. 86.
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Christianity, Catholics still numbered only 92,161 among “65.8 million Japanese

Under the heading “Ancient Culture” Bea observes that the Japanese were of
mixed Malay and Mongolian ancestry, extraordinarily gifted, with a sense for order
and cleanliness. As examples of Japanese paintings he lists “Bamboo and Sparrow”
and “Plum Tree and Nightingale,” praises the “fineness of the lines,” and concludes:
“In short, a people of fine taste,” adding “Implications for church utensils!! (Kitsch

offends in Japan more than here!)”
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Figure 6. Bea’s notes on Japan; this page includes his observations on Sophia University.
APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. Aa 1/8, pp. V-V1.

72 “Japanese” here refers to the population of the Japanese islands, but excludes the population
of the “outer territories” (gaichi) of the Japanese empire, such as Korea (more than 20
million) and Taiwan (close to 5 million). As subjects of the Japanese empire, people living

in these territories were legally also considered “Japanese.”
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Under the heading “Newer Culture” Bea observes that, with the exception of a
few ports opened by the Western powers from 1854, Japan was “for all intents and
purposes secluded until 1867, that on 3 January 1868, with the “abdication of the
shogun from the Tokugawa house,” a new reign, that of Emperor Meiji, had begun,
although the country had been “completely open only since 189977 Thereafter
the country had experienced “unparalleled adaptation” As keywords he mentions
industry, buildings, means of transportation, the navy, railroads, newspapers, and
magazines.

Singling out the school system for particular attention, Bea records the duration
of schooling: “elementary school 6 years, middle school 5 [years] with [study of]
English, Kotogakko (high school) 3 [years with study of] 2 foreign languages,
university 6-8 semesters, [total of] 16-18 years” He notes “ca. 50 universities, ca.
18 in Tokyo alone” and distinguishes the imperial universities from private ones

(for the latter he lists the names Waseda, Meiji, Chao, and Nippon).”

73  Bea refers to Japan’s exclusion of Westerners—apart from the Dutch—until the “opening” of
Japan in the 1850s. Before that, Japan also had frequent exchange with its Asian neighbors.
The suppression of Christianity, however, was almost complete, leading to his strong
emphasis on the exclusionary dimensions of the Tokugawa shogunate’s foreign policy.

74 Here, Bea refers to the abolition of “extraterritoriality;” i.e., the exemption of foreign
residents of Japan from Japanese laws, which came with the condition that foreigners, in
principle, could only settle in the so-called “concessions” or “treaty ports” but were not
allowed to move around freely outside of these.

75  Beas reference to “ca. 50 universities” must include a substantial number that were accredited
only under the earlier Specialized School Ordinance and thus did not count technically as
“universities” Less than half that number had, like Sophia and the other private universities
named here, secured the coveted status of “university” under the University Ordinance. In
his formal Latin report, discussed below, he puts the number more accurately as “ca. 25 His
notes and report show that he was aware of the fact that only a few Japanese “universities”

conformed to the German definition or were able to confer higher degrees.
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As “consequences” of the “newer culture” Bea notes familiarity with “modern
unbelief,” represented by Kant, Marx, and Bebel; the existence of an “academic
proletariat,” less than 60 percent of which obtained employment; and the pervasive
lack of religion. The schools were “in principle lacking religion,” and there was an
evident “danger of Communism,” pointing to the need for good “Catholic literature”

In connection with the overall state of religion in Japan, Bea notes in some detail
the sites to be seen at the shrine complex at Nikko, including the splendors of the
Yomeimon Gate, the mausoleum of Tokugawa Ieyasu (1542-1616), the founder of
the Tokugawa shogunate, and in the general vicinity, the Kegon waterfall. Bea records
“Shintoism” as having ca. 16 million followers and 114,000 “temples”—apparently
counting also Shinto shrines that frequently consist only of a cult object: rock, tree,
mountain, lake, or the like, with a torii in front—as well as 50,000 priests. Under this
rubric he also notes “ritual celebrations in the imperial palace ... in strict Shinto style,”
which he characterizes as including “food offerings, incense;” and national holidays on
which government offices and schools are closed and houses decorated with flags. He
observes that most Buddhists also took part in the domestic and family Shinto cult;
family households kept a “Kami-dana,” a god-shelf with a small shrine, containing
small tablets or strips of paper inscribed with the names of the gods. He identifies
Shinto as “polytheistic nature religion: Sun Goddess, Moon God, Fire God, Rice
God” combined with “ancestor worship” The ancestors were seen as descended from
the gods—Jinmu Tenno, the first emperor, being descended from the “Sun Goddess
Ama-ter-usa [sic]”—and each deceased person becomes a kami.” He notes as well a
“danger for the mission” in the connection between the imperial house and Shinto
and the resurgence of Shinto since the middle of the preceding century.

To Buddhism Bea attributes “understanding of suffering, hardship, death” and a
recognition of the need for salvation—albeit only as “self-salvation.” Confucianism, he

notes, had shaken the “worldly propensity” of Shinto already in the second (“or perhaps

76  Kami is also the translation of the word “God” or Deus still in use today.
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fifth?”) century A.D. Under Empress Suiko (593-628), Buddhism was adopted as a
state religion, which it remained until 1868. This was not a “pure Buddhism” though.
It was informed by assimilation and tolerance, with the Shinto deities regarded as
“previously Buddhas””” By 800, the amalgamation was all but complete. Bea records
as well a proliferation of sects lasting into the nineteenth century that produced fifty-
six sects and subsects. Despite the setback Buddhism suffered with the fall of the
Tokugawa in 1868, it subsequently was able to recover, and in 1929, the year of Bea’s
visitation, it had a total of ca. 72,000 temples (including monasteries), 120,000 priests,
and 60 million followers, as well as 11 universities with 1,533 students.”

Under the heading “religious sentiments of the Japanese,” Bea lists the
keywords images, statues, prayer beads, pilgrimages, and votive offerings. He also
notes pilgrimages to Mt. Fuji with thousands of pilgrims, domestic altars (Buddhist
butsudan as well as Shinto kamidana), and ceremonies as “a kind of church service
(Gottesdienst)” All this, he observes, could provide preparation for conversion to
Catholicism. As characteristics of the “religious sentiments of the Japanese” Bea
lists as well the fealty of the samurai, the strong sense of community and family,
and motherly love. In the final item of this section he quotes Uchimura Kanzo
(1861-1930), the founder of the Non-church Movement (Mukyokai): “The Lord,
the Father, and the Master are the Trinity of the heathen Japanese”

Regarding the history of Christianity in Japan, Bea notes the arrival of Francis
Xavier on 15 August 1549 (Tenbun 18.7.22), remarking that although Xavier was
in Japan for only two years, his stay bore “rich fruit,” including the donation by the

daimyo of Yamaguchi of land for a church. That since 1926 a granite cross with a

77  Bea presumably refers here to the notion, which took root from the late ancient period,
that Shinto kami were manifestations of buddhas.

78  Six Buddhist schools were recognized as universities under the University Ordinance.

79  See Uchimura Kanzo, How I Became a Christian, pp. 10~-11. “The heathen Japanese” is

Bea’s addition.
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bronze image of the saint had stood on that spot, the site of the former Buddhist
temple Daidoji (in the present city of Yamaguchi), was a “delayed gratification.” Of the
subsequent course of events, Bea records that by the end of the sixteenth century there
were three hundred thousand to one million Christians. Persecution followed, with
the “Taikosama” Hideyoshi (died 1598) carrying out the first execution of Christians
(the twenty-six martyrs) in Nagasaki on 5 February 1597 (Keich6 1.12.19). Tokugawa
Ieyasu issued a new decree against the Christians in 1614, while under the third
shogun, Iemitsu (1604-1651), Christianity was effectively eradicated. Executions
took place until the end of the seventeenth century. All foreigners were expelled; the
Dutch in Nagasaki alone remained, albeit confined to the small island of Deshima.

Bea records the “new mission” as beginning in 1860 with Bernard Petitjean
(1829-1884) reaching the Ryukyus, followed by his arrival in Nagasaki in 1863,
and the discovery of the Urakami Christians on 17 March 1865 (Kei6 1.2.20). He
quotes the dramatic declaration attributed to the group that sought out Petitjean:
“The heart of all us here is the same as yours; where is the mother with the child?”
He notes as well the Kannon images that the hidden Christians had repurposed
as statues of the Virgin Mary and records “the last persecution” during the years
1867 to 1873, when the Nagasaki Christians were exiled to Tsuwano and Hagi. This
last, he observes, ultimately left “about 2,000 dead,” but ended with the “triumphant
return of the survivors” to Urakami in 1873.% Although not part of the itinerary
of his visitation as such, Bea rejoiced when he unexpectedly was able to stop at
Nagasaki on his return journey to Rome and celebrate holy Mass on the side altar of
Oura Cathedral with the image of the Virgin Mary of the Rediscovery.®!

Regarding the “present situation” of the church in Japan, Bea lists the twelve

80  Scholars today hold that approximately 3,400 people were exiled, of whom 613 perished as
a result of mistreatment and deprivation. See Gonoi Takashi, Nihon Kirisutokyo shi, p. 260.

81 See “Ritorno dal Giappone. Diario 1929”; APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. G 1/1, entry for 11
October 1929.
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dioceses, apostolic vicariates, and prefectures together with their respective
affiliation with the various mission societies. He notes “native clergy” as a topic of
particular importance, terming it and native bishops “a vital issue” He also includes
in this topic the “seminary in Tokyo.”

Of the Hiroshima Apostolic Vicariate, the actual new mission field of the
Jesuits, Bea notes that it had been separated from the Osaka Diocese in 1921 and
the Jesuit Hermann Déring appointed its first bishop. As significant points in the
region’s earlier history, he lists the martyrdom of a “vassal” along with a hundred
men, women, and children in Hagi in 1605, and St. James Kisai S], one of the
martyrs of 1597, who hailed from the vicinity of Okayama. After 1624 everything
was destroyed, and now, following a new beginning, the vicariate encompassed
just 1,269 Christians out of a population of five million.*® There was only one
missionary per 417,000 inhabitants, and the difficulty of the language and script
made it necessary to rely on “catechists” (native lay believers who assisted foreign
missionaries in instructing Japanese people in the tenets of the faith).

By comparison the “Protestant competition,” which characterized Catholicism
as an “outdated Christianity;” had in Okayama alone 25 houses of prayer, one girls’
school, 5 Sunday schools, 3 kindergartens, and one orphanage with an apothecary
for the poor. Bea sketches a comparable contrast nationwide: the Protestants had
2,900 missionaries, of whom 2,500 were native Japanese, and a system of education
that encompassed schools and colleges “on a grand scale,” including St. Pauls
(Rikkyo) University in Tokyo, and a women’s university. The Catholic church,

on the other hand, had to its name only a few boys’ elementary schools, 4 to 5

82  Bea refers here to Kumagai Motonao (1555-1605), an important vassal of the Mori house,
who became a Christian and who, after repeated clashes with his lord, was executed along
with his family.

83  This number apparently includes only Catholics.
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middle schools,* 7 girls’ elementary schools, 16 girls’ higher schools, one female
teacher training institute, and one university. Bea singles out for specific mention
the Seishin Gakuin girls’ schools in Tokyo and Obayashi (in Takarazuka, Hyogo
Prefecture) operated by the Sacre-Coeur Sisters. He also notes that the Marianists
had been active in Japan since 1888 and had taught up to that point 3,265 students;
at present they enrolled around 1,300 boys and also maintained a separate school in
Yokohama (St. Joseph) for Europeans.®

A number of points concerning Jochi Daigaku constitute the last section of
Bea’s notes on the situation of Christianity in Japan. He lists Pius X’s decision to
establish it, the delegation of that task to the Jesuit order in 1906, and the posting
to Japan in 1908 of James Rockliff, Joseph Dahlmann, and Henri Boucher. He
notes further the obtaining of 1.6 hectares of land in 1912, recognition as a “private
university” in 1913, construction of the first building in 1914, new legal provisions
in 1918, the earthquake of 1923 and the make-shift reconstruction that followed,
recognition in 1928 as a “university;’ and the new building now to be constructed.

Bea’s formal report on his visitation, Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, written
in Latin, takes up many of the points found in his notes, recorded in German. In
contrast to the memo-like nature of the notes, however, the report discusses the

issues systematically and in far greater detail.%

84 In fact, as Bea noted in his Latin report, there were only two Catholic middle schools, both
operated by the Marianists.

85 Judging from the information Bea gives in his Latin report about the two middle schools
operated by the Marianists, Gydsei in Tokyo and Kaisei in Nagasaki, it appears that the
current enrollment that he gives in these notes refers only to Gyosei.

86 At the time of writing the following passages from the report, ARSI Japan 1401-I, were available:
“De actuali statu Missionis Japonicae” (pp. 1-3), “De momento Missionis Japonicae” (pp. 4-5),
“Conclusiones pro nostra Missione Japonica” (p. 6), “De quaestionibus connexis cum Universitate:
L. Scopus et momentum Universitatis, II. Status actualis Universitatis” (pp. 25-32), “Epistola ex-

hortatoria Visitatoris ad Patres et Fratres Collegii Tokyoensis” of 9 October 1929 (pp. 92-96).
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Figure 7. Building No. 1, completed 1932. The older red-brick school building can be seen at the
right rear. Sophia Archives, Nega 1-0403.

In the opening sections, Bea remarks that the actual state of the mission
was anything but satisfactory. There were only around 90,000 Catholics among
a population of 5 million heathens, including the 50,000 Old Christians of the
Nagasaki Diocese; in other words, the mission work of the past sixty years had
yielded an increase of not even 40,000 Catholics. The situation in the school sector
was similar: Only the Marianists had Collegia, that is, middle schools, enrolling
3,000 boys, 1,700 of whom lived in Tokyo; for girls the situation was slightly better.
The Protestants, numbering around 180,000, were significantly more active and also
had a considerably larger number of charitable and educational institutions. In the
Hiroshima Mission, there were 9 Catholic churches compared to 82 Protestant ones,
and 11 Catholic missionaries compared to 88 Protestants. Bea gave the number of
Catholics living in the district as 1,269, compared to 7,790 Protestants.

Catholicism was not regarded badly but as outdated, while Protestantism was

seen as modern—and the Japanese favored everything modern. There was also the
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fact that the more influential nations—Germany in the intellectual realm, England
in matters of government, and America in the field of industry and commerce—
were perceived as Protestant nations, whereas Catholic ones—France, Italy, Spain—
ranked much lower in the estimation of the Japanese. In the realm of scholarship
and science, likewise, it was the Protestant universities in Germany (Berlin, Leipzig,
etc.) that were viewed most favorably. To the Japanese population, the church was
therefore not “a city on the hill,” but rather “a light under a bushel”®” Moreover,
nationalism had greatly increased since the last (i.e., the Russo-Japanese) war, and
the almost invisibly small number of Japanese priests—forty-three, thirty-five of
whom were affiliated with the Nagasaki Diocese—gave rise to the perception of the
Catholic church as a church of foreigners. The situation of the church in Japan was
quite desperate, and for the survival and well-being of the Catholic mission in Japan
there needed to be either a miracle or “those religious orders and congregations
with missions in Japan had to proceed in a much more efficient manner and way,
and also with all their forces combined in this effort*®

In the second part of the opening section of his report, where he took up the
significance of the Japan mission, Bea first pointed out that whether under imperial
or Communist rule, Japan would serve as a model in the cultural and spiritual realm
for the other countries of East Asia, thanks to its independence and political and
economic supremacy in the region. He added parenthetically—and this already in
1929: “If it does not come to war between them and the Americans” The church
therefore had to have a say in, and be able to contribute to, public debates and questions
of administration and politics, if it was not to jeopardize its mission work in other
countries of the east as well. As long as the imperial house remained with Shinto
as its pillar, fear of the foreign powers would prevent expulsion of missionaries or

suppression of Christianity, although it would certainly not be promoted either. More

87  See Matthew 5:14.
88  Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 1, pp. 1-3.
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cause for concern than a strengthening of nationalism supported by the government
and with Shinto as its foundation was the danger of a coming to power of Marxists
and Communists spurred by the increasing urbanization and proletarianization of
Tokyo and Osaka. Bea therefore saw it as the role of the church to spare no effort to
save itself and the Japanese people from this danger.*’

In the conclusion to the opening section, Bea sketched, very roughly, the
significance of the two tasks that the pope had conferred on the Society. The
university had to attract the Japanese through excellent and distinguished professors
and through respectable publications no less than through material equipment
(buildings, library). Failing this it would only confirm the Japanese public’s
unfavorable judgment of the church. The Hiroshima Mission, where industrialization
was proceeding at the fastest speed—Bea mentions Shimonoseki, Hiroshima, Kure,
Okayama, and Yonago—had to find its way from its “embryonic” present state to an
active vitality, as expected by the Holy See and demanded by the circumstances.”

In the section concerning specifically the university, Bea began by reviewing its
task and significance. Both Popes Pius X and Pius XI expected from the Society a major
and excellent center of Catholic scholarship, as likely was needed even more in Japan
than in China. The Japanese had acquired European knowledge with ardent zeal—“a
doctor’s degree opens almost all doors”—and judged the church primarily from a
purely scientific or academic point of view. The ardent fervor of the missionaries of
the past centuries notwithstanding, they had made the major mistake of focusing
only on the direct apostolate, the immediate promulgation of the Catholic truth,
while neglecting academic scholarship and charitable works. Catholic students at the
Imperial University, for example, had complained to Bea about the lack of Catholic
literature concerning issues of theology, ethics, and the Holy Scriptures of the Old

and New Testaments (except for the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles), as well as

89  Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 1, pp. 4-5.
90  Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 1, p. 6.
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Christian philosophy, while all of this was in plentiful supply among the Protestants.”

Another issue was the structure of Japanese society, because of which mass
conversion was not to be expected unless the next higher social stratum or the
immediate superior led the way, and so long as a polytheistic form of Buddhism
permeated the entire family life, especially in the countryside and in the villages.
The intellectual training of a native clergy was thus a conditio sine qua non for a
growth in conversions. The Japanese language was of such difficulty that it was
hardly possible for foreigners to master it “in speaking and even more in writing.”
The intellectual training of an “exceptionally well-formed” native clergy, however,
would require much more energy than had been expended on it so far. It was no
wonder, therefore, that those Japanese admitted into the Society of Jesus since the
arrival of Rockliff and his fellows were all Sophia graduates. What followed from all
of this was that the Catholic University had to be truly magnificent, with excellent
professors and students, as well as respectable publications, and make an impact on
all social strata, not excluding the heathen. If it was not up to this task, “it would
do more harm than good” This however presupposed that the Society of Jesus, in
other words the province mandated by it to care for the mission, would equip the
university accordingly, “even with the greatest sacrifices”*>

Bea then turned to the current situation of the university. He began with the
observation that, “alas,” the university did not conform in any way to the above
requirements. Even among private universities it was the smallest and was surpassed in
insignificance only by some “despised” Buddhist theological universities. Among the ca.
25 officially recognized private universities, Waseda had about 6,000 students and Keio
about 3,000; even the Protestant Rikkyo had more than 600 students. The university
of the Jesuits, on the other hand, had only ca. 200 in the day program—the university

proper—or, if evening and other programs were counted, maybe 500 at most. Regarding

91  Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 3, pp. 25-26.
92 Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 3, pp. 26-28.
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the quality of the students, Bea pointed to the better employment prospects that the
bigger and longer-established universities offered, as well as the fact that almost a third
of the students at the Jesuit university “deserted,” that is, discontinued their studies at
it in favor of better opportunities elsewhere. Setting aside the national universities that
paved the way to government office, the faculties of philosophy, literature, and law of
the private universities exerted an important influence on intellectual life. A faculty
of commerce, on the other hand, usually contributed primarily to maintaining the
university economically; the business circles who supported such fields of study had in
any event only a minor influence on public and intellectual life.”*

Considered against this background, Bea pointed out, Sophia could not claim
a favorable record. He noted that of the two departments in its Faculty of Letters,
Literature enrolled 29 percent of the student body and Philosophy 17 percent, while
the Faculty of Commerce accounted for 55 percent of the students. This demonstrated
that the Jesuits “taught inconsequential matters” rather than laying “a solid foundation
in fundamental philosophical questions” And, owing to an insufficient number of
specialists in those subjects among the Jesuits, even these “inconsequential matters,”
that is, ethics, social sciences, economic geography, mathematics, languages, etc., had
to be consigned to adjunct instructors, almost all of whom were heathens.*

With regard to the human resources of the university, Bea’s verdict was even
more scathing. The fathers who had been dispatched for the mission during the
last years did not even possess the teaching certificate that would be required
for the secondary schools the order operated in Bad Godesberg (Germany) or
Feldkirch (Austria). Their goodwill was beyond doubt, but they could never
gain the reputation that they needed as academic experts in Japan. In marked
contrast to the situation at the Aurora, the Jesuit university in Shanghai, they also

lacked in vision and attention to a good curriculum design, the development of a

93  Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 3, pp. 28-29.
94  Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 3, p. 30.
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sufficient library, and a good publication schedule. The university likewise relied
too heavily, Bea complained, on adjunct instructors; for twelve Jesuits there were
twenty-five outsiders, most of them heathens at that. Since there were indeed only
a few Catholic professors to call upon, the number of Jesuit professors had to be
increased, and these would have to train good Catholic students to become future
professors. Outstanding experts were needed that were widely recognized and
distinguished for their scholarly writings. At present, Bea declared, only Dahlmann
merited this description, while the older fathers (Hoffmann, Keel, Tsuchihashi) had
no publications to date. During the twenty years of their presence in Japan, the
fathers had not managed to launch their own journal, while it took the Irish fathers
in Hong Kong only three years to do so.”

At the end of his nearly four-month long visitation Bea conveyed in an
exhortatory epistle his thanks for the warm hospitality and the trusting cooperation
he had received from all. He regretted not having been able to do more and
expressed his hopes that what had been planted would grow, as the Apostle Peter
says, in the grace of the Lord (2 Peter 3:18) and bear rich fruit. To this end an
intensified Propaganda (in other words, a campaign to increase awareness of the
university and its mission) and the assistance of the benefactors and friends that
each missionary had in his hometown or region would be necessary as well. There
would nonetheless be no lack of difficulty in the future. Together with the blessings
he conveyed from the pope, Bea also repeated the latter’s expectations for the
university to become a “lighthouse from which the light of the saving wisdom be

shed over the vast expanses of Asia”®

95 Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 3, pp. 30-32. The Irish Province
of the Society of Jesus established a mission in Hong Kong in 1926. From the following
year the mission became closely involved in the publication of a previously established
journal called The Rock: The Hongkong Catholic Magazine.

96  Relatio de Visitatione Japonicae, 1929; ARSI, Japan 1401-1, 7, pp. 95-96.
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We know the itinerary of Bea’s journey to Japan (Rome, Aachen, Berlin, Moscow,
Trans-Siberian Railway, Dalian, Tokyo) and his travel companion (Fr. Johannes B. Laures)
only from his cash account book entries. By contrast his return journey from Tokyo to
Rome is documented by a diary in the true sense of the word.”” It begins on 9 October
1929 with his thanks to his confreres in Tokyo, the farewell from Rear Admiral Yamamoto
Shinjir6 (1877-1942) at Tokyo Central Station,” and the train’s departure at 19:30 for Kobe,
where he arrived the next morning at 8:06 in a pouring rain. From Kobe he embarked the
same day on a ship for Shanghai, a passage that, as mentioned already above, afforded
him a highly welcome farewell present: a several-hours long visit to Nagasaki. There he
had the opportunity to celebrate Mass in Oura Cathedral on the altar with the image of
the Madonna of the Rediscovery. In this Mass, “the last on Japanese ground,” he thanked
“the Savior once more for everything that he has done for me and through me for Japan”
He then visited Martyrs’ Hill and the parish church at Urakami. In front of the church,
he noted, “still stands the kaki-tree to which the Christians had been tied and where they
were flogged. A monument in memory of the persecution, but named at the request of
the government ‘monument of faith, and another one bearing the names of the exiled
(Tsuwano, Hagi etc.), are placed before the church” Summing up the short visit, he wrote,
“Thus this half forenoon turned out extraordinarily rich; I had already given up on seeing
Nagasaki, and now I was led so well by Providence. And now it is time to bid farewell to

Japan. ... And then on to China, the goal of St. Francis Xavier’s yearning”*

97 “Ritorno dal Giappone. Diario 1929”; APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. G 1/1.

98  Rear Admiral Stefano Shinjird Yamamoto; a well-connected Catholic who played a crucial role
in supporting a variety of church activities in Japan, he was also friends with the French poet
and diplomat Paul Claudel. Yamamoto had close ties with the Showa emperor, whom he had
tutored in French, and continued to serve as an advisor to the Imperial Household Ministry
after retiring from active military duty in 1924. Not to be confused with Admiral Yamamoto
Isoroku (1884-1943), who commanded the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, or Admiral
Yamamoto Gonnohyoe (Gonbei, 1852-1933), an influential politician in the 1910s and 1920s.

99  “Ritorno dal Giappone. Diario 1929”; APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. G 1/1, entries for 9-11 October.
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Figure 8. Bea and Yamamoto Shinjiro, October 1929. © ARSI, Japan 1401-II, 13.

On Saturday, 12 October, Bea arrived at 15:10 in Shanghai, where he was warmly
received by the Jesuits at Aurora University. “We are going to the Avenue Dubail,
he writes, “in the evening also to the Eglise Saint-Joseph. ... Afterwards dinner and
recreation. It is edifying to see how the fathers do everything according to the rule”
Bea obviously cannot help a sigh from the heart here, since he continues: “It is
possible here; why should it not be possible in Tokyo as well?” The next day was
“filled to the brim with impressions,” including visits to the university; the dormitory,
in whose daily routine he took a particular interest; a drive to Zikawei, with the
painting studio, printing studio, orphanage, central seminary, and observatory, etc.
In Shanghai Bea was also able to meet with Fr. Boucher, one of the founding fathers
of Sophia University in Tokyo (see above). On Monday, 14 October, after a number
of further visits and sightseeing trips he boarded the Fulda: “4 oclock. Departure.

Shanghai disappears into the fog”'® The remaining journey, which Bea continues

100 “Ritorno dal Giappone. Diario 1929”; APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. G 1/1, entries for 12-14 October.
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to describe in detail but is less of interest here, proceeded smoothly via Hong
Kong, Singapore, and Colombo, then through the Suez Canal, past the Stromboli,
heading towards Genoa. Bea concluded his diary on 21 November: “4 oclock in the
afternoon, the Alban and Sabine Hills are coming into view. ... I am thus very close

to Rome, but it will take another 1% days to reach”*!

Conclusion
The entry for 23 November 1929 in the Memorabilia Societatis Iesu of 1930 notes
the following about Fr. Bea’s visitation and return to Rome: “Rev. F. Augustinus Bea
(Southern German Province), who recently visited the Japanese Mission (Northern
German Province), presented to Our Father in the name of His Excellency Duke
Shinijro (sic) Yamamoto a precious silk cloth which had been presented as a gift to
Mr. Yamamoto by the Japanese Emperor. From this cloth a very beautiful vestment
has since been made.”’? In a letter of 27 December 1929, written in French, Superior
General Leddchowski conveyed his gratitude for the precious gift, which would
keep the memory of its noble donor alive in the chapel.'®

Bea had no illusions that the wishes and hopes expressed in the visitation report
would soon be fulfilled or that the shortcomings it addressed could be remedied
immediately. Especially the training of Jesuits to the level of experts with sufficient
knowledge of Japanese would require years. But on 27 September 1930, that is,
only slightly less than a year after Bea’s departure from Japan, Superior General
Ledéchowski could at least inform the Congregation of Procurators convened from

all provinces of the order: “The university in Tokyo has been able at last to acquire

101 “Ritorno dal Giappone. Diario 1929”; APECES], Sec. 47-1009, No. G 1/1, entry for 21 November.
102 Memorabilia Societatis Iesu, vol. 3 (1927-1930), p. 740. Although he had close ties to the
imperial house, Yamamoto did not hold a title of nobility.

103 Memorabilia Societatis Iesu, vol. 3 (1927-1930), p. 708.
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its rights under civil law (civilia iura) and to lay the first stone of its new as well as
more fitting and more suitable home!**

That the university’s development did not stop simply at this laying of the
foundation stone, that Sophia University—new setbacks and another world
war notwithstanding—counts today with its ca. 14,000 students and 9 faculties
among the most prestigious private universities in Japan, that the centennial of
its establishment could be celebrated with the emperor and empress in personal
attendance, owes not least to Bea’s decision to hold fast to its location in Kéjimachi.
Thus he could rightly, and not without some pride, state: “I saved that university

for you!”

104 Memorabilia Societatis Iesu, vol. 3 (1927-1930), p. 497.
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71



9 WOD AV ZHCHENL, HAADN N A Y ORE, SR, #
HFrembiliiL T 5720 T3,

INLOEBPZOROBRFOFMEIIHEL LG22 L, 22
MEIVHETHELGZ2OPPHLENIIREDIIHFEOZETH b,
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14 Joseph Dahlmann SJ, “Memorandum fir die Ordensleitung in Rom,” 5 July 1905;
ARSI, Japan 1001-11, 3. b3 R EREREZ B & R R s r 4] 581
%, 25-26 H., 182-83H b M,
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THROTUUT o TV MBEB 2721251 &% 52 L THDH, TH L
TEENIREREE L EE T B TEY) ., BUEOR 2R 2 R T

18 Rapporto di Monsig. O'Connell, Vescovo di Portland, sulla sua missione presso
IImperatore del Giappone (JEFE2> S FIFR S AR S ey &, MR, AR
H HOREHMEL); ARSL Japan 1001-11, 9, p. 16. LB EAROHEIIAHTH % 720,
AROILNEA ) TRl HMHRL 725D TH b,

19 Rapporto di Monsig. O'Connell; ARSI, Japan 1001-11, 9, p. 57.
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EH 7S Crltom SNICNB 2 ik L7 FHE X O#H L ) (ARSE “Congr.
Gen. XXV;” Actio IX, p. 36; Actio X, pp. 41-42) o [ F KT &R 514, 50 H,
210 H b 2|,

Congr. Gen. XXV, Actio XIII, p. 59.
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22 Decreta vigesimae quintae Congregationis generalis a restituta Societata sextae, p. 16. YR
{%John W. Padberg et al., For Matters of Greater Moment, p. 49412 & %, [ LK
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25 Vrx—2AX-0y )TNy T =L, U= DT TV =Ty —
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26 TA I o CUHEFROBIEEBO TV AW T, ZOLEHIEEFE RO
WXFHTZTH o7z,

79



LEAVOB DL LS, A TAAROHETOFFHIZH L nL, &
DOTBHFLYRASBECELR TRV E2IEHL TVWh, [ T AA%
WERZICERZE W) T LI > TBY ., BUAlRF ) A Mk v ol
FELCHADPTE LTHRT 2 EB s T 02DTY, | F4E2H 28
HEO2@HOFKTIE. A TAAEKOHEEDZ EHHHIIBHS N Tz
Zlizfiii, A ZAASRLE[HIFLE L TTIE LR, IRBHL L TRHESE
HRETLL ), WIRICHEFT L2 HE LCHRICEDS L, B, fH5, ez
OROFMFIR T e HE, WA ORENE L CGEIAH2 L) 10885
DTE 7270, WHIIFRFE V) BEEEELZ LIIRESELNE
TY o €% 5L BRI L-BERMOBEMETLBRINPLAT LA
PO EMBEL TV, 29 L2ERISH L, oy 7)) 7ETEE T, kO
I %IARXPEFRL TS, [O4 FIRIE, £ ZAAKOFEN, TROH
HORDBEHHA S OB LW HBEDLNL 725 ) T LiZidfiih T E A
AL, L2t PRLELZETTL, TRIAZETL L)Y

A TXZABDOFEH S 1920 FITHIFTOHFKSE

HARIGELS PEE RS> TOERAIDA TAAE LB ERICHET 5
FTIE, SHIRIFEREL, HRIGRESIND Z LIZho7DiE, 20
RiEHOREFEE ZRo/zmy 7)) TWOEF A, FHEFIHEBEL, #EL/XE
RCThbdHolz¥— v~ Ui, FLBECTHLEHZITo T/ T7 ) - 7
vz —fifi (1857-1939) TH b, 7 = —flild LiECTOREBEEbh, WE
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ANVL - TV VRERICRA L. TSV VMR 2oy - T —
XN FEHA 2T T—= NN OBGE o720, HEHZI X—)
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IV REN1909F3 H 19 AN OEFHICBWT 2 ) L2 EE
B L, 2O IE Sapientia E E SN B IZ5H SO LB DO TRITH
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37  Memorabilia Societatis Iesu, vol. 1 (1919-1922), p. 408.
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38 Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 76.
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B S DI EMOBEERTORREB T ERIE RS L h o7 EROHM
\2d B3 NP U OBEIRIIBFAEEICRS N2 D TH Y, ik
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