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List of Lectures by Prof. Daisaku Higashi during his stay at Harvard University as a visiting scholar
(Final Version, From 5 September 2023 to 5 February 2024)

2 October 2023: Lecture at Seminar, “Peace and Security Challenges Facing the UN: Cases of Afghanistan,

Ukraine, and South Sudan”, hosted by Program on US-Japan Relations at Harvard University. (With Mr. Peter
Due, Director in Asia and Pacific Division in DPPA-DPO at UNHQ in New York, hosted and moderated by

Prof. Christina Davis at Harvard.)

18 October 2023: Special Lecture, “Engaging with Creating Peace” for students at Harvard University who are

taking the most advanced Japanese courses (One hour in the Japanese)

25 October 2023: Special Lecture, “It is Time to Get Out of the Vicious Circle: Critical Need to support ‘Self-

Reliance’ and ‘Stability’ in Afghanistan,” for Assistant-Secretary-General and his team on Afghanistan at UN
Headquarters in NY (One hour including Q and A)

31 October 2023: Special Lecture, “Three Challenges of Ending the War in Ukraine”, hosted and moderated
by John Torpey, Director at Ralph Bunch Institute for International Studies in City University of New York
(One and half hour)

2 November 2023: Lecture at Seminar, “Overcoming Challenges to a Peaceful and Prosperous

International Order: A Proactive Role for the G7, “hosted by University of Toronto in Canada

9 November 2023: Special Lecture, “Creating Peace: My Engagement with the War in Ukraine, South Sudan,

and Afghanistan,” at Showa Women College in Boston

21 November 2023: Special Lecture, “Engaging with Mediation and Peacebuilding in the Age of Division: The
War in Ukraine, South Sudan, and Afghanistan,” hosted by “The Balsillie School of International Affairs (BSIA)
in Canada” (One and half hour by online)

6 December 2023: Lecture at Seminar, “Challenges of Ending Wars in the Age of Division: War in Ukraine and

Peacebuilding in Africa”, hosted by Department of East Asian Languages and Civilization at Harvard
University (co-hosted by the Ukraine Research Institute at Harvard University and Harvard University Center
for African Studies), with Prof. Serhii Plokhii, Director of the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard

University, Dr. Wakiko Ohira at Harvard University Center for African Studies.



8 January 2024: Special Lecture, “Policy Engagements as a Scholar of International Relations: Pandemic, the
War in Ukraine, South Sudan, and Afghanistan”, hosted by Department of Political Science at the University

of British Columbia in Canada

12 January 2024: Special Lecture, ““Mediation and Peacebuilding in the Age of Division: the War in Ukraine,

South Sudan, and Afghanistan” hosted by the Social Committee in Harbor Towers (where I live in Boston)

30 January 2024: Special Lecture, “Japan’s engagement to support Ukraine: Creating global momentum to end

the war by the withdrawal of Russia and future reconstruction of Ukraine”, hosted by Ukraine Catholic

University in Ukraine (by online)

30 January 2024: Special Lecture, “Japan’s Engagements with Global Challenges”, hosted by the Center for

Strategic Studies at Fletcher School in Tufts University in Boson.

Other Activities:

1) Thad 26 meetings with UN high ranked officials to conduct my field research at UN Headquarters in New
York, including 4 Assistant-Secretary-Generals, many Directors and Chief in charge of the issues on the
War in Ukraine, peacebuilding in South Sudan, Afghanistan, and conflicts in Gaza from 22 October to 1
November in 2023.

2) I was requested to send my official comments as an expert on peacebuilding to two UNDP reports on the
conflict in Gaza before their publications. One is “Gaza War: Expected Socio-Economic Impacts on the
State of Palestine”, published on 9 November 2024; the other is “Expected socioeconomic impacts of the
Gaza war on neighboring countries in the Arab region (Preliminary findings paper)”, published on 15
December 2024.

3) I was interviewed by NHK (Japan Public TV Network) on the conflict in Gaza and possible roles of Japan
on ending the conflict and new approaches to the reconstruction of Gaza. The interview will be broadcast

as a special segment in NHK morning news program from 7am on 23 Jan 2024.

4) 1 completed a book proposal for the next (third) English book, titled, “Challenges of Mediation and
Peacebuilding in the Age of Division: The War in Ukraine, South Sudan, and Afghanistan” to Routledge.



Meetings of Prof Daisaku Higashi in NY from 23 Oct to 1 Nov 2023

Final Version

<22 Oct 2023 (Sunday) >

I entered NY.

<QOct 23, Monday>

9:00am-10:00am: Breakfast with Elizabeth Roland, Chief in Department of Operational
Support at UNHQ

16:00pm-17:30pm: Meeting with Ryoji Ito, Director-General in General Bureau for America

of NHK (Japan Public Broadcasting Corporation)

<Oct 24, Tuesday>

10:00am-11:00am: Meeting with Ms. Roselyn Akombe akombe@un.org, Chief in Policy at
Peace Building Support Office (PBSO) at UNHQ, and her team.

12:10pm-13:00pm: Lunch with Prof. John Torpey, Director at Ralph Bunche Center for

International Studies, at City University of New York
Chili (13 E. 37th Street)

16:10pm-17:10pm: Meeting with Amb. Osamu Yamanaka, Deputy Permanent

Representative of the Japan to UN, and Amb. Mitsuko Shino, Deputy Permanent

Representative of Japan to the UN

<Oct 25, Wed>:

12:00pm-13:00pm: Presentation by Prof. Daisaku Higashi on Afghanistan for Mr. Khaled
Khiari, Assistant Secretary-General in charge of the Middle East and Asia; Peter Due,

Director in charge of the Asia and Pacific; and his team members on Afghanistan.
(S-24MM2)
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14:15pm-15:15pm: Bilateral Meeting with Ms. Kayoko Goto, Director in charge of Europe

(including Ukraine)
(S-2419).

16:00pm-17:30pm: Meeting with Donatella GIUBILARO, Deputy Director in charge of East
Africa (including South Sudan) and her team on South Sudan.  (My appointment with

Graham Maitland graham.maitland@un.org, Director on East Africa Graham’s ofc at S-2369,

was cancelled as he became ill.)

18:00pm-21:00pm: Dinner with Mr. Hiroyasu Minagi, President of NHK Cosmomedia

America, and Mr. Daisuke Koyama

<Oct 26, Thursday>:

11:00am: Adam Lupel, Vice President of International Peace Institutie (IPI) in New York

14:30pm -15:20pm: Meeting with Patrik Caray, Director, Division of Administration

Department of Operational Support and his colleague

16:15pm -17:30pm: Bilateral Meeting with Fatemah Ziai, Director for Coordination and

Shared Services, Departments of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs and Peace Operations
(DPPA-DPO)

18:30pm-21:00pm: Dinner with Mr. Takakazu Ito, Chief in Department of Operational

Support

<Oct 27, Friday>

12:30pm-13:30pm: Bilateral meeting with Ms. Lisa Buttenheim, Assistant Secretary-General
in Department of Operational Support at UNHQ, UN Secretariat, 20th Floor, office S-2069.

<Oct 29, Sunday>

17:00pm-21:00pm: Dinner with Col. Atsushi Tominaga, Chief in Military Performance

Evaluation Team in Department of Peace Operation, and his friend (Koji Matsuoka)


mailto:graham.maitland@un.org

<Oct 31, Tuesday>

8:00am-9:30am: Online Lecture of Prof. Daisaku Higashi, hosted by Prof. John Torpey,
Director for Ralph Bunch Institute at City University of New York (120 attendance)

(The lecture was posted by online by CUNY.)

https://ralphbuncheinstitute.org/event/three-challenges-of-ending-the-war-in-ukraine/

10:30am-11:00am: Bilateral meeting with Mr. Khaled Khiari, Assistant Secretary-General in
charge of the Middle East, Asia, and Pacific

11:30am-12:30pm: Bilateral Meeting with Sajid Khan, Senior Political Affairs Officer in East

Africa Division (in charge of South Sudan), Department of Peace Operations

13:00pm-14:30pm: Lunch with Mr. Peter Due, Director in Asia and Pacific (including

Afghanistan)

14:30pm to 15:30pm: Bilateral Meeting with Ms. Fumiko Fukuoka, Chief in Arab Bureau at
UNDP Headquarters

16:00pm to 17:00pm: Bilateral Meeting with Col. Atsushi Tominaga, Chief in Military

Performance Evaluation Team in Department of Peace Operation

18:15pm-20:00pm: Bilateral Dinner with Dr. Abdallah Al Dardari, Assistant Secretary-
General, Regional Director for Arab States, UNDP Headquarters in NY

One UN Plaza, DC1-2228
Tel : +1 (212) 906-5450
abdallah.aldardari@undp.org

<Nov 1, Wed>

12:15pm-14:00pm: Lunch with Mr. Ned Kostov, Special Assistant for ASG Popee, Assistant

Secretary-General in charge of Africa


https://ralphbuncheinstitute.org/event/three-challenges-of-ending-the-war-in-ukraine/
mailto:abdallah.aldardari@undp.org

15:15pm -16:15pm: Bilateral meeting with Mr. Jack Christofides, Director in Northen Africa
Division in DPPA/DPO at UNHQ

16:30pm -17:30pm: Bilateral meeting with Ms. Eiko lkegaya, Chief, Policy and Mediation
Department in Department of Peace and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA), UNHQ

<Nov 2, Thursday>

Iflied to Toronto to attend the symposium at University of Toronto as a panelist and to deliver

my lecture on “global challenges and roles of G7” in the afternoon of Nov 2.

<Nov 3, Friday>

I returned to Boston.



Final Schedule of Prof. Daisaku Higashi in South Sudan from 8 Feb to 21 Feb 2024

Version of 4 March 2024

8 Feb 2024 (Thursday): Arrival in Juba, the capital of South Sudan

9 Feb 2024 (Friday): Meetings with leaderships of South Sudan Broadcasting Corporation
(SSBC), including Vice President of SSBC, Director in News Program of SSBC, and Chie
Editor in News Section in SSBC

12 Feb 2024 (Monday): Meeting with President (Managing Director) of SSBC and other
meetings at SSBC

13 Feb 2024 (Tuesday)

11:00am to 1pm: The First Lecture by Prof Daisaku Higashi on “Peacebuilding and Roles

of Media: Case of Afghanistan” at SSBC (More than 40 journalists attended the lecture.)

14 Feb 2024 (Wed):

11:00am to 13:00pm: The Second Lecture by Prof Daisaku Higashi on “Peacebuilding and
Roles of Media: Challenges of South Sudan” at SSBC (More than 40 journalists attended the

lecture.)

15:00pm to 16:00pm: Meeting with Mr. Taban Deng Gai, Vice President of South Sudan

15 Feb 2024 (Thursday):

10:00am to 11:00am: Meeting with Dr. Riek Machar, First Vice President of South Sudan

14:00pm to 15:00pm: Meeting with Nicholas Haysom, Special Representative of the
Secretary-General in South Sudan (No 1 in UN mission in South Sudan)

20:00pm to 21:00pm: ~ SSBC (South Sudan Broadcasting Corporation) broadcast the news
of the meeting by Riek Machar (First Vice President of South Sudan) and Prof. Higashi in its
main news from 8pm on 15 Feb 2023.



16 Feb 2024 (Friday):

1lam to 13:00pm: The Third Lecture by Prof Daisaku Higashi on “Peacebuilding and
Roles of Media: War in Syria” at SSBC (More than 40 journalists attended the lecture.)

17:00pm to 17:55pm: Meeting with Amb. Odagiri, Japanese ambassador in South Sudan

19 Feb 2024 (Monday):

1lam to 13:00pm: The Forth Lecture by Prof Daisaku Higashi on “Peacebuilding and

Roles of Media: Success of East Timor” at SSBC (More than 40 journalists attended the

lecture.)
20:00pm to 21:00pm:  SSBC broadcast the news of the lectures by Prof Daisaku Higashi at
SSBC as a special TV report (4 minutes) in its major news program, starting from 8pm on 19

Feb 2024.

20 Feb 2024 (Tuesday):

10:00am to 11:00am:  SSBC recorded the special interview program (Power House) with
Prof. Daisaku Higashi on challenges of peacebuilding in South Sudan, including possible

elections in 2024.
11:30am to 12:00pm: Meeting with Prof. Yokojo Kara, Professor at Juba University
13:00pm to 14:00pm: Meeting with Mr. James Morgan, Foreign Minister of South Sudan

15:00pm to 16:00pm: Meeting with Peter Adwak, Former Minister of High Education in
South Sudan

19:10pm to 19:50pm: SSBC broadcast the special interview program (40 minutes) with Prof.
Daisaku Higashi

20:00pm to 21:00pm:  SSBC broadcast the news of the meeting between James Morgan,
Foreign Minister of South Sudan and Prof. Higashi
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