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General Regulations of Sophia University 
 
Amended: April 1, 2024 
 
Chapter 1. Establishment Objectives and Missions 
 
Article 1. Sophia University (“the University”) is founded by the Society of Jesus, and its legal establisher is the Sophia School 
Corporation. 
 
Article 2. Following the tradition of Catholicism, founded on Christian humanism and as a center of academic excellence, the 
University shall pursue fundamental truths, impart broad knowledge and advanced expertise in the arts and sciences, and build 
character through the development of intellectual, moral, and applied capabilities, with the objectives of cultivating talented 
leaders for society and contributing to the advancement of culture and the welfare of humankind. 
 
Article 3. In order to raise the standards of the University’s education and research and achieve its objectives and social missions, 
the University shall conduct self-assessment and evaluation of its education and research activities, and shall constantly strive to 
improve and enhance the quality of its education and research activities. 
2. Matters concerning the guarantee of the quality of education and research activities shall be stipulated separately.  
3. The implementation structures and methods of self-assessment and evaluation shall be stipulated separately. 
4. The University shall undergo evaluation by third-party evaluation bodies in accordance with the preceding three paragraphs. 
5. The University shall conduct Faculty Development activities in order to furnish organized support for the improvements in 
areas such as teaching methods and class management, and for the acquisition and enhancement of knowledge, skills, and 
capabilities related to educational practice. 
6. The implementation structures and methods of Faculty Development activities shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 2. University Organization 
 
Article 4. The University shall have the following Faculties and Departments as the basic components of its educational and 
research organization. 
Faculty of Theology: Department of Theology 
Faculty of Humanities: Department of Philosophy, Department of History, Department of Japanese Literature, Department of 
English Literature, Department of German Literature, Department of French Literature, Department of Journalism 
Faculty of Human Sciences: Department of Education, Department of Psychology, Department of Sociology, Department of 
Social Services, Department of Nursing 
Faculty of Law: Department of Law, Department of International Legal Studies, Department of Legal Studies of the Global 
Environment 
Faculty of Economics: Department of Economics, Department of Management 
Faculty of Foreign Studies: Department of English Studies, Department of German Studies, Department of French Studies, 
Department of Hispanic Studies, Department of Russian Studies, Department of Luso-Brazilian Studies 
Faculty of Global Studies: Department of Global Studies 
Faculty of Liberal Arts: Department of Liberal Arts 
Faculty of Science and Technology: Department of Materials and Life Sciences, Department of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences, Department of Information and Communication Sciences  
2. Minor courses, research labs, groups and other structures may be established taking into account the types of study undertaken 
by students. Matters concerning the listed establishments shall be stipulated separately. 
3. Center for Liberal Education and Learning shall be established in order to facilitate the planning, organization and 
administration of educational programs across all faculties. Matters concerning the Center for Liberal Education and Learning 
shall be stipulated separately. 
4. Center for Language Education and Research shall be established in order to implement language education programs common 
across all faculties. Matters concerning the Center for Language Education and Research shall be stipulated separately. 
5. Center for Global Education and Discovery shall be established in order to advance the globalization of the University’s 
education. Matters concerning the Center for Global Education and Discovery shall be stipulated separately. 
6. In addition to the common objectives stipulated in Article 2, education and research objectives and human resource 
development objectives for each of the Faculties and Departments named in the preceding paragraph 1 shall be stipulated 
separately pursuant to each Faculty’s own purposes of establishment. 
 
Article 5. The University shall have Graduate Programs. 
2. General regulations for the Graduate Programs shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 6. The University shall have a library, research institutes, centers, and other affiliated educational and research 
organizations. Matters concerning these bodies shall be stipulated separately. 
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General Regulations of Sophia University 
 
Amended: April 1, 2024 
 
Chapter 1. Establishment Objectives and Missions 
 
Article 1. Sophia University (“the University”) is founded by the Society of Jesus, and its legal establisher is the Sophia School 
Corporation. 
 
Article 2. Following the tradition of Catholicism, founded on Christian humanism and as a center of academic excellence, the 
University shall pursue fundamental truths, impart broad knowledge and advanced expertise in the arts and sciences, and build 
character through the development of intellectual, moral, and applied capabilities, with the objectives of cultivating talented 
leaders for society and contributing to the advancement of culture and the welfare of humankind. 
 
Article 3. In order to raise the standards of the University’s education and research and achieve its objectives and social missions, 
the University shall conduct self-assessment and evaluation of its education and research activities, and shall constantly strive to 
improve and enhance the quality of its education and research activities. 
2. Matters concerning the guarantee of the quality of education and research activities shall be stipulated separately.  
3. The implementation structures and methods of self-assessment and evaluation shall be stipulated separately. 
4. The University shall undergo evaluation by third-party evaluation bodies in accordance with the preceding three paragraphs. 
5. The University shall conduct Faculty Development activities in order to furnish organized support for the improvements in 
areas such as teaching methods and class management, and for the acquisition and enhancement of knowledge, skills, and 
capabilities related to educational practice. 
6. The implementation structures and methods of Faculty Development activities shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 2. University Organization 
 
Article 4. The University shall have the following Faculties and Departments as the basic components of its educational and 
research organization. 
Faculty of Theology: Department of Theology 
Faculty of Humanities: Department of Philosophy, Department of History, Department of Japanese Literature, Department of 
English Literature, Department of German Literature, Department of French Literature, Department of Journalism 
Faculty of Human Sciences: Department of Education, Department of Psychology, Department of Sociology, Department of 
Social Services, Department of Nursing 
Faculty of Law: Department of Law, Department of International Legal Studies, Department of Legal Studies of the Global 
Environment 
Faculty of Economics: Department of Economics, Department of Management 
Faculty of Foreign Studies: Department of English Studies, Department of German Studies, Department of French Studies, 
Department of Hispanic Studies, Department of Russian Studies, Department of Luso-Brazilian Studies 
Faculty of Global Studies: Department of Global Studies 
Faculty of Liberal Arts: Department of Liberal Arts 
Faculty of Science and Technology: Department of Materials and Life Sciences, Department of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences, Department of Information and Communication Sciences  
2. Minor courses, research labs, groups and other structures may be established taking into account the types of study undertaken 
by students. Matters concerning the listed establishments shall be stipulated separately. 
3. Center for Liberal Education and Learning shall be established in order to facilitate the planning, organization and 
administration of educational programs across all faculties. Matters concerning the Center for Liberal Education and Learning 
shall be stipulated separately. 
4. Center for Language Education and Research shall be established in order to implement language education programs common 
across all faculties. Matters concerning the Center for Language Education and Research shall be stipulated separately. 
5. Center for Global Education and Discovery shall be established in order to advance the globalization of the University’s 
education. Matters concerning the Center for Global Education and Discovery shall be stipulated separately. 
6. In addition to the common objectives stipulated in Article 2, education and research objectives and human resource 
development objectives for each of the Faculties and Departments named in the preceding paragraph 1 shall be stipulated 
separately pursuant to each Faculty’s own purposes of establishment. 
 
Article 5. The University shall have Graduate Programs. 
2. General regulations for the Graduate Programs shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 6. The University shall have a library, research institutes, centers, and other affiliated educational and research 
organizations. Matters concerning these bodies shall be stipulated separately. 
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Chapter 4. Faculty and Staff Organization 
 
Article 8. The University shall have a President. 
2. The President shall represent the University, and oversee all aspects of university affairs. 
3. Vice Presidents shall be appointed to assist the President and manage university affairs as directed. 
Article 9. Faculty and administrative staff shall be appointed under the President. 
 
Article 10. The University’s managerial organization shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 5. Deans’ Meeting and Faculty Meetings 
 
Article 11. The University shall have a Deans’ Meeting whose purpose is the betterment of education and research in the 
University as a whole. 
2. The membership and operation of the Deans’ Meeting shall be determined separately. 
 
Article 12. Each Faculty and the Center for Language Education and Research shall have a Faculty Meeting. 
2. Faculty Meetings shall be composed of the following full-time faculty members. 
(1) Professors 
(2) Associate Professors 
(3) Lecturers 
3. Faculty Meetings shall furnish opinions to inform decision-making by the President on the following matters. 
(1) Student admissions and graduations 
(2) Conferment of academic degrees 
(3) Important matters concerning education and research other than those in preceding two clauses, in regard to which the 
President stipulates that it is necessary to hear the opinions of Faculty Meetings. 
4. In addition to the matters prescribed in the preceding paragraph, Faculty Meetings shall deliberate on matters concerning 
education and research in the organizations in which they are established, and furnish opinions in response to requests by the 
President. 
5. Matters concerning the operation of each Faculty Meeting shall be stipulated separately by the applicable Faculty Meeting. 
6. Faculty Meetings may involve other full-time faculty members in their deliberations pursuant to separate provision. 
 
Chapter 6. Residence Requirement, Academic Year, Semesters, and Holidays 
 
Article 13. The standard term for completion of academic programs shall be four years, unless otherwise stipulated in these 
General Regulations. 
 
Article 14. The academic year shall commence on April 1 and conclude on March 31 of the following year. 
 
Article 15. The semesters shall divide the school year into Spring Semester and Autumn Semester, the beginning and the end of 
each semester are as follows: 
Spring Semester: April 1 to September 20 
Autumn Semester: September 21 to March 31 of the following year 
2. The semesters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be further divided into two periods (called “quarters” below), with 
the First Quarter and Second Quarter in the Spring Semester and the Third Quarter and Fourth Quarter in the Autumn Semester. 
3. The beginning and the end of the quarters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be determined by the University 
President, apart from what is determined in paragraph 1. 
 
Article 16 [Deleted] 
 
Article 17. Classes and courses shall not be held on the following holidays. However, the start and end dates of the vacation 
periods stipulated in (6) through (8) below shall be stipulated separately depending on each year. 
(1) Saturdays 
(2) Sundays 
(3) National holidays prescribed in the National Holidays Act (No. 178, 1948) 
(4) Foundation Day (November 1) 
(5) St. Xavier’s Day (December 3) 
(6) Spring Vacation 
(7) Summer Vacation 
(8) Winter Vacation 
2. The President may nominate holidays other than those in the preceding paragraph on an ad hoc basis as necessary. 
3. The President may require classes or courses (including make-up classes and intensive courses) to be held on any of the 
holidays stipulated in paragraph 1 as necessary. 
 
Article 18 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 7. Courses and Credits 
 
Article 19. The types of curricular courses shall be University-wide General Studies Courses, Language Courses, and Specialized 
Education Courses. Each of these shall be classified as compulsory, elective, or optional. 
2. The structure of courses shall be determined separately. 

Chapter 3. Enrollment Capacity 
 
Article 7. First-year enrollment quotas, transfer enrollment quotas, and overall enrollment capacities shall be as set forth below. 

Faculty Department First-year enrollment 
quota 

Transfer enrollment 
quota 

Overall enrollment 
capacity 

Faculty of 
Theology Department of Theology 50 8 196 

Faculty of 
Humanities 

Department of Philosophy 60 - 240 
Department of History 70 - 280 
Department of Japanese 
Literature 60 - 240 

Department of English 
Literature 100 - 400 

Department of German 
Literature 50 - 200 

Department of French 
Literature 50 - 200 

Department of Journalism 120 - 480 
Total 510 - 2,040 

Faculty of Human 
Sciences 

Department of Education 60 - 240 
Department of Psychology 55 - 220 
Department of Sociology 60 - 240 
Department of Social Services 60 - 240 
Department of Nursing 70 - 280 
Total 305 - 1,220 

Faculty of Law 

Department of Law  160 - 640 
Department of International 
Legal Studies 100 - 400 

Department of Legal Studies of 
the Global Environment 70 - 280 

Total 330 - 1,320 

Faculty of 
Economics 

Department of Economics 165 - 660 
Department of Management 165 - 660 
Total 330 - 1,320 

Faculty of Foreign 
Studies 

Department of English Studies 180 - 720 
Department of German Studies 60 - 240 
Department of French Studies 70 - 280 
Department of Hispanic Studies 70 - 280 
Department of Russian Studies 60 - 240 
Department of Luso-Brazilian 
Studies 60 - 240 

Total 500 - 2,000 
Faculty of Global 
Studies Department of Global Studies 220 - 880 

Faculty of Liberal 
Arts Department of Liberal Arts 186 - 744 

Faculty of Science 
and Technology 

Department of Materials and 
Life Sciences 137 - 524 

Department of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences 137 - 524 

Department of Information and 
Communication Sciences 136 - 532 

Total 410 - 1,580 
Overall Total 2,841 8 11,300 
2. The transfer enrollment quota stipulated in the preceding article for the Faculty of Theology shall be a quota for third-year 
entry. 
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Chapter 4. Faculty and Staff Organization 
 
Article 8. The University shall have a President. 
2. The President shall represent the University, and oversee all aspects of university affairs. 
3. Vice Presidents shall be appointed to assist the President and manage university affairs as directed. 
Article 9. Faculty and administrative staff shall be appointed under the President. 
 
Article 10. The University’s managerial organization shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 5. Deans’ Meeting and Faculty Meetings 
 
Article 11. The University shall have a Deans’ Meeting whose purpose is the betterment of education and research in the 
University as a whole. 
2. The membership and operation of the Deans’ Meeting shall be determined separately. 
 
Article 12. Each Faculty and the Center for Language Education and Research shall have a Faculty Meeting. 
2. Faculty Meetings shall be composed of the following full-time faculty members. 
(1) Professors 
(2) Associate Professors 
(3) Lecturers 
3. Faculty Meetings shall furnish opinions to inform decision-making by the President on the following matters. 
(1) Student admissions and graduations 
(2) Conferment of academic degrees 
(3) Important matters concerning education and research other than those in preceding two clauses, in regard to which the 
President stipulates that it is necessary to hear the opinions of Faculty Meetings. 
4. In addition to the matters prescribed in the preceding paragraph, Faculty Meetings shall deliberate on matters concerning 
education and research in the organizations in which they are established, and furnish opinions in response to requests by the 
President. 
5. Matters concerning the operation of each Faculty Meeting shall be stipulated separately by the applicable Faculty Meeting. 
6. Faculty Meetings may involve other full-time faculty members in their deliberations pursuant to separate provision. 
 
Chapter 6. Residence Requirement, Academic Year, Semesters, and Holidays 
 
Article 13. The standard term for completion of academic programs shall be four years, unless otherwise stipulated in these 
General Regulations. 
 
Article 14. The academic year shall commence on April 1 and conclude on March 31 of the following year. 
 
Article 15. The semesters shall divide the school year into Spring Semester and Autumn Semester, the beginning and the end of 
each semester are as follows: 
Spring Semester: April 1 to September 20 
Autumn Semester: September 21 to March 31 of the following year 
2. The semesters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be further divided into two periods (called “quarters” below), with 
the First Quarter and Second Quarter in the Spring Semester and the Third Quarter and Fourth Quarter in the Autumn Semester. 
3. The beginning and the end of the quarters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be determined by the University 
President, apart from what is determined in paragraph 1. 
 
Article 16 [Deleted] 
 
Article 17. Classes and courses shall not be held on the following holidays. However, the start and end dates of the vacation 
periods stipulated in (6) through (8) below shall be stipulated separately depending on each year. 
(1) Saturdays 
(2) Sundays 
(3) National holidays prescribed in the National Holidays Act (No. 178, 1948) 
(4) Foundation Day (November 1) 
(5) St. Xavier’s Day (December 3) 
(6) Spring Vacation 
(7) Summer Vacation 
(8) Winter Vacation 
2. The President may nominate holidays other than those in the preceding paragraph on an ad hoc basis as necessary. 
3. The President may require classes or courses (including make-up classes and intensive courses) to be held on any of the 
holidays stipulated in paragraph 1 as necessary. 
 
Article 18 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 7. Courses and Credits 
 
Article 19. The types of curricular courses shall be University-wide General Studies Courses, Language Courses, and Specialized 
Education Courses. Each of these shall be classified as compulsory, elective, or optional. 
2. The structure of courses shall be determined separately. 

Chapter 3. Enrollment Capacity 
 
Article 7. First-year enrollment quotas, transfer enrollment quotas, and overall enrollment capacities shall be as set forth below. 

Faculty Department First-year enrollment 
quota 

Transfer enrollment 
quota 

Overall enrollment 
capacity 

Faculty of 
Theology Department of Theology 50 8 196 

Faculty of 
Humanities 

Department of Philosophy 60 - 240 
Department of History 70 - 280 
Department of Japanese 
Literature 60 - 240 

Department of English 
Literature 100 - 400 

Department of German 
Literature 50 - 200 

Department of French 
Literature 50 - 200 

Department of Journalism 120 - 480 
Total 510 - 2,040 

Faculty of Human 
Sciences 

Department of Education 60 - 240 
Department of Psychology 55 - 220 
Department of Sociology 60 - 240 
Department of Social Services 60 - 240 
Department of Nursing 70 - 280 
Total 305 - 1,220 

Faculty of Law 

Department of Law  160 - 640 
Department of International 
Legal Studies 100 - 400 

Department of Legal Studies of 
the Global Environment 70 - 280 

Total 330 - 1,320 

Faculty of 
Economics 

Department of Economics 165 - 660 
Department of Management 165 - 660 
Total 330 - 1,320 

Faculty of Foreign 
Studies 

Department of English Studies 180 - 720 
Department of German Studies 60 - 240 
Department of French Studies 70 - 280 
Department of Hispanic Studies 70 - 280 
Department of Russian Studies 60 - 240 
Department of Luso-Brazilian 
Studies 60 - 240 

Total 500 - 2,000 
Faculty of Global 
Studies Department of Global Studies 220 - 880 

Faculty of Liberal 
Arts Department of Liberal Arts 186 - 744 

Faculty of Science 
and Technology 

Department of Materials and 
Life Sciences 137 - 524 

Department of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences 137 - 524 

Department of Information and 
Communication Sciences 136 - 532 

Total 410 - 1,580 
Overall Total 2,841 8 11,300 
2. The transfer enrollment quota stipulated in the preceding article for the Faculty of Theology shall be a quota for third-year 
entry. 
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Article 30. Those seeking transfer to the University from other universities (including universities outside Japan, junior colleges, 
and other academic institutions) may be admitted pursuant to a selection process. 
2. Matters concerning candidates for transfer shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 31. Those seeking change of Faculty/Department may be permitted to do so pursuant to a selection process. 
2. Matters concerning change of Faculty/Department shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 32. Those seeking leave of absence from studies due to illness or other unavoidable grounds must submit a leave of 
absence request detailing their grounds and obtain the permission of the President. Applications for leave of absence on the 
grounds of illness must be accompanied by a certificate from a medical practitioner. 
2. Leave of absence shall be taken in periods of one quarter, and shall not exceed 2 years consecutively or 4 years cumulatively. 
3. Those on leave of absence shall be reinstated when the permitted leave of absence period expires. However, if the leave of 
absence was permitted on the grounds of illness, an application for reinstatement in the prescribed format must be submitted, 
accompanied by a certificate from a medical practitioner. 
4. Those whose grounds for leave of absence lapse during the leave of absence period and who seek reinstatement must submit an 
application for reinstatement. 
 
Article 33. The President may permit those wishing to study abroad at a university outside Japan with which the University has a 
partnership agreement, or which is empowered to confer academic degrees, to undertake such study abroad if it is assessed and 
found to be educationally beneficial for them. 
2. Matters concerning study abroad shall be stipulated separately. 
3. Recognition and transfer of credits earned during study abroad shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 34. When judged by the University to be educationally beneficial, credits earned by currently-enrolled students in 
curricular courses offered at other universities and junior colleges (including those earned while studying abroad), and credits 
from studies stipulated separately by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology and judged equivalent 
to curricular courses offered at the University, may, up to a maximum of 40 credits, be deemed to be earned within the University. 
2. When judged by the University to be educationally beneficial, credits earned by students prior to enrollment in the University 
in curricular courses offered at other universities and junior colleges, and credits from studies stipulated separately by the Minister 
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology and judged equivalent to curricular courses offered at the University, may, 
up to a maximum of 30 credits, be deemed to be earned within the University, except for cases of transfer enrollment. 
3. The total number of credits deemed to be earned within the University pursuant to the preceding two paragraphs shall not 
exceed 60. 
4. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2, credits earned at the Sophia School of Social Welfare may be deemed to be earned 
within the University. 
5. Separate stipulation shall be made for recognition of credits earned at other universities, junior colleges, and the Sophia School 
of Social Welfare. 
 
Article 35 [Deleted] 
 
Article 36 [Deleted] 
 
Article 37 [Deleted] 
 
Article 38. Active enrollment in the University apart from years taken for leave of absence shall not exceed 8 years. 
2. Despite the condition of paragraph 1, the period of active enrollment of all those who are in accord with all of the following 
numbers shall not exceed 8 years and 3 months.  
  (1) Those who have been enrolled for 7 years and 9 months in the University at the end of the semester determined in Article 

15. 
  (2) Those who have not completed necessary conditions for graduation as determined in Articles 13 and 57. 
 
Article 38-2. For purposes of calculation of the period of Academic Residence according to the conditions of Article 13 and Leave 
of Absence according to the conditions of Article 32, the quarter determined in paragraph 2 of Article 15 shall be calculated as 3 
months. 
 
Article 39. Those seeking to withdraw from the University must submit a request for withdrawal in the prescribed format together 
with their student identification card, and obtain the permission of the President. 
2. Those applying for withdrawal must pay all tuition and other fees payable up to the time of withdrawal. 
 
Article 40. The President shall determine withdrawal of those who for 2 consecutive years are unable to earn 32 or more credits 
including those of curricular courses designated by their Faculty/Department. 
 
Chapter 9. Registering and Taking Courses 
 
Article 41. A total of 26 credits must be earned in General Studies courses, including compulsory 8 credits. 
2. [Deleted] 
3. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, a total of 22 credits must be earned, including compulsory 8 credits in the Department of English 
Literature of the Faculty of Humanities and the Department of English Studies of the Faculty of Foreign Studies. A total of 26 
credits must be earned, including compulsory 4 credits in the Faculty of Liberal Arts. 

3. The President may establish courses on an ad hoc basis in addition to those stipulated in the preceding paragraph. 
 
Article 19-2. Courses shall be conducted by lectures, seminars, experiments, practical or training courses, or with some 
combination of the above. 
2. As determined separately by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, courses of the preceding 
paragraph may be taken which utilize numerous media to a great degree or are held in places other than designated classrooms.  
3. The upper limit of credits that may be obtained according to the course methods of the preceding paragraph is 60 credits. 
4. The courses in paragraph 1 (including those designated in paragraph 2) may be taken in countries outside Japan. 
 
Article 20. Students enrolled in a course shall be granted the number of credits specified for the course if they attend classes and 
pass an examination. 
2. Credits granted for courses shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 21 [Deleted] 
 
Article 22. The number of credits granted for a course shall be calculated in accordance with the following standards based on 
class hours, with a regular course requiring a total of 45 hours of study per credit. 
(1) For lecture and seminar courses, one credit shall be awarded for 15 to 30 class hours. 
(2) For laboratory, fieldwork, and practicum courses, one credit shall be awarded for 30 to 45 class hours. 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the number of credits granted for completion of Graduation Thesis, 
Graduation Research and similar courses may be stipulated in light of the volume of study they entail, provided that the grant of 
credit is judged appropriate following an evaluation of the learning outcomes thereof. 
3. The number of class hours constituting the basis for calculation of one credit shall be determined by the President. 
 
Chapter 8. Enrollment, Transfer, Change of Faculty/Department, Leave of Absence, Study Abroad, Withdrawal, and 
Re-Enrollment 
 
Article 23. The enrollment date shall be at the start of the semester. 
2. The semester allowed for enrollment shall be determined separately by each Faculty or Department. 
 
Article 24. The University shall, pursuant to a selection process, admit the enrollment of applicants who meet any of the following 
conditions. 
(1) Graduation from a senior high school or secondary school 
(2) Completion of 12 years of school education under a regular curriculum 
(3) Completion of a 12-year school education curriculum outside Japan, or equivalent thereto designated by the Minister of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(4) Completion of a curriculum at an educational facility outside Japan with certification from the Minister of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology that the said curriculum is equivalent to that operated at a senior high school in Japan 
(5) Nomination by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(6) Successful completion of an exam for the Certificate for Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Upper Secondary School 
Graduates, conducted pursuant to the rules for Certificate for Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Upper Secondary 
School Graduates 
(7) Recognition by the University of academic proficiency equivalent to a graduate of a senior high school in Japan, where the 
applicant is of an appropriate age. 
2. Admission for enrollment shall be determined by the President. 
  
Article 25. Those wishing to enroll in the University must pay the prescribed entrance examination fee and apply by the 
designated date using the admission application form accompanied by the following documents. 
(1) A report or academic transcript issued by the head of the senior high school attended by the applicant; a passing certificate and 
transcript of results for those passing a qualifying examination; an IB Diploma and Transcript of Results for those completing the 
International Baccalaureate 
(2) Other necessary documentation 
2. Entrance examination fees once paid shall not be refunded. 
 
Article 26. Applicants for enrollment under the preceding article shall be selected pursuant to stipulations made separately. 
 
Article 27. Applicants admitted for enrollment in accordance with the preceding article must submit the following documents, 
accompanied by enrollment fees, by the designated date. 
(1) Pledge co-signed by the Guarantor 
(2) Copy of Resident Register issued by a local government authority 
(3) Certificate of graduation (completion) from senior high school or other educational institution attended 
(4) Other necessary documentation 
 
Article 28. A Guarantor must be a self-supporting adult residing in Japan capable of assuming complete responsibility for the 
enrollee personally and for all tuition and student fees payable thereby, and should, in principle, be the enrollee’s father or mother. 
However, non-Japanese nationals may be permitted to have a Guarantor who resides outside Japan. 
 
Article 29. Matters concerning the re-enrollment of those who have graduated or withdrawn from the University shall be 
stipulated separately. 
 

─ 212 ─

1051002_［FLA］Bulletin_CC2022.indd   2121051002_［FLA］Bulletin_CC2022.indd   212 2025/03/13   13:53:202025/03/13   13:53:20



Article 30. Those seeking transfer to the University from other universities (including universities outside Japan, junior colleges, 
and other academic institutions) may be admitted pursuant to a selection process. 
2. Matters concerning candidates for transfer shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 31. Those seeking change of Faculty/Department may be permitted to do so pursuant to a selection process. 
2. Matters concerning change of Faculty/Department shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 32. Those seeking leave of absence from studies due to illness or other unavoidable grounds must submit a leave of 
absence request detailing their grounds and obtain the permission of the President. Applications for leave of absence on the 
grounds of illness must be accompanied by a certificate from a medical practitioner. 
2. Leave of absence shall be taken in periods of one quarter, and shall not exceed 2 years consecutively or 4 years cumulatively. 
3. Those on leave of absence shall be reinstated when the permitted leave of absence period expires. However, if the leave of 
absence was permitted on the grounds of illness, an application for reinstatement in the prescribed format must be submitted, 
accompanied by a certificate from a medical practitioner. 
4. Those whose grounds for leave of absence lapse during the leave of absence period and who seek reinstatement must submit an 
application for reinstatement. 
 
Article 33. The President may permit those wishing to study abroad at a university outside Japan with which the University has a 
partnership agreement, or which is empowered to confer academic degrees, to undertake such study abroad if it is assessed and 
found to be educationally beneficial for them. 
2. Matters concerning study abroad shall be stipulated separately. 
3. Recognition and transfer of credits earned during study abroad shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 34. When judged by the University to be educationally beneficial, credits earned by currently-enrolled students in 
curricular courses offered at other universities and junior colleges (including those earned while studying abroad), and credits 
from studies stipulated separately by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology and judged equivalent 
to curricular courses offered at the University, may, up to a maximum of 40 credits, be deemed to be earned within the University. 
2. When judged by the University to be educationally beneficial, credits earned by students prior to enrollment in the University 
in curricular courses offered at other universities and junior colleges, and credits from studies stipulated separately by the Minister 
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology and judged equivalent to curricular courses offered at the University, may, 
up to a maximum of 30 credits, be deemed to be earned within the University, except for cases of transfer enrollment. 
3. The total number of credits deemed to be earned within the University pursuant to the preceding two paragraphs shall not 
exceed 60. 
4. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2, credits earned at the Sophia School of Social Welfare may be deemed to be earned 
within the University. 
5. Separate stipulation shall be made for recognition of credits earned at other universities, junior colleges, and the Sophia School 
of Social Welfare. 
 
Article 35 [Deleted] 
 
Article 36 [Deleted] 
 
Article 37 [Deleted] 
 
Article 38. Active enrollment in the University apart from years taken for leave of absence shall not exceed 8 years. 
2. Despite the condition of paragraph 1, the period of active enrollment of all those who are in accord with all of the following 
numbers shall not exceed 8 years and 3 months.  
  (1) Those who have been enrolled for 7 years and 9 months in the University at the end of the semester determined in Article 

15. 
  (2) Those who have not completed necessary conditions for graduation as determined in Articles 13 and 57. 
 
Article 38-2. For purposes of calculation of the period of Academic Residence according to the conditions of Article 13 and Leave 
of Absence according to the conditions of Article 32, the quarter determined in paragraph 2 of Article 15 shall be calculated as 3 
months. 
 
Article 39. Those seeking to withdraw from the University must submit a request for withdrawal in the prescribed format together 
with their student identification card, and obtain the permission of the President. 
2. Those applying for withdrawal must pay all tuition and other fees payable up to the time of withdrawal. 
 
Article 40. The President shall determine withdrawal of those who for 2 consecutive years are unable to earn 32 or more credits 
including those of curricular courses designated by their Faculty/Department. 
 
Chapter 9. Registering and Taking Courses 
 
Article 41. A total of 26 credits must be earned in General Studies courses, including compulsory 8 credits. 
2. [Deleted] 
3. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, a total of 22 credits must be earned, including compulsory 8 credits in the Department of English 
Literature of the Faculty of Humanities and the Department of English Studies of the Faculty of Foreign Studies. A total of 26 
credits must be earned, including compulsory 4 credits in the Faculty of Liberal Arts. 

3. The President may establish courses on an ad hoc basis in addition to those stipulated in the preceding paragraph. 
 
Article 19-2. Courses shall be conducted by lectures, seminars, experiments, practical or training courses, or with some 
combination of the above. 
2. As determined separately by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, courses of the preceding 
paragraph may be taken which utilize numerous media to a great degree or are held in places other than designated classrooms.  
3. The upper limit of credits that may be obtained according to the course methods of the preceding paragraph is 60 credits. 
4. The courses in paragraph 1 (including those designated in paragraph 2) may be taken in countries outside Japan. 
 
Article 20. Students enrolled in a course shall be granted the number of credits specified for the course if they attend classes and 
pass an examination. 
2. Credits granted for courses shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 21 [Deleted] 
 
Article 22. The number of credits granted for a course shall be calculated in accordance with the following standards based on 
class hours, with a regular course requiring a total of 45 hours of study per credit. 
(1) For lecture and seminar courses, one credit shall be awarded for 15 to 30 class hours. 
(2) For laboratory, fieldwork, and practicum courses, one credit shall be awarded for 30 to 45 class hours. 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the number of credits granted for completion of Graduation Thesis, 
Graduation Research and similar courses may be stipulated in light of the volume of study they entail, provided that the grant of 
credit is judged appropriate following an evaluation of the learning outcomes thereof. 
3. The number of class hours constituting the basis for calculation of one credit shall be determined by the President. 
 
Chapter 8. Enrollment, Transfer, Change of Faculty/Department, Leave of Absence, Study Abroad, Withdrawal, and 
Re-Enrollment 
 
Article 23. The enrollment date shall be at the start of the semester. 
2. The semester allowed for enrollment shall be determined separately by each Faculty or Department. 
 
Article 24. The University shall, pursuant to a selection process, admit the enrollment of applicants who meet any of the following 
conditions. 
(1) Graduation from a senior high school or secondary school 
(2) Completion of 12 years of school education under a regular curriculum 
(3) Completion of a 12-year school education curriculum outside Japan, or equivalent thereto designated by the Minister of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(4) Completion of a curriculum at an educational facility outside Japan with certification from the Minister of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology that the said curriculum is equivalent to that operated at a senior high school in Japan 
(5) Nomination by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(6) Successful completion of an exam for the Certificate for Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Upper Secondary School 
Graduates, conducted pursuant to the rules for Certificate for Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Upper Secondary 
School Graduates 
(7) Recognition by the University of academic proficiency equivalent to a graduate of a senior high school in Japan, where the 
applicant is of an appropriate age. 
2. Admission for enrollment shall be determined by the President. 
  
Article 25. Those wishing to enroll in the University must pay the prescribed entrance examination fee and apply by the 
designated date using the admission application form accompanied by the following documents. 
(1) A report or academic transcript issued by the head of the senior high school attended by the applicant; a passing certificate and 
transcript of results for those passing a qualifying examination; an IB Diploma and Transcript of Results for those completing the 
International Baccalaureate 
(2) Other necessary documentation 
2. Entrance examination fees once paid shall not be refunded. 
 
Article 26. Applicants for enrollment under the preceding article shall be selected pursuant to stipulations made separately. 
 
Article 27. Applicants admitted for enrollment in accordance with the preceding article must submit the following documents, 
accompanied by enrollment fees, by the designated date. 
(1) Pledge co-signed by the Guarantor 
(2) Copy of Resident Register issued by a local government authority 
(3) Certificate of graduation (completion) from senior high school or other educational institution attended 
(4) Other necessary documentation 
 
Article 28. A Guarantor must be a self-supporting adult residing in Japan capable of assuming complete responsibility for the 
enrollee personally and for all tuition and student fees payable thereby, and should, in principle, be the enrollee’s father or mother. 
However, non-Japanese nationals may be permitted to have a Guarantor who resides outside Japan. 
 
Article 29. Matters concerning the re-enrollment of those who have graduated or withdrawn from the University shall be 
stipulated separately. 
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Article 56 [Deleted] 
 
Article 57. The President shall authorize graduation of those who have satisfied the standard term of completion as set forth in 
Article 13 and earned the prescribed course credits required for graduation. 
2. Graduation dates shall be March 31 and September 20 each year. 
3. A minimum of 124 credits shall be required for graduation, with requirements in each Faculty/Department as shown below. 
 

Faculty Department 

General Studies 
Courses 

Language 
Courses 

Departmental 
Courses 

 

Total 

C
om

pulsory 

Elective 

C
om

pulsory 

C
om

pulsory 

Elective 

Faculty of Theology Department of Theology 8 18 4 30 64 124 

Faculty of Humanities  

Department of Philosophy 8 18 4 28 66 124 
Department of History 8 18 4 14 80 124 
Department of Japanese Literature 8 18 4 28 66 124 
Department of English Literature 8 14 8 44 50 124 
Department of German Literature 8 18 4 42 52 124 
Department of French Literature 8 18 4 42 52 124 
Department of Journalism 8 18 4 14 80 124 

Faculty of Human 
Sciences  

Department of Education 8 18 4 23 71 124 
Department of Psychology 8 18 4 34 60 124 
Department of Sociology 8 18 4 22 72 124 
Department of Social Services 8 18 4 26 68 124 
Department of Nursing 8 18 4 90 8 128 

Faculty of Law 

Department of Law  8 18 4 24 72 126 
Department of International Legal 
Studies 8 18 4 25 72 127 

Department of Legal Studies of the 
Global Environment 8 18 4 26 70 126 

Faculty of Economics 
Department of Economics 8 18 4 8 86 124 
Department of Management 8 18 4 4 90 124 

Faculty of Foreign 
Studies 

Department of English Studies 8 14 8 16 78 124 
Department of German Studies 8 18 4 32 62 124 
Department of French Studies 8 18 4 32 62 124 
Department of Hispanic Studies 8 18 4 32 62 124 
Department of Russian Studies 8 18 4 30 64 124 
Department of Luso-Brazilian 
Studies 8 18 4 34 60 124 

Faculty of Global 
Studies Department of Global Studies 8 18 4 12 82 124 

Faculty of Liberal Arts Department of Liberal Arts 4 22 4 16 78 124 

Faculty of Science and 
Technology 

Department of Materials and Life 
Sciences 8 18 4 29 65 124 

Department of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences 8 18 4 26 68 124 

Department of Information and 
Communication Sciences 8 18 4 34 60 124 

 
Article 57-2. The President may authorize the graduation of those who have been enrolled in the University for 3 years or more, 
earned the credits stipulated in paragraph 1 of the preceding article with outstanding academic results, and wish to graduate 
without fulfilling the standard term of completion stipulated in Article 13 (“early graduation”). 
2. The availability of early graduation and necessary matters pertaining thereto shall be stipulated separately by each Faculty 
and/or Department. 
3. Paragraph 2 of the preceding article shall apply correspondingly to early graduation. 

4. Credits earned in non-compulsory General Studies courses may be assigned as Departmental course credits, if considered 
educationally necessary for the Department and pursuant to the decision of the President. However, in all Faculties other than the 
Faculty of Liberal Arts, the maximum number of credits that may be so assigned is 12 credits. 
5. Credits earned in specified Departmental courses may be assigned as credits earned in non-compulsory General Studies courses. 
However, in all Faculties other than the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the maximum number of credits that may be so assigned is 4 
credits. 
 
Article 41-2. In Language Education courses, 4 credits in foreign language (English) courses shall be compulsory. However, in 
the Department of English Literature of the Faculty of Humanities and the Department of English Studies of the Faculty of 
Foreign Studies, 8 credits and in the Faculty of Liberal Arts, 4 credits in foreign language courses shall be compulsory. 
2. Credits earned in non-compulsory Language Education courses may be assigned as non-compulsory General Studies course 
credits. However, in all Faculties other than the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the maximum number of credits that may be so assigned 
is 8 credits. 
3. Credits earned in non-compulsory Language Education courses may be assigned as Departmental course credits, if considered 
educationally necessary for the Department and pursuant to the decision of the President. 
 
Article 41-3. Courses offered in the Graduate Schools may be taken pursuant to separate stipulations, if educationally necessary 
for the Department and within the limits specified by the Graduate School concerned. Credits earned thereby may not be counted 
towards credits required for graduation. 
 
Article 42. A number of credits must be earned in Departmental courses equal to or exceeding the minimum standard prescribed 
by the Department concerned. 
2. The minimum standard in the preceding paragraph must be at least 94 credits including compulsory and elective courses. 
3. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, credits earned in Departmental courses offered in other Departments may be 
substituted for credits prescribed by the Department within the limits specified by the Department concerned. 
 
Article 43 [Deleted] 
 
Article 44 [Deleted] 
 
Article 45. Those seeking to obtain a school teaching qualification must take teacher training program prescribed courses and earn 
credits therein as stipulated separately, consistent with the Teachers License Act (No. 147 of 1949) and the Ordinance for 
Enforcement of the Teachers License Act (Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture Ordinance No. 26 of 1954). 
2. The types of teacher’s licenses obtainable depending on the Faculty/Department of the University are stipulated in Annex 2. 
 
Article 46. Credits earned in courses pertaining to teacher training (excluding teaching practice) may be counted as elective 
Departmental course credits in compliance with prior stipulations made by the Faculty/Department concerned. 
 
Article 47. Those wishing to obtain a museum curator qualification must take museum curator training program prescribed 
courses and earn credits therein as stipulated separately. 
2. Credits earned in courses pertaining to museum curator training (excluding museum curator field work) may be counted as 
elective Departmental course credits in compliance with prior stipulations made by the Faculty/Department concerned. 
 
Article 48 [Deleted] 
 
Article 49. The Graduation Thesis must be submitted by the due date in compliance with prior stipulations made by the 
Faculty/Department concerned. 
 
Article 50. Registration within the prescribed period shall be necessary in order to take a curricular course. 
 
Article 51 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 10. Examinations and Graduation 
 
Article 52. Semester final examinations shall be held in periods stipulated by the University. 
 
Article 53 [Deleted] 
 
Article 54. Those judged to have been unable to take a semester final examination due to illness or other unavoidable grounds, 
may take a make-up examination after paying a make-up examination fee stipulated separately. 
 
Article 55. Grades in curricular courses shall be expressed using the notation, in descending order, of A (100-90 points), B (89-80 
points), C (79-70 points), D (69-60 points), F (59 points and under), P, X, and I, whereby A, B, C, D, and P are passing grades, F 
and X are failing grades, and I denotes incomplete grading. 
2. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, withdrawn courses shall be graded as W, and deemed courses as N. 
3. A Grade Point Average (“GPA”) system shall be employed as a measure of overall academic performance based on the grade 
notation in paragraph 1. 
4. GPA under the preceding paragraph shall be calculated by converting each grade of A to numerical value of 4.0, B to 3.0, C to 
2.0, D to 1.0 and F to 0, multiplying the number of credits earned in the course with the graded value of that course, and dividing 
the total of the products thereof by the total number of registered credits (excluding courses graded as W, N, P, X, and I). 

─ 214 ─

1051002_［FLA］Bulletin_CC2022.indd   2141051002_［FLA］Bulletin_CC2022.indd   214 2025/03/13   13:53:232025/03/13   13:53:23



Article 56 [Deleted] 
 
Article 57. The President shall authorize graduation of those who have satisfied the standard term of completion as set forth in 
Article 13 and earned the prescribed course credits required for graduation. 
2. Graduation dates shall be March 31 and September 20 each year. 
3. A minimum of 124 credits shall be required for graduation, with requirements in each Faculty/Department as shown below. 
 

Faculty Department 

General Studies 
Courses 

Language 
Courses 

Departmental 
Courses 

 

Total 

C
om

pulsory 

Elective 

C
om

pulsory 

C
om

pulsory 

Elective 

Faculty of Theology Department of Theology 8 18 4 30 64 124 

Faculty of Humanities  

Department of Philosophy 8 18 4 28 66 124 
Department of History 8 18 4 14 80 124 
Department of Japanese Literature 8 18 4 28 66 124 
Department of English Literature 8 14 8 44 50 124 
Department of German Literature 8 18 4 42 52 124 
Department of French Literature 8 18 4 42 52 124 
Department of Journalism 8 18 4 14 80 124 

Faculty of Human 
Sciences  

Department of Education 8 18 4 23 71 124 
Department of Psychology 8 18 4 34 60 124 
Department of Sociology 8 18 4 22 72 124 
Department of Social Services 8 18 4 26 68 124 
Department of Nursing 8 18 4 90 8 128 

Faculty of Law 

Department of Law  8 18 4 24 72 126 
Department of International Legal 
Studies 8 18 4 25 72 127 

Department of Legal Studies of the 
Global Environment 8 18 4 26 70 126 

Faculty of Economics 
Department of Economics 8 18 4 8 86 124 
Department of Management 8 18 4 4 90 124 

Faculty of Foreign 
Studies 

Department of English Studies 8 14 8 16 78 124 
Department of German Studies 8 18 4 32 62 124 
Department of French Studies 8 18 4 32 62 124 
Department of Hispanic Studies 8 18 4 32 62 124 
Department of Russian Studies 8 18 4 30 64 124 
Department of Luso-Brazilian 
Studies 8 18 4 34 60 124 

Faculty of Global 
Studies Department of Global Studies 8 18 4 12 82 124 

Faculty of Liberal Arts Department of Liberal Arts 4 22 4 16 78 124 

Faculty of Science and 
Technology 

Department of Materials and Life 
Sciences 8 18 4 29 65 124 

Department of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences 8 18 4 26 68 124 

Department of Information and 
Communication Sciences 8 18 4 34 60 124 

 
Article 57-2. The President may authorize the graduation of those who have been enrolled in the University for 3 years or more, 
earned the credits stipulated in paragraph 1 of the preceding article with outstanding academic results, and wish to graduate 
without fulfilling the standard term of completion stipulated in Article 13 (“early graduation”). 
2. The availability of early graduation and necessary matters pertaining thereto shall be stipulated separately by each Faculty 
and/or Department. 
3. Paragraph 2 of the preceding article shall apply correspondingly to early graduation. 

4. Credits earned in non-compulsory General Studies courses may be assigned as Departmental course credits, if considered 
educationally necessary for the Department and pursuant to the decision of the President. However, in all Faculties other than the 
Faculty of Liberal Arts, the maximum number of credits that may be so assigned is 12 credits. 
5. Credits earned in specified Departmental courses may be assigned as credits earned in non-compulsory General Studies courses. 
However, in all Faculties other than the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the maximum number of credits that may be so assigned is 4 
credits. 
 
Article 41-2. In Language Education courses, 4 credits in foreign language (English) courses shall be compulsory. However, in 
the Department of English Literature of the Faculty of Humanities and the Department of English Studies of the Faculty of 
Foreign Studies, 8 credits and in the Faculty of Liberal Arts, 4 credits in foreign language courses shall be compulsory. 
2. Credits earned in non-compulsory Language Education courses may be assigned as non-compulsory General Studies course 
credits. However, in all Faculties other than the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the maximum number of credits that may be so assigned 
is 8 credits. 
3. Credits earned in non-compulsory Language Education courses may be assigned as Departmental course credits, if considered 
educationally necessary for the Department and pursuant to the decision of the President. 
 
Article 41-3. Courses offered in the Graduate Schools may be taken pursuant to separate stipulations, if educationally necessary 
for the Department and within the limits specified by the Graduate School concerned. Credits earned thereby may not be counted 
towards credits required for graduation. 
 
Article 42. A number of credits must be earned in Departmental courses equal to or exceeding the minimum standard prescribed 
by the Department concerned. 
2. The minimum standard in the preceding paragraph must be at least 94 credits including compulsory and elective courses. 
3. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, credits earned in Departmental courses offered in other Departments may be 
substituted for credits prescribed by the Department within the limits specified by the Department concerned. 
 
Article 43 [Deleted] 
 
Article 44 [Deleted] 
 
Article 45. Those seeking to obtain a school teaching qualification must take teacher training program prescribed courses and earn 
credits therein as stipulated separately, consistent with the Teachers License Act (No. 147 of 1949) and the Ordinance for 
Enforcement of the Teachers License Act (Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture Ordinance No. 26 of 1954). 
2. The types of teacher’s licenses obtainable depending on the Faculty/Department of the University are stipulated in Annex 2. 
 
Article 46. Credits earned in courses pertaining to teacher training (excluding teaching practice) may be counted as elective 
Departmental course credits in compliance with prior stipulations made by the Faculty/Department concerned. 
 
Article 47. Those wishing to obtain a museum curator qualification must take museum curator training program prescribed 
courses and earn credits therein as stipulated separately. 
2. Credits earned in courses pertaining to museum curator training (excluding museum curator field work) may be counted as 
elective Departmental course credits in compliance with prior stipulations made by the Faculty/Department concerned. 
 
Article 48 [Deleted] 
 
Article 49. The Graduation Thesis must be submitted by the due date in compliance with prior stipulations made by the 
Faculty/Department concerned. 
 
Article 50. Registration within the prescribed period shall be necessary in order to take a curricular course. 
 
Article 51 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 10. Examinations and Graduation 
 
Article 52. Semester final examinations shall be held in periods stipulated by the University. 
 
Article 53 [Deleted] 
 
Article 54. Those judged to have been unable to take a semester final examination due to illness or other unavoidable grounds, 
may take a make-up examination after paying a make-up examination fee stipulated separately. 
 
Article 55. Grades in curricular courses shall be expressed using the notation, in descending order, of A (100-90 points), B (89-80 
points), C (79-70 points), D (69-60 points), F (59 points and under), P, X, and I, whereby A, B, C, D, and P are passing grades, F 
and X are failing grades, and I denotes incomplete grading. 
2. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, withdrawn courses shall be graded as W, and deemed courses as N. 
3. A Grade Point Average (“GPA”) system shall be employed as a measure of overall academic performance based on the grade 
notation in paragraph 1. 
4. GPA under the preceding paragraph shall be calculated by converting each grade of A to numerical value of 4.0, B to 3.0, C to 
2.0, D to 1.0 and F to 0, multiplying the number of credits earned in the course with the graded value of that course, and dividing 
the total of the products thereof by the total number of registered credits (excluding courses graded as W, N, P, X, and I). 
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Chapter 12. Fees for Enrollment, Class Tuition, and so on 
 
Article 62. The fees required for enrollment as stipulated in Article 27 shall be determined separately.  
 
Article 63. Students must pay in full the tuition and student fees that are separately determined by the prescribed dates.  
 
Article 64. Those failing to pay tuition and student fees by the prescribed dates under the preceding article shall be withdrawn 
from the University. 
 
Article 65. Tuition and student fees payable in cases such as leave of absence and study abroad shall be determined separately. 
 
Article 66. Tuition and other student fees once paid shall not be refunded. 
 
Chapter 13. Scholarships 
 
Article 67. The University may offer grants and loans for study-related expenses, and/or waive payment of tuition in part or full. 
2. Matters concerning scholarship programs shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 68. Selected current students and alumni may be sent on study abroad as scholarship students. 
 
Chapter 14. Exchange Students, Domestic Exchange Students, Non-Matriculated Students, Auditing Students 
 
Article 69. The University may accept exchange students in accordance with student exchange agreements with universities 
outside Japan. 
 
Article 70. The University may accept domestic exchange students in accordance with credit exchange agreements with 
universities within Japan. 
 
Article 71. The University may accept and award credits to students who are not enrolled at the University but have taken one or 
more curricular courses (“non-matriculated students”). 
2. Acceptance of and award of credit to non-matriculated students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 72. Those who apply to audit one or more curricular courses prescribed by the University may be permitted to do so as 
auditing students, pursuant to selection provided that such auditing constitutes no impediment to regular classes.  
2. Matters concerning auditing shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 15 [Deleted] 
 
Article 73 [Deleted] 
Article 74 [Deleted] 
Article 75 [Deleted] 
Article 76 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 16. Student Life Guidance, Extracurricular Education, and Health Management 
 
Article 77. The University shall establish organizations for the purpose of individual and group guidance on student life and 
education outside the formal curriculum. 
 
Article 78. The University shall have a Health and Wellbeing Center for the purpose of managing the health of students, faculty 
and administrative staff.  
2. Matters concerning the Health and Wellbeing Center shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 79. Students must undergo a health examination at the Health and Wellbeing Center each academic year. 
 
Article 80. Students may use the Health and Wellbeing Center in cases of illness and injury. 
 
Chapter 17. Student Dormitories 
 
Article 81. The University shall have affiliated student dormitories to educate students through communal living consistent with 
the University’s educational ideals. 
2. Matters concerning student dormitories shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 18. Public Lectures, Seminars, etc. 
 
Article 82. The University may hold public lectures, seminars, and other events for cultural enrichment, adult education, and other 
research and educational purposes. 
2. Matters concerning events under the preceding paragraph shall be stipulated separately. 
 
 
 

Article 58. The President shall confer the degree of Bachelor on those authorized to graduate pursuant to the provisions of the 
preceding two articles. 
2. Degrees shall state the following fields of specialization for each Faculty and Department. 

Faculty Department Specialization 
Faculty of Theology Department of Theology Theology 
Faculty of Humanities Department of Philosophy Philosophy 

Department of History History 
Department of Japanese Literature Literature 
Department of English Literature Literature 
Department of German Literature Literature 
Department of French Literature Literature 
Department of Journalism Journalism 

Faculty of Human Sciences Department of Education Education 
Department of Psychology Psychology 
Department of Sociology Sociology 
Department of Social Services Social Services 
Department of Nursing Nursing 

Faculty of Law Department of Law  Law 
Department of International Legal Studies Law 
Department of Legal Studies of the Global 
Environment 

Law 

Faculty of Economics Department of Economics Economics 
Department of Management Management 

Faculty of Foreign Studies Department of English Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of German Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of French Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of Hispanic Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of Russian Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of Luso-Brazilian Studies Foreign Studies 

Faculty of Global Studies Department of Global Studies International Relations 
Area Studies 

Faculty of Liberal Arts Department of Liberal Arts Liberal Arts 
Faculty of Science and Technology  Department of Materials and Life Sciences Materials and Life Sciences 

Department of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences 

Engineering and Applied Sciences 

Department of Information and 
Communication Sciences 

Information and Communication Sciences 

 
Chapter 11. Awards and Punishments 
 
Article 59. The President shall, pursuant to selection, confer awards on students with outstanding personal qualities and academic 
performance. 
 
Article 60. Those engaging in conduct judged to be contrary to their obligations as students of the University shall be punished by 
withdrawal, suspension, or reprimand, depending on the severity of the conduct concerned. 
2. Punishments under the preceding paragraph shall be executed by the President. 
3. Matters necessary for students’ punishment other than those stipulated in the preceding two paragraphs shall be stipulated 
separately. 
 
Article 61. Those to whom any of the following apply shall be withdrawn by decision of the President. 
(1) Judged to have manifestly delinquent character and conduct with no prospect of improvement 
(2) Disrupted order within the University 
(3) Manifestly damaged the reputation of the University 
(4) Judged to be unsuitable for other reasons to remain enrolled at the University 
2. Matters necessary for student withdrawal other than those stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall be stipulated separately. 
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Chapter 12. Fees for Enrollment, Class Tuition, and so on 
 
Article 62. The fees required for enrollment as stipulated in Article 27 shall be determined separately.  
 
Article 63. Students must pay in full the tuition and student fees that are separately determined by the prescribed dates.  
 
Article 64. Those failing to pay tuition and student fees by the prescribed dates under the preceding article shall be withdrawn 
from the University. 
 
Article 65. Tuition and student fees payable in cases such as leave of absence and study abroad shall be determined separately. 
 
Article 66. Tuition and other student fees once paid shall not be refunded. 
 
Chapter 13. Scholarships 
 
Article 67. The University may offer grants and loans for study-related expenses, and/or waive payment of tuition in part or full. 
2. Matters concerning scholarship programs shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 68. Selected current students and alumni may be sent on study abroad as scholarship students. 
 
Chapter 14. Exchange Students, Domestic Exchange Students, Non-Matriculated Students, Auditing Students 
 
Article 69. The University may accept exchange students in accordance with student exchange agreements with universities 
outside Japan. 
 
Article 70. The University may accept domestic exchange students in accordance with credit exchange agreements with 
universities within Japan. 
 
Article 71. The University may accept and award credits to students who are not enrolled at the University but have taken one or 
more curricular courses (“non-matriculated students”). 
2. Acceptance of and award of credit to non-matriculated students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 72. Those who apply to audit one or more curricular courses prescribed by the University may be permitted to do so as 
auditing students, pursuant to selection provided that such auditing constitutes no impediment to regular classes.  
2. Matters concerning auditing shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 15 [Deleted] 
 
Article 73 [Deleted] 
Article 74 [Deleted] 
Article 75 [Deleted] 
Article 76 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 16. Student Life Guidance, Extracurricular Education, and Health Management 
 
Article 77. The University shall establish organizations for the purpose of individual and group guidance on student life and 
education outside the formal curriculum. 
 
Article 78. The University shall have a Health and Wellbeing Center for the purpose of managing the health of students, faculty 
and administrative staff.  
2. Matters concerning the Health and Wellbeing Center shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 79. Students must undergo a health examination at the Health and Wellbeing Center each academic year. 
 
Article 80. Students may use the Health and Wellbeing Center in cases of illness and injury. 
 
Chapter 17. Student Dormitories 
 
Article 81. The University shall have affiliated student dormitories to educate students through communal living consistent with 
the University’s educational ideals. 
2. Matters concerning student dormitories shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 18. Public Lectures, Seminars, etc. 
 
Article 82. The University may hold public lectures, seminars, and other events for cultural enrichment, adult education, and other 
research and educational purposes. 
2. Matters concerning events under the preceding paragraph shall be stipulated separately. 
 
 
 

Article 58. The President shall confer the degree of Bachelor on those authorized to graduate pursuant to the provisions of the 
preceding two articles. 
2. Degrees shall state the following fields of specialization for each Faculty and Department. 

Faculty Department Specialization 
Faculty of Theology Department of Theology Theology 
Faculty of Humanities Department of Philosophy Philosophy 

Department of History History 
Department of Japanese Literature Literature 
Department of English Literature Literature 
Department of German Literature Literature 
Department of French Literature Literature 
Department of Journalism Journalism 

Faculty of Human Sciences Department of Education Education 
Department of Psychology Psychology 
Department of Sociology Sociology 
Department of Social Services Social Services 
Department of Nursing Nursing 

Faculty of Law Department of Law  Law 
Department of International Legal Studies Law 
Department of Legal Studies of the Global 
Environment 

Law 

Faculty of Economics Department of Economics Economics 
Department of Management Management 

Faculty of Foreign Studies Department of English Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of German Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of French Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of Hispanic Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of Russian Studies Foreign Studies 
Department of Luso-Brazilian Studies Foreign Studies 

Faculty of Global Studies Department of Global Studies International Relations 
Area Studies 

Faculty of Liberal Arts Department of Liberal Arts Liberal Arts 
Faculty of Science and Technology  Department of Materials and Life Sciences Materials and Life Sciences 

Department of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences 

Engineering and Applied Sciences 

Department of Information and 
Communication Sciences 

Information and Communication Sciences 

 
Chapter 11. Awards and Punishments 
 
Article 59. The President shall, pursuant to selection, confer awards on students with outstanding personal qualities and academic 
performance. 
 
Article 60. Those engaging in conduct judged to be contrary to their obligations as students of the University shall be punished by 
withdrawal, suspension, or reprimand, depending on the severity of the conduct concerned. 
2. Punishments under the preceding paragraph shall be executed by the President. 
3. Matters necessary for students’ punishment other than those stipulated in the preceding two paragraphs shall be stipulated 
separately. 
 
Article 61. Those to whom any of the following apply shall be withdrawn by decision of the President. 
(1) Judged to have manifestly delinquent character and conduct with no prospect of improvement 
(2) Disrupted order within the University 
(3) Manifestly damaged the reputation of the University 
(4) Judged to be unsuitable for other reasons to remain enrolled at the University 
2. Matters necessary for student withdrawal other than those stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall be stipulated separately. 
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(Completion) 
Article 94 
1. The President, following deliberation by the Faculty Meeting, shall authorize graduation of those who have been enrolled for at 
least 1 year and have earned at least 35 credits in accordance with separate provisions. 
2. The President shall confer a completion certificate on those authorized to complete pursuant to the preceding paragraph. 
3. The completion date shall be March 31 each year. 
 
(Enrollment fee, tuition, and other fees in the Advanced Course) 
Article 95 
The fees required for enrollment as stipulated in Article 91 shall be determined separately. 
 
(Corresponding application of provisions) 
Article 96 
In addition to the stipulations of this Chapter, the following provisions shall apply correspondingly to the Advanced Course: 

Article 14, Article 15, Article 17, Article 20, Article 22, Article 23, Article 28, paragraphs 1, 3, and 4 of Article 32, 
Article 39, Articles 50, 52, 54 and 55, Chapter 11, Articles 63 through 67, Chapter 16, Chapter 17 

 
Chapter 20: Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Article 97 
Detailed provisions shall be stipulated separately in the event that they are necessary for the implementation of the matters set 
forth in these General Regulations. 
 
Supplementary Provision 

These regulations are effective from April 1, 1948. 
 
Supplementary Provisions 
1. These amended regulations are effective from April 1, 2024. 
2. The pre-amendment version of Articles 41,41-2 and 57 shall continue to apply to students enrolled prior to these amendments. 
[Amendments to overall enrollment capacity in the Faculty of Theology, Faculty of Science and Technology] 
[Amendments to the number of General Studies course credits required for graduation in the Faculty of Liberal Arts] 
[Amendments to the number of Foreign Language course credits required for graduation in the Faculty of Liberal Arts] 
[Amendments to the List of Required Credits for Graduation in Faculties and Departments] 
 
 
Note: The English translation is provided for information. The original Japanese version remains the sole official version. If there 
is any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 19. Course of Midwifery 
 
(Establishment) 
Article 83 
The University shall have a Course of Midwifery (the “Advanced Course”). 
 
(Purposes and qualifications) 
Article 84 
1. The purpose of the Advanced Course shall be to teach and research the latest knowledge and techniques in the field of 
midwifery in accordance with the educational ideals of the University and building on basic nursing education in the four-year 
university system, and thereby to cultivate midwives capable of contributing to the advancement of maternal and child health. 
2. The following qualifications shall be obtainable in the Advanced Course. 

Eligibility for the National Examination for Midwives 
 
(Enrollment capacity) 
Article 85 
The Advanced Course’s enrollment capacity shall be as follows. 

First-year enrollment quota: 10 students 
Overall enrollment capacity: 10 students 

 
(Course Director) 
Article 86 
The Advanced Course shall have a Course Director. 
 
(Standard course term) 
Article 87 
The standard course term for the Advanced Course shall be 1 year. 
 
(Maximum enrollment period) 
Article 88  
Students cannot be enrolled in the Advanced Course for more than 2 years. 
 
(Eligibility for enrollment) 
Article 89 
Eligibility to enroll in the Advanced Course may be granted to holders of a Registered Nurse License or an eligibility qualification 
for the National Examination for Registered Nurses who meet any of the following conditions. 
(1) Graduation from a Japanese university undergraduate program 
(2) Receipt of a Japanese Bachelor’s (gakushi) degree 
(3) Completion of a 16-year formal education curriculum outside Japan 
(4) Completion within Japan of a 16-year formal education curriculum of a country other than Japan by taking distance education 
courses offered by a school in the same country 
(5) Completion within Japan of a university program that is recognized as such in the educational system of a country other than 
Japan (only where completion of the program is deemed to amount to completion of a 16-year formal education curriculum of the 
said country) and designated separately by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(6) Completion at a specialized training college (senshu gakko) of an advanced program (only where that program fulfils the 
criteria prescribed by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology including standard completion term of 
at least 4 years) which is designated separately by the said Minister on or after the date prescribed by the said Minister 
(7) Designation by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (Ministry of Education, Science and 
Culture Public Notice No. 5 of 1953) 
 
(Application for enrollment) 
Article 90 
1. Those wishing to enroll must pay the prescribed entrance examination fee and submit the documents specified by the 
University by the designated date. The date and method of submission, and types of documents to be submitted, shall be 
prescribed separately. 
2. Entrance examination fees once paid shall not be refunded. 
 
(Enrollment procedures and enrollment approval) 
Article 91 
Applicants admitted for enrollment in accordance with the preceding article must submit a Pledge and other documents specified 
by the University, accompanied by fees required for enrollment, by the designated date. 
 
(Educational programs and course progression) 
Article 92 
The curricular courses, credits, and methods of course progression in the Advanced Course are prescribed separately. 
 
(Leave of absence period) 
Article 93 
1. A leave of absence from the Advanced Course shall not exceed one year in duration. 
2. Periods of leave of absence shall not be included in the enrollment period in Article 88. 
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(Completion) 
Article 94 
1. The President, following deliberation by the Faculty Meeting, shall authorize graduation of those who have been enrolled for at 
least 1 year and have earned at least 35 credits in accordance with separate provisions. 
2. The President shall confer a completion certificate on those authorized to complete pursuant to the preceding paragraph. 
3. The completion date shall be March 31 each year. 
 
(Enrollment fee, tuition, and other fees in the Advanced Course) 
Article 95 
The fees required for enrollment as stipulated in Article 91 shall be determined separately. 
 
(Corresponding application of provisions) 
Article 96 
In addition to the stipulations of this Chapter, the following provisions shall apply correspondingly to the Advanced Course: 

Article 14, Article 15, Article 17, Article 20, Article 22, Article 23, Article 28, paragraphs 1, 3, and 4 of Article 32, 
Article 39, Articles 50, 52, 54 and 55, Chapter 11, Articles 63 through 67, Chapter 16, Chapter 17 

 
Chapter 20: Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Article 97 
Detailed provisions shall be stipulated separately in the event that they are necessary for the implementation of the matters set 
forth in these General Regulations. 
 
Supplementary Provision 

These regulations are effective from April 1, 1948. 
 
Supplementary Provisions 
1. These amended regulations are effective from April 1, 2024. 
2. The pre-amendment version of Articles 41,41-2 and 57 shall continue to apply to students enrolled prior to these amendments. 
[Amendments to overall enrollment capacity in the Faculty of Theology, Faculty of Science and Technology] 
[Amendments to the number of General Studies course credits required for graduation in the Faculty of Liberal Arts] 
[Amendments to the number of Foreign Language course credits required for graduation in the Faculty of Liberal Arts] 
[Amendments to the List of Required Credits for Graduation in Faculties and Departments] 
 
 
Note: The English translation is provided for information. The original Japanese version remains the sole official version. If there 
is any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 19. Course of Midwifery 
 
(Establishment) 
Article 83 
The University shall have a Course of Midwifery (the “Advanced Course”). 
 
(Purposes and qualifications) 
Article 84 
1. The purpose of the Advanced Course shall be to teach and research the latest knowledge and techniques in the field of 
midwifery in accordance with the educational ideals of the University and building on basic nursing education in the four-year 
university system, and thereby to cultivate midwives capable of contributing to the advancement of maternal and child health. 
2. The following qualifications shall be obtainable in the Advanced Course. 

Eligibility for the National Examination for Midwives 
 
(Enrollment capacity) 
Article 85 
The Advanced Course’s enrollment capacity shall be as follows. 

First-year enrollment quota: 10 students 
Overall enrollment capacity: 10 students 

 
(Course Director) 
Article 86 
The Advanced Course shall have a Course Director. 
 
(Standard course term) 
Article 87 
The standard course term for the Advanced Course shall be 1 year. 
 
(Maximum enrollment period) 
Article 88  
Students cannot be enrolled in the Advanced Course for more than 2 years. 
 
(Eligibility for enrollment) 
Article 89 
Eligibility to enroll in the Advanced Course may be granted to holders of a Registered Nurse License or an eligibility qualification 
for the National Examination for Registered Nurses who meet any of the following conditions. 
(1) Graduation from a Japanese university undergraduate program 
(2) Receipt of a Japanese Bachelor’s (gakushi) degree 
(3) Completion of a 16-year formal education curriculum outside Japan 
(4) Completion within Japan of a 16-year formal education curriculum of a country other than Japan by taking distance education 
courses offered by a school in the same country 
(5) Completion within Japan of a university program that is recognized as such in the educational system of a country other than 
Japan (only where completion of the program is deemed to amount to completion of a 16-year formal education curriculum of the 
said country) and designated separately by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(6) Completion at a specialized training college (senshu gakko) of an advanced program (only where that program fulfils the 
criteria prescribed by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology including standard completion term of 
at least 4 years) which is designated separately by the said Minister on or after the date prescribed by the said Minister 
(7) Designation by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (Ministry of Education, Science and 
Culture Public Notice No. 5 of 1953) 
 
(Application for enrollment) 
Article 90 
1. Those wishing to enroll must pay the prescribed entrance examination fee and submit the documents specified by the 
University by the designated date. The date and method of submission, and types of documents to be submitted, shall be 
prescribed separately. 
2. Entrance examination fees once paid shall not be refunded. 
 
(Enrollment procedures and enrollment approval) 
Article 91 
Applicants admitted for enrollment in accordance with the preceding article must submit a Pledge and other documents specified 
by the University, accompanied by fees required for enrollment, by the designated date. 
 
(Educational programs and course progression) 
Article 92 
The curricular courses, credits, and methods of course progression in the Advanced Course are prescribed separately. 
 
(Leave of absence period) 
Article 93 
1. A leave of absence from the Advanced Course shall not exceed one year in duration. 
2. Periods of leave of absence shall not be included in the enrollment period in Article 88. 
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General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs 
 
Amended: April 1, 2024 
 
Chapter 1. General Provisions 
 
(Establishment) 
Article 1. In accordance with Article 5 of the General Regulations of Sophia University, Sophia University shall have graduate 

programs which shall be called the “Sophia University Graduate Programs” (and referred to as “the Graduate Programs” in 
these regulations). 

 
(Programs) 
Article 2. The Graduate Programs shall comprise Pre-doctoral Programs, Doctoral Programs, and Professional Graduate Degree 

Programs. 
 
(Standard completion periods) 
Article 3. The standard term of completion for Doctoral Programs shall be 5 years, and the standard term of completion for 

Master’s Programs shall be 2 years. 
2. Doctoral Programs shall be divided into a first term of 2 years and a second term of 3 years, with the former known as the 

Pre-doctoral Program and the latter as the Doctoral Program. 
3. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, those who due to work commitments wish to complete the educational curriculum 

methodically in a specified period exceeding the standard term of completion may, following application and pursuant to the 
President’s decision, be permitted to undertake the Pre-doctoral Program or the Master’s Program over a period of 3 years as 
Long-term Enrollment Students. 

4. Matters concerning Long-term Enrollment Students under paragraph 3 shall be stipulated separately. 
5. Pre-doctoral Programs shall be treated as Master’s Programs. 
6. The standard term of completion for the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall be 3 years. 

However, those judged to have the requisite basic academic knowledge in legal studies (prior law graduates) may be deemed to 
have earned up to a maximum of 30 course credits in the Juris Doctor Program, and have their required period of enrolment in 
the Program reduced by a period corresponding to the number of credits thus deemed and not exceeding one year. 

 
(Maximum period of enrolment) 
Article 3-2. Enrolment in the Graduate Programs shall be limited to a maximum of 9 years excluding periods of leave of absence, 

and shall not exceed 4 years in Pre-doctoral Programs and Master’s Programs and 5 years in Doctoral Programs. 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, for those corresponding to all of the following items, enrolment in 

the Graduate Programs shall not exceed 4 years and 3 months in a Pre-doctoral or Master’s Program and 5 years and 3 months 
in a Doctoral Program: 
(1) As of the end of the semester stipulated in Article 33-2, those who have been enrolled in a Pre-doctoral or Master’s 

Program for 3 years and 9 months or a Doctoral Program for 4 years and 9 months. 
(2) Those who do not meet the required criteria for graduation stipulated in Articles 21 and 21-2. 

3. Professional Graduate Degree Programs shall be subject to stipulations made separately.  
 
（Method for calculating a quarter） 
Article 3-3 For purposes of the calculation of the years for completion specified in Article 3, a quarter shall be calculated as 3 
months for the period of enrollment specified in Article 3-2 and the period of leave of absence specified in Article 28.  
 
(Purposes) 
Article 4. The purpose of the Graduate Programs shall be to cultivate capabilities founded on Christian humanism following the 

tradition of Catholicism. 
2. The purpose of Doctoral Programs shall be to cultivate the advanced research capabilities, and rich scholarly insights that 

underpin such capabilities, necessary to pursue independent research activity as scholars in specialized fields and/or to engage 
in other highly specialized vocations. 

3. The purpose of Pre-doctoral Programs and Master’s Programs shall be to confer profound scholarly insights from broad 
perspectives and cultivate research capabilities in specialized fields and/or the advanced capabilities necessary to engage in 
vocations demanding a high degree of specialization.   

4. The purpose of Professional Graduate Degree Programs shall be to foster in-depth scholarly insights and outstanding 
capabilities required to undertake vocations demanding a high degree of specialization. 

 
(Guarantee of the quality of education and research activities) 
Article 4-2. In order to raise the standards of education and research and achieve their aims and social missions, the Graduate 

Programs shall conduct self-assessment and evaluation of their education and research activities, and shall constantly strive to 
improve and enhance the quality of their education and research activities. 

2. Matters concerning the guarantee of the quality of education and research activities shall be stipulated separately.  
3. Implementation structures and methods of self-assessment and evaluation shall be stipulated separately. 
4. The Graduate Programs shall undergo evaluation by third-party evaluation bodies in accordance with the preceding three 

paragraphs. 
 

Detailed Regulations on the Application of Article 40, 
Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations of Sophia University 

 
Established: January 1, 2013 
Amended: April 1, 2021 
 

(Purpose) 
Article 1. The purpose of these detailed regulations is to set forth necessary matters concerning the application of Article 40, 

Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations of Sophia University (the “General Regulations”). 
(Two consecutive years) 

Article 2. The “2 consecutive years” in Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations means an enrollment period of 2 
academic years in a row. However, for students who take leave of absence, the above period shall exclude the academic year 
which includes the leave of absence period, and shall instead mean the academic years preceding and following the leave of 
absence period. 

2. For the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the English course in the Faculty of Science and Technology and SPSF of each faculty, the “2 
consecutive years” in Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations means a period of 4 consecutive semesters excluding 
the semester in which the student takes leave of absence. 

(Curricular courses designated by Faculty/Department) 
Article 3. The “curricular courses designated by their Faculty/Department” in Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General 

Regulations means the Specialized Education Courses which are designated as mandatory for certain scholastic years under 
the educational policy of the Faculty/Department. 

(Calculation of credits) 
Article 4. The number of credits shall be calculated by adding up the credits earned during a period of 2 consecutive years. 

Any credits earned during an academic year which includes a leave of absence period shall be excluded from the credit 
calculation. 

2. For students who are re-enrolled or enrolled with a bachelor’s degree, the period of enrollment and the number of credits 
earned after their re-enrollment or enrollment shall be used for the credit calculation. 

3. For transfer students, the number of credits approved for transfer shall be included in the credit calculation. 
4. For students who study abroad for a period exceeding 1 year, the exceeding period shall be treated as a period of leave of 

absence in the credit calculation. 
5. The number of credits approved for study abroad and other various reasons shall be included in the credit calculation. 

(Special measures) 
Article 5. When a student in the third or higher year has earned less than 32 credits over a period of 2 consecutive years, if 

the number of credits calculated by dividing the number of credits earned by the number of their enrollment years is 16 credits 
or more, the President may seek opinions at a Faculty Meeting for measures to keep the student enrolled. In such case, the 
academic year which includes the leave of absence period shall not be included in the student’s enrollment period, but the 
number of credits earned shall be included. However, for the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the English course in the Faculty of 
Science and Technology and SPSF of each faculty, the student may stay enrolled on the condition that the number of credits 
calculated by dividing the number of credits earned by the number of semesters enrolled is 8 credits or more. 

2. If a student who has passed a change of Faculty/Department examination is subject to withdrawal, the President may seek 
opinions at a Faculty Meeting to exempt the student from application of Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations. 

3. An academic year which includes a period of suspension shall be included in the 2 consecutive years in principle. However, 
for a special reason, the President may take special measures in consideration of the results of discussions between the head of 
the Center for Academic Affairs and the Dean of the Faculty to which the student belongs. The President may also take similar 
measures on students who fail to earn credits due to a reprimand for misconduct. 

4. For illness or other special reasons, the President may take special measures in consideration of the results of discussions 
between the head of the Center for Academic Affairs and the Dean of the Faculty to which the student belongs. 

(Revision and repeal) 
Article 6. These detailed regulations may be revised or repealed through procedures established by the Sophia School 

Corporation. 

Supplementary Provision 

These detailed regulations are effective from April 1, 2021, and applicable from September 21, 2020. 
 
 
Note: The English translation is provided for information.  The original Japanese version remains the sole official version.  If 
there is any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 
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General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs 
 
Amended: April 1, 2024 
 
Chapter 1. General Provisions 
 
(Establishment) 
Article 1. In accordance with Article 5 of the General Regulations of Sophia University, Sophia University shall have graduate 

programs which shall be called the “Sophia University Graduate Programs” (and referred to as “the Graduate Programs” in 
these regulations). 

 
(Programs) 
Article 2. The Graduate Programs shall comprise Pre-doctoral Programs, Doctoral Programs, and Professional Graduate Degree 

Programs. 
 
(Standard completion periods) 
Article 3. The standard term of completion for Doctoral Programs shall be 5 years, and the standard term of completion for 

Master’s Programs shall be 2 years. 
2. Doctoral Programs shall be divided into a first term of 2 years and a second term of 3 years, with the former known as the 

Pre-doctoral Program and the latter as the Doctoral Program. 
3. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, those who due to work commitments wish to complete the educational curriculum 

methodically in a specified period exceeding the standard term of completion may, following application and pursuant to the 
President’s decision, be permitted to undertake the Pre-doctoral Program or the Master’s Program over a period of 3 years as 
Long-term Enrollment Students. 

4. Matters concerning Long-term Enrollment Students under paragraph 3 shall be stipulated separately. 
5. Pre-doctoral Programs shall be treated as Master’s Programs. 
6. The standard term of completion for the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall be 3 years. 

However, those judged to have the requisite basic academic knowledge in legal studies (prior law graduates) may be deemed to 
have earned up to a maximum of 30 course credits in the Juris Doctor Program, and have their required period of enrolment in 
the Program reduced by a period corresponding to the number of credits thus deemed and not exceeding one year. 

 
(Maximum period of enrolment) 
Article 3-2. Enrolment in the Graduate Programs shall be limited to a maximum of 9 years excluding periods of leave of absence, 

and shall not exceed 4 years in Pre-doctoral Programs and Master’s Programs and 5 years in Doctoral Programs. 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, for those corresponding to all of the following items, enrolment in 

the Graduate Programs shall not exceed 4 years and 3 months in a Pre-doctoral or Master’s Program and 5 years and 3 months 
in a Doctoral Program: 
(1) As of the end of the semester stipulated in Article 33-2, those who have been enrolled in a Pre-doctoral or Master’s 

Program for 3 years and 9 months or a Doctoral Program for 4 years and 9 months. 
(2) Those who do not meet the required criteria for graduation stipulated in Articles 21 and 21-2. 

3. Professional Graduate Degree Programs shall be subject to stipulations made separately.  
 
（Method for calculating a quarter） 
Article 3-3 For purposes of the calculation of the years for completion specified in Article 3, a quarter shall be calculated as 3 
months for the period of enrollment specified in Article 3-2 and the period of leave of absence specified in Article 28.  
 
(Purposes) 
Article 4. The purpose of the Graduate Programs shall be to cultivate capabilities founded on Christian humanism following the 

tradition of Catholicism. 
2. The purpose of Doctoral Programs shall be to cultivate the advanced research capabilities, and rich scholarly insights that 

underpin such capabilities, necessary to pursue independent research activity as scholars in specialized fields and/or to engage 
in other highly specialized vocations. 

3. The purpose of Pre-doctoral Programs and Master’s Programs shall be to confer profound scholarly insights from broad 
perspectives and cultivate research capabilities in specialized fields and/or the advanced capabilities necessary to engage in 
vocations demanding a high degree of specialization.   

4. The purpose of Professional Graduate Degree Programs shall be to foster in-depth scholarly insights and outstanding 
capabilities required to undertake vocations demanding a high degree of specialization. 

 
(Guarantee of the quality of education and research activities) 
Article 4-2. In order to raise the standards of education and research and achieve their aims and social missions, the Graduate 

Programs shall conduct self-assessment and evaluation of their education and research activities, and shall constantly strive to 
improve and enhance the quality of their education and research activities. 

2. Matters concerning the guarantee of the quality of education and research activities shall be stipulated separately.  
3. Implementation structures and methods of self-assessment and evaluation shall be stipulated separately. 
4. The Graduate Programs shall undergo evaluation by third-party evaluation bodies in accordance with the preceding three 

paragraphs. 
 

Detailed Regulations on the Application of Article 40, 
Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations of Sophia University 

 
Established: January 1, 2013 
Amended: April 1, 2021 
 

(Purpose) 
Article 1. The purpose of these detailed regulations is to set forth necessary matters concerning the application of Article 40, 

Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations of Sophia University (the “General Regulations”). 
(Two consecutive years) 

Article 2. The “2 consecutive years” in Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations means an enrollment period of 2 
academic years in a row. However, for students who take leave of absence, the above period shall exclude the academic year 
which includes the leave of absence period, and shall instead mean the academic years preceding and following the leave of 
absence period. 

2. For the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the English course in the Faculty of Science and Technology and SPSF of each faculty, the “2 
consecutive years” in Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations means a period of 4 consecutive semesters excluding 
the semester in which the student takes leave of absence. 

(Curricular courses designated by Faculty/Department) 
Article 3. The “curricular courses designated by their Faculty/Department” in Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General 

Regulations means the Specialized Education Courses which are designated as mandatory for certain scholastic years under 
the educational policy of the Faculty/Department. 

(Calculation of credits) 
Article 4. The number of credits shall be calculated by adding up the credits earned during a period of 2 consecutive years. 

Any credits earned during an academic year which includes a leave of absence period shall be excluded from the credit 
calculation. 

2. For students who are re-enrolled or enrolled with a bachelor’s degree, the period of enrollment and the number of credits 
earned after their re-enrollment or enrollment shall be used for the credit calculation. 

3. For transfer students, the number of credits approved for transfer shall be included in the credit calculation. 
4. For students who study abroad for a period exceeding 1 year, the exceeding period shall be treated as a period of leave of 

absence in the credit calculation. 
5. The number of credits approved for study abroad and other various reasons shall be included in the credit calculation. 

(Special measures) 
Article 5. When a student in the third or higher year has earned less than 32 credits over a period of 2 consecutive years, if 

the number of credits calculated by dividing the number of credits earned by the number of their enrollment years is 16 credits 
or more, the President may seek opinions at a Faculty Meeting for measures to keep the student enrolled. In such case, the 
academic year which includes the leave of absence period shall not be included in the student’s enrollment period, but the 
number of credits earned shall be included. However, for the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the English course in the Faculty of 
Science and Technology and SPSF of each faculty, the student may stay enrolled on the condition that the number of credits 
calculated by dividing the number of credits earned by the number of semesters enrolled is 8 credits or more. 

2. If a student who has passed a change of Faculty/Department examination is subject to withdrawal, the President may seek 
opinions at a Faculty Meeting to exempt the student from application of Article 40, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations. 

3. An academic year which includes a period of suspension shall be included in the 2 consecutive years in principle. However, 
for a special reason, the President may take special measures in consideration of the results of discussions between the head of 
the Center for Academic Affairs and the Dean of the Faculty to which the student belongs. The President may also take similar 
measures on students who fail to earn credits due to a reprimand for misconduct. 

4. For illness or other special reasons, the President may take special measures in consideration of the results of discussions 
between the head of the Center for Academic Affairs and the Dean of the Faculty to which the student belongs. 

(Revision and repeal) 
Article 6. These detailed regulations may be revised or repealed through procedures established by the Sophia School 

Corporation. 

Supplementary Provision 

These detailed regulations are effective from April 1, 2021, and applicable from September 21, 2020. 
 
 
Note: The English translation is provided for information.  The original Japanese version remains the sole official version.  If 
there is any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 
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University (excluding those established pursuant to the provisions of this Article; the same shall apply hereinafter) may be aligned. 

This Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum shall be established as an organization equivalent to Graduate Programs using the faculty 

members and part of the facilities possessed by two or more Graduate Programs as a basic organization to implement curricula 

related to cross-disciplinary fields. 

2. The Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum shall not have its own division.  

 

(Enrollment capacity) 
Article 6. Enrollment capacity for each Graduate School shall be as set forth in the table below.  

Graduate School Program 

Pre-doctoral 
Program 

(Master’s) 
Doctoral Program Professional 

Graduate Degree 

Enroll- 
ment 

Capacity 
First-year 
enrollment 

quota 

Overall 
enrollment 

capacity 

First-year 
enrollment 

quota 

Overall 
enrollment 

capacity 

First-year 
enrollment 

quota 

Overall 
enrollment 
capacity 

Total 

Graduate School of 
Theology 

Theology 20 40         40 
Systematic Theology     4 12     12 
Total 20 40 4 12     52 

Graduate School of 
Humanities 

Philosophy 10 20 3 9   29 
History 10 20 3 9     29 
Japanese Literature 10 20 3 9     29 
English and American 
Literature 10 20 3 9     29 

German Literature 10 20 3 9     29 
French Literature 10 20 3 9     29 
Journalism 10 20 3 9     29 
Cultural Interaction 16 32 3 9     41 
Total 86 172 24 72     244 

Graduate School of Applied 
Religious Studies Death and Life Studies 10 20 3 9   29 

Graduate School of Human 
Sciences 

Education 10 20 5 15     35 
Psychology 20 40 5 15     55 
Sociology 10 20 3 9     29 
Social Services 10 20 3 9     29 
Nursing 9 18 - -     18 
Total 59 118 16 48     166 

Graduate School of Law 

Law 20 40 4 12     52 
Juris Doctor  
(Law School)         40 120 120 

Total 20 40 4 12 40 120 172 

Graduate School of 
Economics 

Economics 15 30 2 6     36 
Management 15 30 2 6     36 
Total 30 60 4 12     72 

Graduate School of 
Languages and Linguistics Linguistics 33 66 5 15     81 

Graduate School of Global 
Studies  

International Relations 15 30 6 18   48 
Area Studies 15 30 5 15     45 
Global Studies 30 60 3 9     69 
International 
Cooperation Studies 10 20     20 

Total 70 140 14 42     182 

(Faculty development) 
Article 4-3. The Graduate Programs shall pursue organized research and training on curricular objectives, educational contents 

and methods, and shall conduct evaluation of individual educational and research activities with a view to improving the 
educational and research supervision capabilities of faculty members.  

2. Separate stipulations shall be made concerning Faculty Development implementation structures and methods for evaluation of 
individual educational and research activities. 

 
(Graduate Schools and Programs) 
Article 5. The Graduate Schools shall comprise the Schools set forth in the left column of the table below, and each of these 

Schools shall have the Programs (as stipulated in Article 5-2, Basic Organization for Implementation of Inter-Graduate 
Curriculum (referred as “Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum” in these regulations)) set forth in the middle column of the same 
table. 

School Program Type 
Graduate School of Theology Theology Pre-doctoral Program  

Systematic Theology Doctoral Program  
Graduate School of Humanities Philosophy  

History 
 

Japanese Literature 
 

English and American Literature 
 

German Literature 
 

French Literature 
 

Journalism 
 

Cultural Interaction 
 

Graduate School of Applied Religious Studies Death and Life Studies  
Graduate School of Human Sciences Education 

 

Psychology 
 

Sociology 
 

Social Services 
 

Nursing Master’s Program 
Graduate School of Law Law 

 

Juris Doctor (Law School) Professional Graduate Degree 
Graduate School of Economics Economics 

 

Management 
 

Graduate School of Languages and Linguistics Linguistics 
 

Graduate School of Global Studies International Relations 
 

Area Studies 
 

Global Studies 
 

International Cooperation Studies Master’s Program 
Graduate School of Science and Technology Science and Technology 

 

Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies Global Environmental Studies 
 

Graduate Degree Program of Applied Data Science - Master’s Program 
 
2. The Graduate Degree Program of Applied Data Science is a Master’s Program conducted in close cooperation with the 

Graduate School of Economics, the Graduate School of Science and Technology, and the Graduate School of Global 
Environmental Studies as the Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum stipulated in Article 5-2.  

3. In addition to the common objectives stipulated in Article 4, education and research objectives and human resource 
development objectives for each of the Graduate Schools named in the preceding paragraph shall be stipulated separately in 
Annex 1 pursuant to each Graduate School’s own purposes of establishment. 

4. Matters other than those provided in the preceding paragraph shall be subject to the detailed rules and regulations stipulated by 
each Graduate School.  

 

(Basic Organization for Implementation of Inter-Graduate Curriculum) 

Article 5-2 When it is recognized to be particularly necessary to implement curriculum pertaining to cross-disciplinary fields, and 

when it is recognized that there are no obstacles to education and research, two or more Graduate Programs offered in the 
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University (excluding those established pursuant to the provisions of this Article; the same shall apply hereinafter) may be aligned. 

This Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum shall be established as an organization equivalent to Graduate Programs using the faculty 

members and part of the facilities possessed by two or more Graduate Programs as a basic organization to implement curricula 

related to cross-disciplinary fields. 

2. The Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum shall not have its own division.  

 

(Enrollment capacity) 
Article 6. Enrollment capacity for each Graduate School shall be as set forth in the table below.  

Graduate School Program 

Pre-doctoral 
Program 

(Master’s) 
Doctoral Program Professional 

Graduate Degree 

Enroll- 
ment 

Capacity 
First-year 
enrollment 

quota 

Overall 
enrollment 
capacity 

First-year 
enrollment 

quota 

Overall 
enrollment 
capacity 

First-year 
enrollment 

quota 

Overall 
enrollment 

capacity 
Total 

Graduate School of 
Theology 

Theology 20 40         40 
Systematic Theology     4 12     12 
Total 20 40 4 12     52 

Graduate School of 
Humanities 

Philosophy 10 20 3 9   29 
History 10 20 3 9     29 
Japanese Literature 10 20 3 9     29 
English and American 
Literature 10 20 3 9     29 

German Literature 10 20 3 9     29 
French Literature 10 20 3 9     29 
Journalism 10 20 3 9     29 
Cultural Interaction 16 32 3 9     41 
Total 86 172 24 72     244 

Graduate School of Applied 
Religious Studies Death and Life Studies 10 20 3 9   29 

Graduate School of Human 
Sciences 

Education 10 20 5 15     35 
Psychology 20 40 5 15     55 
Sociology 10 20 3 9     29 
Social Services 10 20 3 9     29 
Nursing 9 18 - -     18 
Total 59 118 16 48     166 

Graduate School of Law 

Law 20 40 4 12     52 
Juris Doctor  
(Law School)         40 120 120 

Total 20 40 4 12 40 120 172 

Graduate School of 
Economics 

Economics 15 30 2 6     36 
Management 15 30 2 6     36 
Total 30 60 4 12     72 

Graduate School of 
Languages and Linguistics Linguistics 33 66 5 15     81 

Graduate School of Global 
Studies  

International Relations 15 30 6 18   48 
Area Studies 15 30 5 15     45 
Global Studies 30 60 3 9     69 
International 
Cooperation Studies 10 20     20 

Total 70 140 14 42     182 

(Faculty development) 
Article 4-3. The Graduate Programs shall pursue organized research and training on curricular objectives, educational contents 

and methods, and shall conduct evaluation of individual educational and research activities with a view to improving the 
educational and research supervision capabilities of faculty members.  

2. Separate stipulations shall be made concerning Faculty Development implementation structures and methods for evaluation of 
individual educational and research activities. 

 
(Graduate Schools and Programs) 
Article 5. The Graduate Schools shall comprise the Schools set forth in the left column of the table below, and each of these 

Schools shall have the Programs (as stipulated in Article 5-2, Basic Organization for Implementation of Inter-Graduate 
Curriculum (referred as “Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum” in these regulations)) set forth in the middle column of the same 
table. 

School Program Type 
Graduate School of Theology Theology Pre-doctoral Program  

Systematic Theology Doctoral Program  
Graduate School of Humanities Philosophy  

History 
 

Japanese Literature 
 

English and American Literature 
 

German Literature 
 

French Literature 
 

Journalism 
 

Cultural Interaction 
 

Graduate School of Applied Religious Studies Death and Life Studies  
Graduate School of Human Sciences Education 

 

Psychology 
 

Sociology 
 

Social Services 
 

Nursing Master’s Program 
Graduate School of Law Law 

 

Juris Doctor (Law School) Professional Graduate Degree 
Graduate School of Economics Economics 

 

Management 
 

Graduate School of Languages and Linguistics Linguistics 
 

Graduate School of Global Studies International Relations 
 

Area Studies 
 

Global Studies 
 

International Cooperation Studies Master’s Program 
Graduate School of Science and Technology Science and Technology 

 

Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies Global Environmental Studies 
 

Graduate Degree Program of Applied Data Science - Master’s Program 
 
2. The Graduate Degree Program of Applied Data Science is a Master’s Program conducted in close cooperation with the 

Graduate School of Economics, the Graduate School of Science and Technology, and the Graduate School of Global 
Environmental Studies as the Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum stipulated in Article 5-2.  

3. In addition to the common objectives stipulated in Article 4, education and research objectives and human resource 
development objectives for each of the Graduate Schools named in the preceding paragraph shall be stipulated separately in 
Annex 1 pursuant to each Graduate School’s own purposes of establishment. 

4. Matters other than those provided in the preceding paragraph shall be subject to the detailed rules and regulations stipulated by 
each Graduate School.  

 

(Basic Organization for Implementation of Inter-Graduate Curriculum) 

Article 5-2 When it is recognized to be particularly necessary to implement curriculum pertaining to cross-disciplinary fields, and 

when it is recognized that there are no obstacles to education and research, two or more Graduate Programs offered in the 
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2. If considered by a Graduate School to be educationally necessary, education may be conducted by suitable means such as the 
provision of teaching and/or research guidance in evening sessions or other special times or periods. 

3. Curricular courses shall be organized as determined separately.  
4. The specifics of research guidance shall be determined separately. 
5. Courses stipulated in paragraph 1 determined separately by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 

may be taken which utilize numerous media to a great degree or are held in places other than designated classrooms.  
6. Courses stipulated in paragraphs 1 and 5 above may be taken in countries outside Japan.  
 
(Standards for course credit calculation) 
Article 15. The provisions of the General Regulations of Sophia University shall apply correspondingly to the calculation of 

course credits in the Graduate Schools. 
 
(Faculty advisors) 
Article 16. Each Program and Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum shall nominate one full-time faculty member as faculty advisor, 

who shall provide direction regarding course registration and research guidance for each of its students. However, this does not 
apply in the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School). 

2. Of the full-time faculty members of a Program or Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum, faculty members with the qualifications 
prescribed in the Selection Criteria and Assessment Procedures for Faculty Members involved in Graduate Programs shall be 
assigned as faculty advisors.  

 
 
(Taking courses) 
Article 17. When judged by the faculty advisor to be educationally beneficial, a Graduate School may allow a student to take a 

course offered in another Graduate School or undergraduate Faculty. 
2. Credits earned pursuant to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, excluding those earned from undergraduate courses, may 

be deemed to be earned within the student’s Graduate School up to a maximum of 8 credits.  
 
(Credit transfer)  
Article 18. When considered by the Graduate School to be educationally beneficial, a student may be allowed to take courses 

offered in graduate schools at other universities (including universities outside Japan) and credits earned thereby may, up to a 
maximum of 10 credits, be deemed to be earned within the student’s Graduate Programs.  

2. When considered by a Graduate School to be educationally beneficial, credits earned by a student in the Graduate Programs or 
in other Graduate Schools prior to admission to the current Graduate Programs (including credits earned previously in the 
Graduate Programs and as a non-matriculated student) may, up to a maximum of 10 credits, be deemed to be earned within the 
student’s Graduate Programs. 

3. The total number of credits deemed to be earned within the student’s Graduate School pursuant to the preceding two 
paragraphs shall not exceed 10 credits. 

4. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the number of credits earned at other Graduate Schools pursuant to paragraphs 18.1 
and 18.2 and deemed to be earned within the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall not exceed 
46 credits.  

 
(Commissioned or joint research guidance) 
Article 19. When considered educationally beneficial, students of a Graduate School may be allowed to receive necessary 

research guidance at another Graduate School or research institute (including those outside Japan), or in the limited case of 
students of a doctoral program, jointly with another Graduate School or research institute following discussion with the school 
or institute concerned. However, the period for which Pre-doctoral Program students receive such research guidance shall not 
exceed one year. 

2. Separate stipulation shall be made for matters concerning study abroad at a university-based graduate school or research 
institute outside Japan as prescribed in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the preceding article. 

 
(Teacher’s licenses)  
Article 20. Those seeking to obtain a school teaching qualification must take the prescribed courses and credits, consistent with 

the Teachers License Act (No. 147 of 1949) and the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Teachers License Act (Ministry of 
Education, Science, Sports and Culture Ordinance No. 26 of 1954).  

2. The types of teacher’s licenses obtainable in the Graduate Programs are stipulated in Annex 2.  
 
 
 
 
Chapter 4. Requirements for Program Completion 
 
(Requirements for completion of Master’s Programs and Pre-doctoral Programs Courses) 
Article 21. The requirements for completion of Master’s Programs and Pre-doctoral Programs shall be enrollment of at least 2 

years in the Graduate Programs, completion of at least 30 credits, and passing of a Master’s Dissertation screening and 
examination conducted by the Graduate Programs. In this case, research guidance may include commissioned research 
guidance as determined in Article 19. 

2. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, when considered appropriate in light of the aims of the Program concerned, a 
screening of research outputs on a specified topic may be substituted for the Master’s Thesis screening. 

Graduate School of Science 
and Technology Science and Technology 250 

【50】 
500 

【100】 20 60     560 
【100】 

Graduate School of Global 
Environmental Studies 

Global Environmental 
Studies 60 120 10 30     150 

Graduate Degree Program of 
Applied Data Science - 【50】 【100】     【100】  

Total  638 1276 104 312 40 120 1708 
Note 
Numbers in brackets indicate the admission capacity of Graduate Programs that are aligned as the Basic Inter-Graduate 
Curriculum stipulated in Article 5-2. 
 
Chapter 2. Graduate School Committee and Graduate Programs Committee 
 
(Graduate School Committee) 
Article 7. The Graduate School shall have a Graduate School Committee. 
2. Except where stipulated expressly in these regulations, matters regarding the Graduate School Committee shall be stipulated 

separately. 
 
Article 8. [Deleted] 
 
Article 9. [Deleted] 
 
(Matters for consideration by the Graduate School Committee) 
Article 10. The Graduate School Board shall furnish opinions to inform decision-making by the President on the following 

matters concerning the Graduate Programs as a whole. 
(1) Matters concerning conferment of academic degrees 
(2) Other matters stipulated necessary by the President 

 
(Graduate Program Committees) 
Article 11. Each Graduate Program shall have a separate Graduate Program Committee. 
2. In the basic organization stipulated in Article 5-2, there shall be a Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee as an 

administrative organization equivalent to the Graduate Program Committee, and in the these regulations “Graduate Program 
Committee” shall include the Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee. 

3. [Deleted] 
4. The Graduate Program Committee shall be composed of the faculty members employed pursuant to the Selection Criteria and 

Assessment Procedures for faculty members involved in the Graduate Program stipulated separately.  
5. The Chair of each individual Graduate Program Committee shall be the Director of the Graduate Program. The Chair of the 

Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee shall be the Director of the Acting Committee. 
6. Individual Graduate School Committees shall furnish opinions to inform decision-making by the President on the following 

matters. 
(1) Student admissions and completions of programs 
(2) Conferment of academic degrees 
(3) Important matters concerning education and research other than those in preceding two clauses, in regard to which the 

President stipulates it is necessary to hear the opinions of the individual Graduate School Committees. 
7. In addition to the matters prescribed in the preceding paragraph, individual Graduate School Committees shall deliberate on 

matters concerning education and research in their respective Graduate Schools, and furnish opinions in response to requests 
by the President.  

8. Matters concerning each individual Graduate School Committee shall be stipulated separately by that Committee. 
 
(Divisions) 
Article 12. The Graduate Programs shall each have divisions to conduct education and research in their fields of specialization, 

and each division shall have a Chairperson, excluding the Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum stipulated in Article 5-2, paragraph 1. 
2. Matters concerning each division shall be stipulated separately by the respective Programs. 
 
(Advisor to the Director of Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee) 
Article 12-2 The Graduate Degree Program shall have an Advisor to the Director of Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee. 
2. The Advisor to the Director of the Graduate Degree Program is equivalent to the Division Chairperson in Article 12, paragraph 1.  
(Administrative organizations) 
Article 13. The Graduate Programs shall have administrative organizations necessary to process their administrative work. 
 
Chapter 3. Educational Methods 
 
(Educational methods) 
Article 14. Education in the Graduate Programs shall be conducted through the teaching of curricular courses and the provision of 

guidance in the production of degree dissertations (“research guidance”). Courses shall be conducted by lectures, seminars, 
experiments, practical or training courses, or with some combination of the above. However, the provision of guidance in the 
production of degree dissertations is excluded in the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School).  
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2. If considered by a Graduate School to be educationally necessary, education may be conducted by suitable means such as the 
provision of teaching and/or research guidance in evening sessions or other special times or periods. 

3. Curricular courses shall be organized as determined separately.  
4. The specifics of research guidance shall be determined separately. 
5. Courses stipulated in paragraph 1 determined separately by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 

may be taken which utilize numerous media to a great degree or are held in places other than designated classrooms.  
6. Courses stipulated in paragraphs 1 and 5 above may be taken in countries outside Japan.  
 
(Standards for course credit calculation) 
Article 15. The provisions of the General Regulations of Sophia University shall apply correspondingly to the calculation of 

course credits in the Graduate Schools. 
 
(Faculty advisors) 
Article 16. Each Program and Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum shall nominate one full-time faculty member as faculty advisor, 

who shall provide direction regarding course registration and research guidance for each of its students. However, this does not 
apply in the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School). 

2. Of the full-time faculty members of a Program or Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum, faculty members with the qualifications 
prescribed in the Selection Criteria and Assessment Procedures for Faculty Members involved in Graduate Programs shall be 
assigned as faculty advisors.  

 
 
(Taking courses) 
Article 17. When judged by the faculty advisor to be educationally beneficial, a Graduate School may allow a student to take a 

course offered in another Graduate School or undergraduate Faculty. 
2. Credits earned pursuant to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, excluding those earned from undergraduate courses, may 

be deemed to be earned within the student’s Graduate School up to a maximum of 8 credits.  
 
(Credit transfer)  
Article 18. When considered by the Graduate School to be educationally beneficial, a student may be allowed to take courses 

offered in graduate schools at other universities (including universities outside Japan) and credits earned thereby may, up to a 
maximum of 10 credits, be deemed to be earned within the student’s Graduate Programs.  

2. When considered by a Graduate School to be educationally beneficial, credits earned by a student in the Graduate Programs or 
in other Graduate Schools prior to admission to the current Graduate Programs (including credits earned previously in the 
Graduate Programs and as a non-matriculated student) may, up to a maximum of 10 credits, be deemed to be earned within the 
student’s Graduate Programs. 

3. The total number of credits deemed to be earned within the student’s Graduate School pursuant to the preceding two 
paragraphs shall not exceed 10 credits. 

4. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the number of credits earned at other Graduate Schools pursuant to paragraphs 18.1 
and 18.2 and deemed to be earned within the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall not exceed 
46 credits.  

 
(Commissioned or joint research guidance) 
Article 19. When considered educationally beneficial, students of a Graduate School may be allowed to receive necessary 

research guidance at another Graduate School or research institute (including those outside Japan), or in the limited case of 
students of a doctoral program, jointly with another Graduate School or research institute following discussion with the school 
or institute concerned. However, the period for which Pre-doctoral Program students receive such research guidance shall not 
exceed one year. 

2. Separate stipulation shall be made for matters concerning study abroad at a university-based graduate school or research 
institute outside Japan as prescribed in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the preceding article. 

 
(Teacher’s licenses)  
Article 20. Those seeking to obtain a school teaching qualification must take the prescribed courses and credits, consistent with 

the Teachers License Act (No. 147 of 1949) and the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Teachers License Act (Ministry of 
Education, Science, Sports and Culture Ordinance No. 26 of 1954).  

2. The types of teacher’s licenses obtainable in the Graduate Programs are stipulated in Annex 2.  
 
 
 
 
Chapter 4. Requirements for Program Completion 
 
(Requirements for completion of Master’s Programs and Pre-doctoral Programs Courses) 
Article 21. The requirements for completion of Master’s Programs and Pre-doctoral Programs shall be enrollment of at least 2 

years in the Graduate Programs, completion of at least 30 credits, and passing of a Master’s Dissertation screening and 
examination conducted by the Graduate Programs. In this case, research guidance may include commissioned research 
guidance as determined in Article 19. 

2. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, when considered appropriate in light of the aims of the Program concerned, a 
screening of research outputs on a specified topic may be substituted for the Master’s Thesis screening. 

Graduate School of Science 
and Technology Science and Technology 250 

【50】 
500 

【100】 20 60     560 
【100】 

Graduate School of Global 
Environmental Studies 

Global Environmental 
Studies 60 120 10 30     150 

Graduate Degree Program of 
Applied Data Science - 【50】 【100】     【100】  

Total  638 1276 104 312 40 120 1708 
Note 
Numbers in brackets indicate the admission capacity of Graduate Programs that are aligned as the Basic Inter-Graduate 
Curriculum stipulated in Article 5-2. 
 
Chapter 2. Graduate School Committee and Graduate Programs Committee 
 
(Graduate School Committee) 
Article 7. The Graduate School shall have a Graduate School Committee. 
2. Except where stipulated expressly in these regulations, matters regarding the Graduate School Committee shall be stipulated 

separately. 
 
Article 8. [Deleted] 
 
Article 9. [Deleted] 
 
(Matters for consideration by the Graduate School Committee) 
Article 10. The Graduate School Board shall furnish opinions to inform decision-making by the President on the following 

matters concerning the Graduate Programs as a whole. 
(1) Matters concerning conferment of academic degrees 
(2) Other matters stipulated necessary by the President 

 
(Graduate Program Committees) 
Article 11. Each Graduate Program shall have a separate Graduate Program Committee. 
2. In the basic organization stipulated in Article 5-2, there shall be a Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee as an 

administrative organization equivalent to the Graduate Program Committee, and in the these regulations “Graduate Program 
Committee” shall include the Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee. 

3. [Deleted] 
4. The Graduate Program Committee shall be composed of the faculty members employed pursuant to the Selection Criteria and 

Assessment Procedures for faculty members involved in the Graduate Program stipulated separately.  
5. The Chair of each individual Graduate Program Committee shall be the Director of the Graduate Program. The Chair of the 

Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee shall be the Director of the Acting Committee. 
6. Individual Graduate School Committees shall furnish opinions to inform decision-making by the President on the following 

matters. 
(1) Student admissions and completions of programs 
(2) Conferment of academic degrees 
(3) Important matters concerning education and research other than those in preceding two clauses, in regard to which the 

President stipulates it is necessary to hear the opinions of the individual Graduate School Committees. 
7. In addition to the matters prescribed in the preceding paragraph, individual Graduate School Committees shall deliberate on 

matters concerning education and research in their respective Graduate Schools, and furnish opinions in response to requests 
by the President.  

8. Matters concerning each individual Graduate School Committee shall be stipulated separately by that Committee. 
 
(Divisions) 
Article 12. The Graduate Programs shall each have divisions to conduct education and research in their fields of specialization, 

and each division shall have a Chairperson, excluding the Basic Inter-Graduate Curriculum stipulated in Article 5-2, paragraph 1. 
2. Matters concerning each division shall be stipulated separately by the respective Programs. 
 
(Advisor to the Director of Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee) 
Article 12-2 The Graduate Degree Program shall have an Advisor to the Director of Graduate Degree Program Acting Committee. 
2. The Advisor to the Director of the Graduate Degree Program is equivalent to the Division Chairperson in Article 12, paragraph 1.  
(Administrative organizations) 
Article 13. The Graduate Programs shall have administrative organizations necessary to process their administrative work. 
 
Chapter 3. Educational Methods 
 
(Educational methods) 
Article 14. Education in the Graduate Programs shall be conducted through the teaching of curricular courses and the provision of 

guidance in the production of degree dissertations (“research guidance”). Courses shall be conducted by lectures, seminars, 
experiments, practical or training courses, or with some combination of the above. However, the provision of guidance in the 
production of degree dissertations is excluded in the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School).  
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English and American 
Literature 

English and American 
Literature 

English and American 
Literature 

German Literature German Literature German Literature 
French Literature French Literature French Literature 
Journalism Journalism Journalism 
Cultural Interaction Cultural Interaction Cultural Interaction 

Graduate School of Applied 
Religious Studies Death and Life Studies Death and Life Studies Applied Religious Studies 

Graduate School of Human 
Sciences 

Education Education Education 
Psychology Psychology Psychology 
Sociology Sociology Sociology 
Social Services Social Services Social Services 
Nursing Nursing  

Graduate School of Law Law Law Law 
Juris Doctor (Law School) Juris Doctor 

Graduate School of 
Economics 

Economics Economics Economics 
Management Business Administration Management 

Graduate School of 
Languages and Linguistics Linguistics Linguistics Linguistics 

Graduate School of Global 
Studies 

International Relations International Relations International Relations 
Area Studies Area Studies Area Studies 

Global Studies 

Japanese Studies  Japanese Studies  
International Business and 
Development Studies 

 

Global Studies Global Studies 
International Cooperation 
Studies 

International Cooperation 
Studies  

Graduate School of Science 
and Technology 

Science and Technology 

Mechanical Engineering Mechanical Engineering 
Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering 

Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering 

Applied Chemistry Applied Chemistry 
Chemistry Chemistry 
Mathematics Mathematics 
Physics Physics 
Biological Science Biological Science 
Information Science Information Science 
Green Science and Engineering Green Science and Engineering 

Graduate School of Global 
Environmental Studies Global Environmental Studies Environmental Studies Environmental Studies 

Graduate Degree Program of 
Applied Science   Applied Science  

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, if considered necessary by a Graduate School, the term “Doctor of 
Philosophy” (PhD) may be substituted for a Doctoral Program discipline name prescribed in the preceding paragraph. 

 
Chapter 6. Enrollment, Progression, Advanced Entry, Leave of Absence, Withdrawal, and Re-Enrollment 
 
(Enrollment eligibility) 
Article 26. Those meeting any of the following conditions may be eligible to enroll in the Pre-doctoral Programs, Master’s 

Programs, and Professional Graduate Degree Programs.  
(1) Graduation from a Japanese university undergraduate program; 
(2) Receipt of a Japanese Bachelor’s (gakushi) degree; 
(3) Completion of a 16-year formal education curriculum outside Japan; 
(4) Completion in Japan of correspondence courses conducted through an educational institution outside Japan that are equivalent 

to a 16-year curriculum of that institution.  
(5) Completion inside Japan of a curriculum offered by an educational institution designated by the Minister of Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology to be equivalent to one outside Japan.  

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, a period of enrollment of at least one year in the Graduate Programs shall 
suffice as the enrollment period requirement for those demonstrating outstanding performance 

 
(Requirements for completion of Doctoral Programs) 
Article 21-2. All of the following requirements shall be met for the completion of Doctoral Programs. 

(1) Enrolment in the Graduate Programs for at least 5 years (including, for those who have completed a Master’s Program, 
Pre-doctoral Program, or Professional Graduate Degree Program following enrollment of at least 2 years, the standard term 
of completion for the Program concerned); 

(2) Completion of at least 30 credits (including any credits earned in a Master’s Program, Pre-doctoral Program, or 
Professional Graduate Degree Program);  

(3) Passing of a Doctoral Dissertation screening and examination conducted by the Graduate Programs after undergoing the 
necessary research guidance. In this case, research guidance may include commissioned or joint research guidance as 
stipulated in Article 19. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of item 1 of the preceding paragraph, a period of enrollment in the Graduate Programs of at 
least 3 years (including, for those who have completed a Master’s Program, Pre-doctoral Program, or Professional Graduate 
Degree Program following enrollment of at least 2 years, the 2 years of enrolment in the Program concerned) shall suffice 
as the enrollment period requirement for those demonstrating outstanding research performance. 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, item 1, a period of enrolment in the Graduate Programs of at least 3 years 
added to the period enrolled in a Master’s Program or Pre-doctoral Program shall suffice as the enrolment period 
requirement for those completing a Master’s Program or Pre-doctoral Program pursuant to item 3 of the preceding article. 
However, a period of enrollment in the Graduate Programs of at least 2 years added shall suffice as the enrollment period 
requirement for those demonstrating outstanding research performance during their period of enrollment. 

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, items 1 and 2, the requirements for completion of Doctoral Programs by 
those considered eligible for admission to Graduate Programs by virtue of academic ability equivalent to or higher than the 
holder of a Master’s degree, as provided in Article 70-2 of the Ordinance for Enforcement of the School Education Act 
(Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture Ordinance No. 11 of 1947), shall be enrollment in the Graduate 
Programs of at least 3 years and acquisition of the required credits for courses designated by the enrolled Graduate School 
(“Designated Courses”).  However, a period of enrollment in the Graduate Programs of at least one year shall suffice as 
the enrollment period requirement for those demonstrating outstanding research performance who have acquired the 
designated course credits.  

 
(Requirements for completion of Professional Graduate Degree Programs) 
Article 21-3. The requirements for completion of the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall be 

enrollment of at least 3 years, achievement of the required academic grades at each year level, and completion of at least 100 
credits. However, the requirements for those judged to have the requisite basic academic knowledge in legal studies (prior law 
graduates) shall be enrollment of at least 2 years, achievement of the prescribed academic grades at each year level, and 
completion of at least 64 credits. 

2. The credits to be earned and academic grades required at each year level shall be determined separately.  
 
(Approval of completion) 
Article 21-4. The President shall approve program completion by those who have fulfilled the requirements prescribed in Article 
3. 
2. The completion date shall be March 31 or September 20 each year.  
3. Notwithstanding the provision of paragraph 2, the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) may follow 
their completion date stipulated separately.  
 
Article 22. Methods of screening degree dissertations shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 23. Methods of degree examination shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 5. Academic Degrees 
 
(Conferment of degrees)  
Article 24. The President shall confer on those completing Programs the degree of Doctor, Master or Juris Doctor in accordance 

with the Program completed. 
2. The specifics of academic degrees shall be subject to the stipulations of the Sophia University Academic Degree Regulations. 
 
(Names of disciplines to be stated on degrees) 
Article 25. The names of degrees awarded in Graduate Schools/Graduate Programs are as follows: 
    

Graduate School Program Master’s Discipline Doctoral Discipline 
Graduate School of Theology Theology Theology  

Systematic Theology  Theology 
Graduate School of 
Humanities 

Philosophy Philosophy Philosophy 
History History History 
Japanese Literature Japanese Literature Japanese Literature 
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English and American 
Literature 

English and American 
Literature 

English and American 
Literature 

German Literature German Literature German Literature 
French Literature French Literature French Literature 
Journalism Journalism Journalism 
Cultural Interaction Cultural Interaction Cultural Interaction 

Graduate School of Applied 
Religious Studies Death and Life Studies Death and Life Studies Applied Religious Studies 

Graduate School of Human 
Sciences 

Education Education Education 
Psychology Psychology Psychology 
Sociology Sociology Sociology 
Social Services Social Services Social Services 
Nursing Nursing  

Graduate School of Law Law Law Law 
Juris Doctor (Law School) Juris Doctor 

Graduate School of 
Economics 

Economics Economics Economics 
Management Business Administration Management 

Graduate School of 
Languages and Linguistics Linguistics Linguistics Linguistics 

Graduate School of Global 
Studies 

International Relations International Relations International Relations 
Area Studies Area Studies Area Studies 

Global Studies 

Japanese Studies  Japanese Studies  
International Business and 
Development Studies 

 

Global Studies Global Studies 
International Cooperation 
Studies 

International Cooperation 
Studies  

Graduate School of Science 
and Technology 

Science and Technology 

Mechanical Engineering Mechanical Engineering 
Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering 

Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering 

Applied Chemistry Applied Chemistry 
Chemistry Chemistry 
Mathematics Mathematics 
Physics Physics 
Biological Science Biological Science 
Information Science Information Science 
Green Science and Engineering Green Science and Engineering 

Graduate School of Global 
Environmental Studies Global Environmental Studies Environmental Studies Environmental Studies 

Graduate Degree Program of 
Applied Science   Applied Science  

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, if considered necessary by a Graduate School, the term “Doctor of 
Philosophy” (PhD) may be substituted for a Doctoral Program discipline name prescribed in the preceding paragraph. 

 
Chapter 6. Enrollment, Progression, Advanced Entry, Leave of Absence, Withdrawal, and Re-Enrollment 
 
(Enrollment eligibility) 
Article 26. Those meeting any of the following conditions may be eligible to enroll in the Pre-doctoral Programs, Master’s 

Programs, and Professional Graduate Degree Programs.  
(1) Graduation from a Japanese university undergraduate program; 
(2) Receipt of a Japanese Bachelor’s (gakushi) degree; 
(3) Completion of a 16-year formal education curriculum outside Japan; 
(4) Completion in Japan of correspondence courses conducted through an educational institution outside Japan that are equivalent 

to a 16-year curriculum of that institution.  
(5) Completion inside Japan of a curriculum offered by an educational institution designated by the Minister of Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology to be equivalent to one outside Japan.  

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, a period of enrollment of at least one year in the Graduate Programs shall 
suffice as the enrollment period requirement for those demonstrating outstanding performance 

 
(Requirements for completion of Doctoral Programs) 
Article 21-2. All of the following requirements shall be met for the completion of Doctoral Programs. 

(1) Enrolment in the Graduate Programs for at least 5 years (including, for those who have completed a Master’s Program, 
Pre-doctoral Program, or Professional Graduate Degree Program following enrollment of at least 2 years, the standard term 
of completion for the Program concerned); 

(2) Completion of at least 30 credits (including any credits earned in a Master’s Program, Pre-doctoral Program, or 
Professional Graduate Degree Program);  

(3) Passing of a Doctoral Dissertation screening and examination conducted by the Graduate Programs after undergoing the 
necessary research guidance. In this case, research guidance may include commissioned or joint research guidance as 
stipulated in Article 19. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of item 1 of the preceding paragraph, a period of enrollment in the Graduate Programs of at 
least 3 years (including, for those who have completed a Master’s Program, Pre-doctoral Program, or Professional Graduate 
Degree Program following enrollment of at least 2 years, the 2 years of enrolment in the Program concerned) shall suffice 
as the enrollment period requirement for those demonstrating outstanding research performance. 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, item 1, a period of enrolment in the Graduate Programs of at least 3 years 
added to the period enrolled in a Master’s Program or Pre-doctoral Program shall suffice as the enrolment period 
requirement for those completing a Master’s Program or Pre-doctoral Program pursuant to item 3 of the preceding article. 
However, a period of enrollment in the Graduate Programs of at least 2 years added shall suffice as the enrollment period 
requirement for those demonstrating outstanding research performance during their period of enrollment. 

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, items 1 and 2, the requirements for completion of Doctoral Programs by 
those considered eligible for admission to Graduate Programs by virtue of academic ability equivalent to or higher than the 
holder of a Master’s degree, as provided in Article 70-2 of the Ordinance for Enforcement of the School Education Act 
(Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture Ordinance No. 11 of 1947), shall be enrollment in the Graduate 
Programs of at least 3 years and acquisition of the required credits for courses designated by the enrolled Graduate School 
(“Designated Courses”).  However, a period of enrollment in the Graduate Programs of at least one year shall suffice as 
the enrollment period requirement for those demonstrating outstanding research performance who have acquired the 
designated course credits.  

 
(Requirements for completion of Professional Graduate Degree Programs) 
Article 21-3. The requirements for completion of the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall be 

enrollment of at least 3 years, achievement of the required academic grades at each year level, and completion of at least 100 
credits. However, the requirements for those judged to have the requisite basic academic knowledge in legal studies (prior law 
graduates) shall be enrollment of at least 2 years, achievement of the prescribed academic grades at each year level, and 
completion of at least 64 credits. 

2. The credits to be earned and academic grades required at each year level shall be determined separately.  
 
(Approval of completion) 
Article 21-4. The President shall approve program completion by those who have fulfilled the requirements prescribed in Article 
3. 
2. The completion date shall be March 31 or September 20 each year.  
3. Notwithstanding the provision of paragraph 2, the Graduate School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) may follow 
their completion date stipulated separately.  
 
Article 22. Methods of screening degree dissertations shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Article 23. Methods of degree examination shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 5. Academic Degrees 
 
(Conferment of degrees)  
Article 24. The President shall confer on those completing Programs the degree of Doctor, Master or Juris Doctor in accordance 

with the Program completed. 
2. The specifics of academic degrees shall be subject to the stipulations of the Sophia University Academic Degree Regulations. 
 
(Names of disciplines to be stated on degrees) 
Article 25. The names of degrees awarded in Graduate Schools/Graduate Programs are as follows: 
    

Graduate School Program Master’s Discipline Doctoral Discipline 
Graduate School of Theology Theology Theology  

Systematic Theology  Theology 
Graduate School of 
Humanities 

Philosophy Philosophy Philosophy 
History History History 
Japanese Literature Japanese Literature Japanese Literature 
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3. Punishments under the preceding two paragraphs shall be executed by the President. 
4. Matters necessary for student punishment other than those stipulated in the preceding three paragraphs shall be stipulated 

separately. 
 
(Re-enrollment) 
Article 30. Those seeking to re-enroll after withdrawal from the Graduate Programs must submit an application in the prescribed 

format and obtain the permission of the President. 
2. The President may grant permission for re-enrollment following an application therefor. 
 
(Enrollment date) 
Article 31. The enrollment date in the Graduate Programs shall be at the beginning of a semester. 
2. The semester of enrollment shall be stipulated separately by each Graduate School.  
 
(Enrollment periods) 
Article 32 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 7. Academic Year, Semesters, and Holidays 
 
(Academic year, semesters, and holidays) 
Article 33. The academic year shall commence on April 1 and conclude on March 31 of the following year. 
 
Article 33-2 The semesters shall divide the school year into Spring Semester and Autumn Semester, the beginning and the end of 
which are as follows: 
 Spring Semester: April 1 to September 20  
 Autumn Semester: September 21 to March 31  
2. The semesters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be further divided into two periods (called “quarters” below), with 

the First Quarter and Second Quarter in the Spring Semester and the Third Quarter and Fourth Quarter in the Autumn 
Semester. 

3. The beginning and end of the quarters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be determined by the President, apart from 
what is determined in paragraph 1. 

 
Article 33-3. Classes and courses shall not be held on the following holidays. However, the start and end dates of the vacation 

periods stipulated in (5) through (7) below shall be stipulated separately depending on each year. 
(1) Sundays 
(2) National holidays prescribed in the National Holidays Act (No. 178, 1948) 
(3) Foundation Day (November 1) 
(4) St. Xavier’s Day (December 3) 
(5) Spring Vacation 
(6) Summer Vacation 
(7) Winter Vacation 

2. The President may nominate holidays other than those in the preceding paragraph on an ad hoc basis as necessary.  
3. The President may require classes or courses (including make-up classes and intensive courses) to be held on any of the 

holidays stipulated in paragraph 1 as necessary.     
 
Chapter 8. Exchange Students, Auditing Students under Auditing Agreement, Auditing Students, and Research Students 
 
(Exchange students) 
Article 34. The Graduate Programs may accept exchange students in accordance with student exchange agreements with graduate 

schools outside Japan.  
 
(Auditing students under auditing agreement) 
Article 35. The Graduate Programs may accept auditing students under auditing agreement in accordance with credit exchange 

agreements with graduate schools within Japan.   
 
(Auditing students) 
Article 36. Those applying to audit specified courses in the Graduate Programs may, pursuant to selection, be permitted to do so 

as auditing students.  
2. Matters concerning auditing students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
 
(Non-matriculated students) 
Article 36-2. The Graduate Programs may grant credit to those taking one or more curricular courses not for the purpose of 

obtaining an academic degree (“non-matriculated students”).  
2. Matters concerning non-matriculated students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
(Research students) 
Article 37. Those applying to undertake research on specific topics in the Graduate School may, pursuant to selection, be 

permitted to do so as research students.  
2. Matters concerning research students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 9. Enrollment fees, tuition and student fees 
 

(6) Acquisition of the equivalent of a Bachelor’s degree by completion of an academic course of at least three years at a 
university or other educational institution outside Japan.  

(7) Completion on or beyond the date determined by the Minister of Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of 
the specialized curriculum of an advanced vocational school (limited to curriculums of at least four years that meet the 
criteria stipulated by the Minister of Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) that is separately designated by 
the Minster of Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology  

(8) Nomination by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.  
(9) Enrollment of at least three years in a university undergraduate program and recognition by the Sophia University Graduate 

Programs of completion of a prescribed number of credits with outstanding academic performance. 
(10) Other recognition by the Sophia University Graduate Programs, pursuant to an individual assessment of enrollment 

eligibility, of academic ability equivalent to or higher than a graduate of a Japanese university, and attainment of the age 
of 22 years. 

2. Eligibility for progression or advanced entry to the Doctoral Programs may be granted to holders of a Japanese Master’s 
(shūshi) degree or Professional Graduate (senmonshoku) degree, and those recognized as having academic ability equivalent to 
or higher than a holder of a Japanese Master’s degree.  

3. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, those meeting any of the following conditions shall be recognized as having 
academic ability equivalent to or higher than a holder of a Japanese Master’s degree. 

(1) Acquisition outside Japan of an academic degree equivalent to a Japanese Master’s degree or Professional Graduate 
degree 

(2) Acquisition of a degree equivalent to a Master’s degree or Professional Graduate degree by taking courses of 
correspondence courses offered by an educational institution outside Japan 

(3) Acquisition of a degree equivalent to a Master’s degree or Professional Graduate degree by the completion inside Japan of 
the curriculum of an educational institution from outside Japan that is located inside Japan which the Graduate School 
Authority of the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology designates as equivalent to a 
Graduate-level educational institution. 

(4) Acquisition of a degree equivalent to a Master’s degree by completing the curriculum at the United Nations University  
(5) Possession of academic abilities equivalent to a holder of a Master’s Degree at Sophia University based on research 

experience of at least two years at a university, research institute, etc. after graduation from a university or other 
educational institution. 

(6) Nomination by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(7) Other recognition by the Graduate Programs, pursuant to an individual assessment of enrollment eligibility, of academic 

ability equivalent to or higher than a holder of a Japanese Master’s degree, and attainment of the age of 24 years     
4. Permission for the enrollment, progression, and advanced entry prescribed in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be determined by the 

President 
 
(Entrance examination) 
Article 27. Entrance examinations shall be conducted in accordance with the stipulations of each Graduate School for those 

applying to enroll in a Master’s Program or Professional Graduate Degree Program or to progress or gain advanced entry to a 
Doctoral Program. 

2. Foreign students may be permitted to enroll pursuant to special selection. 
 
(Applications for leave of absence, reinstatement, and withdrawal) 
Article 28. Those seeking leave of absence or withdrawal must submit an application form in the prescribed format and obtain the 

permission of the President. 
2. Leave of absence shall be taken in quarter units, as stipulated in Article 33-2, paragraph 2, and shall not exceed 5 years 

cumulatively in Doctoral Programs. However, in Master’s Programs and Professional Graduate Degree Programs the 
maximum shall be 2 years. 

3. Those on leave of absence shall be reinstated when the permitted leave of absence period expires. However, if the leave of 
absence was permitted on the grounds of illness, an application for reinstatement in the prescribed format must be submitted, 
accompanied by a certificate from a medical practitioner. 

4. Those whose grounds for leave of absence lapse during the leave of absence period and who seek reinstatement must submit an 
application for reinstatement in the prescribed format. 

 
(Retention) 
Article 28-2. Those unable to earn the required credits or to attain the required academic grades in any year level in the Graduate 

School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall be held back in the same year level. Separate stipulation shall be 
made regarding the required credits and academic grades at each year level for these purposes. 

 
(Withdrawal and punishments） 
Article 29. Those to whom any of the following apply shall be withdrawn by decision of the President.  

(1) Failed to pay tuition and/or other fees 
(2) Exceeded the maximum periods of enrollment stipulated in Article 3-2 
(3) Judged to have no prospect of successful completion. However, the grounds for such judgment shall be stipulated 

separately by each Graduate School.  
 

Article 29-2. Those engaging in conduct judged to be contrary to their obligations as students of the University shall be punished 
by withdrawal, suspension, or reprimand, depending on the severity of the conduct concerned. 
2. Those to whom any of the following apply shall be withdrawn. 
(1) Judged to have manifestly delinquent character and conduct with no prospect of improvement 
(2) Disrupted order within the University 
(3) Manifestly damaged the reputation of the University 
(4) Judged for other reasons to be unsuitable to remain enrolled at the University 
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3. Punishments under the preceding two paragraphs shall be executed by the President. 
4. Matters necessary for student punishment other than those stipulated in the preceding three paragraphs shall be stipulated 

separately. 
 
(Re-enrollment) 
Article 30. Those seeking to re-enroll after withdrawal from the Graduate Programs must submit an application in the prescribed 

format and obtain the permission of the President. 
2. The President may grant permission for re-enrollment following an application therefor. 
 
(Enrollment date) 
Article 31. The enrollment date in the Graduate Programs shall be at the beginning of a semester. 
2. The semester of enrollment shall be stipulated separately by each Graduate School.  
 
(Enrollment periods) 
Article 32 [Deleted] 
 
Chapter 7. Academic Year, Semesters, and Holidays 
 
(Academic year, semesters, and holidays) 
Article 33. The academic year shall commence on April 1 and conclude on March 31 of the following year. 
 
Article 33-2 The semesters shall divide the school year into Spring Semester and Autumn Semester, the beginning and the end of 
which are as follows: 
 Spring Semester: April 1 to September 20  
 Autumn Semester: September 21 to March 31  
2. The semesters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be further divided into two periods (called “quarters” below), with 

the First Quarter and Second Quarter in the Spring Semester and the Third Quarter and Fourth Quarter in the Autumn 
Semester. 

3. The beginning and end of the quarters determined in the preceding paragraph shall be determined by the President, apart from 
what is determined in paragraph 1. 

 
Article 33-3. Classes and courses shall not be held on the following holidays. However, the start and end dates of the vacation 

periods stipulated in (5) through (7) below shall be stipulated separately depending on each year. 
(1) Sundays 
(2) National holidays prescribed in the National Holidays Act (No. 178, 1948) 
(3) Foundation Day (November 1) 
(4) St. Xavier’s Day (December 3) 
(5) Spring Vacation 
(6) Summer Vacation 
(7) Winter Vacation 

2. The President may nominate holidays other than those in the preceding paragraph on an ad hoc basis as necessary.  
3. The President may require classes or courses (including make-up classes and intensive courses) to be held on any of the 

holidays stipulated in paragraph 1 as necessary.     
 
Chapter 8. Exchange Students, Auditing Students under Auditing Agreement, Auditing Students, and Research Students 
 
(Exchange students) 
Article 34. The Graduate Programs may accept exchange students in accordance with student exchange agreements with graduate 

schools outside Japan.  
 
(Auditing students under auditing agreement) 
Article 35. The Graduate Programs may accept auditing students under auditing agreement in accordance with credit exchange 

agreements with graduate schools within Japan.   
 
(Auditing students) 
Article 36. Those applying to audit specified courses in the Graduate Programs may, pursuant to selection, be permitted to do so 

as auditing students.  
2. Matters concerning auditing students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
 
(Non-matriculated students) 
Article 36-2. The Graduate Programs may grant credit to those taking one or more curricular courses not for the purpose of 

obtaining an academic degree (“non-matriculated students”).  
2. Matters concerning non-matriculated students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
(Research students) 
Article 37. Those applying to undertake research on specific topics in the Graduate School may, pursuant to selection, be 

permitted to do so as research students.  
2. Matters concerning research students shall be stipulated separately. 
 
Chapter 9. Enrollment fees, tuition and student fees 
 

(6) Acquisition of the equivalent of a Bachelor’s degree by completion of an academic course of at least three years at a 
university or other educational institution outside Japan.  

(7) Completion on or beyond the date determined by the Minister of Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of 
the specialized curriculum of an advanced vocational school (limited to curriculums of at least four years that meet the 
criteria stipulated by the Minister of Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) that is separately designated by 
the Minster of Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology  

(8) Nomination by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.  
(9) Enrollment of at least three years in a university undergraduate program and recognition by the Sophia University Graduate 

Programs of completion of a prescribed number of credits with outstanding academic performance. 
(10) Other recognition by the Sophia University Graduate Programs, pursuant to an individual assessment of enrollment 

eligibility, of academic ability equivalent to or higher than a graduate of a Japanese university, and attainment of the age 
of 22 years. 

2. Eligibility for progression or advanced entry to the Doctoral Programs may be granted to holders of a Japanese Master’s 
(shūshi) degree or Professional Graduate (senmonshoku) degree, and those recognized as having academic ability equivalent to 
or higher than a holder of a Japanese Master’s degree.  

3. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, those meeting any of the following conditions shall be recognized as having 
academic ability equivalent to or higher than a holder of a Japanese Master’s degree. 

(1) Acquisition outside Japan of an academic degree equivalent to a Japanese Master’s degree or Professional Graduate 
degree 

(2) Acquisition of a degree equivalent to a Master’s degree or Professional Graduate degree by taking courses of 
correspondence courses offered by an educational institution outside Japan 

(3) Acquisition of a degree equivalent to a Master’s degree or Professional Graduate degree by the completion inside Japan of 
the curriculum of an educational institution from outside Japan that is located inside Japan which the Graduate School 
Authority of the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology designates as equivalent to a 
Graduate-level educational institution. 

(4) Acquisition of a degree equivalent to a Master’s degree by completing the curriculum at the United Nations University  
(5) Possession of academic abilities equivalent to a holder of a Master’s Degree at Sophia University based on research 

experience of at least two years at a university, research institute, etc. after graduation from a university or other 
educational institution. 

(6) Nomination by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(7) Other recognition by the Graduate Programs, pursuant to an individual assessment of enrollment eligibility, of academic 

ability equivalent to or higher than a holder of a Japanese Master’s degree, and attainment of the age of 24 years     
4. Permission for the enrollment, progression, and advanced entry prescribed in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be determined by the 

President 
 
(Entrance examination) 
Article 27. Entrance examinations shall be conducted in accordance with the stipulations of each Graduate School for those 

applying to enroll in a Master’s Program or Professional Graduate Degree Program or to progress or gain advanced entry to a 
Doctoral Program. 

2. Foreign students may be permitted to enroll pursuant to special selection. 
 
(Applications for leave of absence, reinstatement, and withdrawal) 
Article 28. Those seeking leave of absence or withdrawal must submit an application form in the prescribed format and obtain the 

permission of the President. 
2. Leave of absence shall be taken in quarter units, as stipulated in Article 33-2, paragraph 2, and shall not exceed 5 years 

cumulatively in Doctoral Programs. However, in Master’s Programs and Professional Graduate Degree Programs the 
maximum shall be 2 years. 

3. Those on leave of absence shall be reinstated when the permitted leave of absence period expires. However, if the leave of 
absence was permitted on the grounds of illness, an application for reinstatement in the prescribed format must be submitted, 
accompanied by a certificate from a medical practitioner. 

4. Those whose grounds for leave of absence lapse during the leave of absence period and who seek reinstatement must submit an 
application for reinstatement in the prescribed format. 

 
(Retention) 
Article 28-2. Those unable to earn the required credits or to attain the required academic grades in any year level in the Graduate 

School of Law’s Juris Doctor Program (Law School) shall be held back in the same year level. Separate stipulation shall be 
made regarding the required credits and academic grades at each year level for these purposes. 

 
(Withdrawal and punishments） 
Article 29. Those to whom any of the following apply shall be withdrawn by decision of the President.  

(1) Failed to pay tuition and/or other fees 
(2) Exceeded the maximum periods of enrollment stipulated in Article 3-2 
(3) Judged to have no prospect of successful completion. However, the grounds for such judgment shall be stipulated 

separately by each Graduate School.  
 

Article 29-2. Those engaging in conduct judged to be contrary to their obligations as students of the University shall be punished 
by withdrawal, suspension, or reprimand, depending on the severity of the conduct concerned. 
2. Those to whom any of the following apply shall be withdrawn. 
(1) Judged to have manifestly delinquent character and conduct with no prospect of improvement 
(2) Disrupted order within the University 
(3) Manifestly damaged the reputation of the University 
(4) Judged for other reasons to be unsuitable to remain enrolled at the University 
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Sophia University Degree Regulations 
 
Established: April 1, 1968 
Amended: April 1, 2023 
 

(Purpose) 
Article 1. The purpose of these regulations is to set forth necessary matters concerning academic degrees conferred by 

Sophia University (the “University”) in accordance with the Degree Regulations (Ordinance of the Ministry of Education, 
Science, Sports and Culture No. 9 of 1953), the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs and the General 
Regulations of Sophia University. 

(Types of degrees) 
Article 2. Academic degrees conferred by the President of Sophia University shall be Doctoral, Master’s, Professional 

Graduate and Bachelor’s Degrees. 
(Doctoral Degree) 

Article 3. The Doctoral Degree shall be conferred to those who have advanced research capabilities, and rich scholarly 
insights that underpin such capabilities, necessary to pursue independent research activity as scholars in specialized fields 
and/or to engage in other highly specialized vocations. 

(Master’s Degree) 
Article 4. The Master’s Degree shall be conferred to those who have acquired profound scholarly insights from board 

perspectives and obtained research capabilities in specialized fields and/or the advanced capabilities necessary to engage in 
vocations demanding a high degree of specialization. 

(Professional Graduate Degree) 
Article 4-2. The Professional Graduate Degree shall be conferred to those who have in-depth scholarly insights and 

outstanding capabilities required to undertake vocations demanding a high degree of specialization. 
(Requirements for conferment of Doctoral Degree) 

Article 5. The Doctoral Degree shall be conferred to those who have completed the Doctoral Programs stipulated in Article 
21-2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 

Article 6. In addition to those stipulated in the previous article, the Doctoral Degree shall be conferred to those who have 
passed a doctoral dissertation screening conducted by the University’s Graduate Programs, and who have been confirmed in an 
interview to have academic ability equivalent to or higher than those who have completed the University’s Graduate Programs. 

(Requirements for conferment of Master’s Degree) 
Article 7. The Master’s Degree shall be conferred to those who have completed the Master’s and Pre-Doctoral Programs 

stipulated in Article 21 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
(Requirements for conferment of Bachelor’s Degree) 

Article 7-2. The Bachelor’s Degree shall be conferred to those who have graduated from the University as stipulated in 
Article 57 of the General Regulations of Sophia University. 

(Requirements for conferment of Professional Graduate Degree) 
Article 7-3. The Law’s Juris Doctoral (Professional Graduate) Degree shall be conferred to those who have completed the 

Professional Graduate Degree Programs stipulated in Article 21-3 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate 
Programs. 

(Submission of degree theses/dissertations) 
Article 8. Students eligible to apply for a doctoral dissertation screening under Article 5 shall be those who are considered 

by the Graduate School Committee as able to complete the Graduate Programs on the date of completion stipulated in the 
General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs, and who can stay enrolled until the date of completion. 

Article 9. Students eligible to apply for a Master’s thesis screening under Article 7 shall be those who are considered by the 
Graduate School Committee as able to complete the Graduate Programs on the date of completion stipulated in the General 
Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs, and who can stay enrolled until the date of completion. 

(Application procedures and required documents) 
Article 10. Students who are enrolled in the second term of the Doctoral Programs (the “Doctoral Program”) and wish to 

receive a Doctoral Degree shall submit a Dissertation Screening Request to the President, together with three copies each of 
their dissertation list, dissertation, dissertation summary and curriculum vitae. 

2. Students who wish to apply for a Doctoral Degree under Article 6 shall submit to the President a Degree Application 
specifying the field of major, together with three copies each of their dissertation list, dissertation, dissertation summary and 
curriculum vitae. 

3. Students who wish to receive a Master’s Degree shall submit to the President a specified Degree Thesis Submission Form, 
with their thesis attached thereto. In such case, the number of thesis copies and the submission deadline shall be as determined 
by each Graduate School. 

4.  The thesis/dissertation to be submitted under any of the three preceding paragraphs shall be just one main thesis; provided, 
however, that other theses may be attached for reference. 

(Acceptance of applications) 
Article 11. The administrative procedures for degree thesis/dissertation application shall be handled by the Center for 

Academic Affairs of the Bureau of Academic Affairs. 
2. Acceptance of degree applications under Article 6 shall be determined by the President. 
3. Once the degree thesis/dissertation is accepted under the preceding paragraph, the applicant shall pay the screening fee as shall 

be stipulated separately. 
4. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the applicant shall be exempted from the screening fee if the applicant: 

(1) is a full-time teacher at any of the schools founded by the Sophia School Corporation; or 
(2) was enrolled in the Doctoral Program of the University’s Graduated Programs for 3 years or longer, earned the 

(Enrollment procedures) 
Article 38. Applicants admitted for enrollment, progression, or advanced entry to the Graduate Programs must submit the 

prescribed documents and pay the fees required for enrollment by the designated date as stipulated separately.    
 
(Tuition and student fees) 
Article 39. Students of the Graduate Programs must pay the tuition and student fees in full by the prescribed dates as stipulated 

separately.  
2. Tuition and student fees payable in cases such as leave of absence and study abroad are stipulated separately.  
 
Chapter 10. Other Matters 
 
(Corresponding application of provisions) 
Article 40. The provisions of the General Regulations of Sophia University (with the exception of Article 19-2, paragraph 3) shall 

apply correspondingly to matters for which no provision is made in these regulations. 
 
(Establishment of Clinical Psychology Consultation Office)  
Article 41 The University shall have a Clinical Psychology Consultation Office.  
 
 
Supplementary Provisions 

These amended regulations are effective from April 1, 2024. 
[Disestablishment of Doctoral Program in Philosophy of Graduate School of Philosophy]  
[Changes to enrollment capacity] 
 

Note: The English translation is provided for information. The original Japanese version remains the sole official version. If 
there is any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 
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Sophia University Degree Regulations 
 
Established: April 1, 1968 
Amended: April 1, 2023 
 

(Purpose) 
Article 1. The purpose of these regulations is to set forth necessary matters concerning academic degrees conferred by 

Sophia University (the “University”) in accordance with the Degree Regulations (Ordinance of the Ministry of Education, 
Science, Sports and Culture No. 9 of 1953), the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs and the General 
Regulations of Sophia University. 

(Types of degrees) 
Article 2. Academic degrees conferred by the President of Sophia University shall be Doctoral, Master’s, Professional 

Graduate and Bachelor’s Degrees. 
(Doctoral Degree) 

Article 3. The Doctoral Degree shall be conferred to those who have advanced research capabilities, and rich scholarly 
insights that underpin such capabilities, necessary to pursue independent research activity as scholars in specialized fields 
and/or to engage in other highly specialized vocations. 

(Master’s Degree) 
Article 4. The Master’s Degree shall be conferred to those who have acquired profound scholarly insights from board 

perspectives and obtained research capabilities in specialized fields and/or the advanced capabilities necessary to engage in 
vocations demanding a high degree of specialization. 

(Professional Graduate Degree) 
Article 4-2. The Professional Graduate Degree shall be conferred to those who have in-depth scholarly insights and 

outstanding capabilities required to undertake vocations demanding a high degree of specialization. 
(Requirements for conferment of Doctoral Degree) 

Article 5. The Doctoral Degree shall be conferred to those who have completed the Doctoral Programs stipulated in Article 
21-2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 

Article 6. In addition to those stipulated in the previous article, the Doctoral Degree shall be conferred to those who have 
passed a doctoral dissertation screening conducted by the University’s Graduate Programs, and who have been confirmed in an 
interview to have academic ability equivalent to or higher than those who have completed the University’s Graduate Programs. 

(Requirements for conferment of Master’s Degree) 
Article 7. The Master’s Degree shall be conferred to those who have completed the Master’s and Pre-Doctoral Programs 

stipulated in Article 21 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
(Requirements for conferment of Bachelor’s Degree) 

Article 7-2. The Bachelor’s Degree shall be conferred to those who have graduated from the University as stipulated in 
Article 57 of the General Regulations of Sophia University. 

(Requirements for conferment of Professional Graduate Degree) 
Article 7-3. The Law’s Juris Doctoral (Professional Graduate) Degree shall be conferred to those who have completed the 

Professional Graduate Degree Programs stipulated in Article 21-3 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate 
Programs. 

(Submission of degree theses/dissertations) 
Article 8. Students eligible to apply for a doctoral dissertation screening under Article 5 shall be those who are considered 

by the Graduate School Committee as able to complete the Graduate Programs on the date of completion stipulated in the 
General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs, and who can stay enrolled until the date of completion. 

Article 9. Students eligible to apply for a Master’s thesis screening under Article 7 shall be those who are considered by the 
Graduate School Committee as able to complete the Graduate Programs on the date of completion stipulated in the General 
Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs, and who can stay enrolled until the date of completion. 

(Application procedures and required documents) 
Article 10. Students who are enrolled in the second term of the Doctoral Programs (the “Doctoral Program”) and wish to 

receive a Doctoral Degree shall submit a Dissertation Screening Request to the President, together with three copies each of 
their dissertation list, dissertation, dissertation summary and curriculum vitae. 

2. Students who wish to apply for a Doctoral Degree under Article 6 shall submit to the President a Degree Application 
specifying the field of major, together with three copies each of their dissertation list, dissertation, dissertation summary and 
curriculum vitae. 

3. Students who wish to receive a Master’s Degree shall submit to the President a specified Degree Thesis Submission Form, 
with their thesis attached thereto. In such case, the number of thesis copies and the submission deadline shall be as determined 
by each Graduate School. 

4.  The thesis/dissertation to be submitted under any of the three preceding paragraphs shall be just one main thesis; provided, 
however, that other theses may be attached for reference. 

(Acceptance of applications) 
Article 11. The administrative procedures for degree thesis/dissertation application shall be handled by the Center for 

Academic Affairs of the Bureau of Academic Affairs. 
2. Acceptance of degree applications under Article 6 shall be determined by the President. 
3. Once the degree thesis/dissertation is accepted under the preceding paragraph, the applicant shall pay the screening fee as shall 

be stipulated separately. 
4. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the applicant shall be exempted from the screening fee if the applicant: 

(1) is a full-time teacher at any of the schools founded by the Sophia School Corporation; or 
(2) was enrolled in the Doctoral Program of the University’s Graduated Programs for 3 years or longer, earned the 

(Enrollment procedures) 
Article 38. Applicants admitted for enrollment, progression, or advanced entry to the Graduate Programs must submit the 

prescribed documents and pay the fees required for enrollment by the designated date as stipulated separately.    
 
(Tuition and student fees) 
Article 39. Students of the Graduate Programs must pay the tuition and student fees in full by the prescribed dates as stipulated 

separately.  
2. Tuition and student fees payable in cases such as leave of absence and study abroad are stipulated separately.  
 
Chapter 10. Other Matters 
 
(Corresponding application of provisions) 
Article 40. The provisions of the General Regulations of Sophia University (with the exception of Article 19-2, paragraph 3) shall 

apply correspondingly to matters for which no provision is made in these regulations. 
 
(Establishment of Clinical Psychology Consultation Office)  
Article 41 The University shall have a Clinical Psychology Consultation Office.  
 
 
Supplementary Provisions 

These amended regulations are effective from April 1, 2024. 
[Disestablishment of Doctoral Program in Philosophy of Graduate School of Philosophy]  
[Changes to enrollment capacity] 
 

Note: The English translation is provided for information. The original Japanese version remains the sole official version. If 
there is any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 
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Article 16. After the thesis/dissertation screening and examination or the confirmation of academic ability have been 
completed, the Graduate Program Committee shall deliberate on whether to approve conferment of the academic degree to the 
applicant based on a written report from the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee, and shall provide a report on the 
approved conferment to the Graduate School Committee. 

2. The screening stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall require the approval of at least two-thirds of the Graduate Program 
Committee members in attendance, representing at least two-thirds of all the committee members. However, any members 
who cannot attend such meeting of the Graduate Program Committee due to public duties or business trips shall not be counted 
in the total number. 

(Offering opinions) 
Article 17. The Graduate School Committee may offer its opinions to the President on the conferment of academic degrees 

based on reports from the Graduate Program Committee. 
2. To offer opinions pursuant to the preceding paragraph, the Graduate School Committee shall require the approval of at least 

two-thirds of its members in attendance, representing two-thirds of all the members. Such opinions shall be offered prior to the 
date of completion of the Graduate Programs stipulated in the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 

(Conferment of Degrees) 
Article 18. The President shall seek opinions from the Graduate School Committee and approve the conferment of academic 

degrees before conferring them and issuing diplomas. 
2. The date of conferment of academic degrees stipulated in Articles 5 and 7 shall be the date of completion stipulated in the 

General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
(Publication of dissertation summary, etc.) 

Article 19. Upon conferment of a Doctoral Degree, the University shall publish the summary of the dissertation and the 
summary of the results of the dissertation screening by use of the Internet within 3 months after the conferment of such 
Doctoral Degree. 

(Publication of Degree Theses/Dissertations) 
Article 20. A Doctoral Degree recipient shall publish the entire text of the dissertation relating to the conferment of the 

Doctoral Degree within 1 year after the conferment, unless the dissertation has already been published in printed form before 
the conferment of the Doctoral Degree. 

2. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, if there is any unavoidable reason, the recipient may publish the summary of the 
dissertation relating to the conferment of the Doctoral Degree in printed form in place of the entire text thereof, with the 
approval of the University. In such case, the University shall make the entire text of the dissertation available for inspection 
upon request. 

3. Any dissertation that shall be published under the preceding two paragraphs shall expressly indicate that it is a dissertation 
screened by Sophia University. 

(Degree Titles) 
Article 21. When a degree recipient uses the title of their degree, “Sophia University” shall be added thereto. 
2. The titles of academic degrees shall be as indicated in Annex 1 under Article 58, Paragraph 2 of the General Regulations of 

Sophia University. 
3. The titles of academic degrees shall be as indicated in Annex 2 under Article 25, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations of 

Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
4. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the title “Doctor of Philosophy” (PhD) may be added to the degree title under 

Article 25, Paragraph 2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
(Revocation of degree conferment) 

Article 22. The President shall seek opinions from the Graduate School Committee, and may revoke the conferment of any 
academic degree, have the student return their diploma to the University and disclose such revocation, if: 
(1) the degree recipient is found to have received the degree by any unauthorized means; or 
(2) the degree recipient commits an act which shall bring discredit on the honor. 

2. When the Graduate School Committee offers opinions under the preceding paragraph, it shall require the approval of at least 
two-thirds of committee members in attendance, representing at least two-thirds of all the members. In such case, the provisory 
clause of Article 16, Paragraph 2 shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

(Reporting of degree conferment) 
Article 23. The President shall provide a report to the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology on the 

conferment of Doctoral Degrees in accordance with Article 12 of the Degree Regulations. 
(Diploma and Document Forms) 

Article 24. The forms of the diploma and documentation required for degree application shall be the forms of Appendix. 
 

Supplementary Provision 

These amended regulations are effective from April 1, 2023. 
 

Note: The English translation is provided for information.  The original Japanese version remains the sole official version.  If 
there are any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 

prescribed credits, and applied for an academic degree within one year after receiving necessary research guidance and 
leaving the University. 

5. The degree thesis/dissertation accepted and the screening fee paid shall not be returned to the applicant. 
(Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee) 

Article 12. For a degree thesis/dissertation that has been accepted, the Graduate Program Committee shall set up the 
Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee. 

2. The Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee shall comprise one Chief Examiner and two or more Deputy Examiners. 
3. The Chief Examiner shall be selected from among the Graduate Program faculty members belonging to the Graduate School 

who are deemed to satisfy qualification requirements as faculty advisors. The Chief Examiner shall serve as the Chairperson of 
the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee. 

4. The Deputy Examiners shall be selected from among the Graduate Program faculty members belonging to the Graduate 
School. 

5. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, to the extent that the Graduate School Committee deems it necessary for 
thesis/dissertation screening, the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee may, following deliberation by the Graduate 
School Committee, invite as a Deputy Examiner a faculty member of any other Graduate School or Faculty of the University, 
or a faculty member of any other Graduate School, research institute or the like. 

6. Notwithstanding the preceding five paragraphs, in case of joint research guidance conducted with foreign graduate schools, 
research institutes or the like (“Foreign Graduate Schools”) under Article 19 of the General Regulations of Sophia University 
Graduate Programs, the Graduate School Committee shall set up a joint Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee with the 
Foreign Graduate School. In such case, the composition of the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee and the method of 
selecting the Chief Examiner and Deputy Examiners shall be as stipulated by relevant agreements concerning the joint 
dissertation guidance scheme with Foreign Graduate Schools. 

(Thesis/Dissertation Screening) 
Article 12-2. The Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee shall perform screening and examination of theses/dissertations as 

stipulated in Articles 21 and 21-2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs, and shall perform 
thesis/dissertation screening and confirm academic ability as stipulated in Article 6 of the same regulations (the “Interview”). 

2. The Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee may have the student submit models, samples and other documentation if it 
deems necessary to do so for thesis/dissertation screening. 

(Examination) 
Article 13. The examination stipulated in Articles 21 and 21-2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate 

Programs shall be performed to test the student’s academic major and foreign language capabilities. 
2. For a Doctoral Degree applicant, the examination stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall be opened to the public, with the 

name of the applicant, the name of the degree applied for, the subject of the dissertation, the date, time and place of the 
examination, and the names of the members of the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee put up on the University’s 
bulletin board. 

3. The academic major test shall be performed orally and mostly about the thesis/dissertation and a broad range of related 
subjects. 

4. For the foreign language test, an applicant shall select one language for a Master’s Degree, and two languages for a Doctoral 
Degree. 

5. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, an applicant for a Doctoral Degree may select only one language with the approval 
of the Graduate Program Committee. 

6. Notwithstanding Paragraph 4 hereof, an applicant may be exempted from the foreign language test to the extent that the 
Graduate Program Committee deems it unnecessary to conduct such test in view of the type of the degree applied for and the 
characteristics of the thesis/dissertation.  

(Interview) 
Article 14. The confirmation of academic ability (the Interview) as stipulated in Article 6 shall be performed on academic 

major and foreign language capabilities. 
2. For a Doctoral Degree applicant, the Interview stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall be opened to the public, with the 

name of the applicant, the name of the degree applied for, the subject of the dissertation, the date, time and place of the 
Interview, and the names of the members of the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee put up on the University’s bulletin 
board. 

3. The Interview on academic major shall be conducted to see if the applicant has the academic ability equivalent to or higher 
than a student who has completed the Doctoral Program of the University’s Graduate Programs and is entitled to receive a 
Doctoral Degree. 

4. For the Interview on foreign languages, an applicant shall select two languages. 
5. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the applicant may select only one language with the approval of the Graduate 

School Committee. 
6. If an applicant for a Doctoral Degree under Article 6 has been enrolled in the Doctoral Program of the University’s Graduate 

Programs for 3 years or longer, earned the prescribed credits, and received necessary research guidance and left the University, 
the applicant may be exempted from the academic ability confirmation process following deliberation by the Graduate School 
Committee. 

(Screening period) 
Article 15. The screening and examination on a dissertation or the confirmation of the applicant’s academic ability shall be 

completed within 1 year from acceptance of their application for an academic degree. However, for any special reason, the 
said period may be extended following deliberation by the Graduate School Committee. 

2. Any applicant for a Doctoral Degree under Article 5 may not take leave of absence or study abroad during the screening 
period. 

3. The provisions of Paragraphs 1 and 2 hereof shall apply to applicants for a Master’s Degree under Article 7. 
(Screening and reporting by the Graduate program Committee) 
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Article 16. After the thesis/dissertation screening and examination or the confirmation of academic ability have been 
completed, the Graduate Program Committee shall deliberate on whether to approve conferment of the academic degree to the 
applicant based on a written report from the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee, and shall provide a report on the 
approved conferment to the Graduate School Committee. 

2. The screening stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall require the approval of at least two-thirds of the Graduate Program 
Committee members in attendance, representing at least two-thirds of all the committee members. However, any members 
who cannot attend such meeting of the Graduate Program Committee due to public duties or business trips shall not be counted 
in the total number. 

(Offering opinions) 
Article 17. The Graduate School Committee may offer its opinions to the President on the conferment of academic degrees 

based on reports from the Graduate Program Committee. 
2. To offer opinions pursuant to the preceding paragraph, the Graduate School Committee shall require the approval of at least 

two-thirds of its members in attendance, representing two-thirds of all the members. Such opinions shall be offered prior to the 
date of completion of the Graduate Programs stipulated in the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 

(Conferment of Degrees) 
Article 18. The President shall seek opinions from the Graduate School Committee and approve the conferment of academic 

degrees before conferring them and issuing diplomas. 
2. The date of conferment of academic degrees stipulated in Articles 5 and 7 shall be the date of completion stipulated in the 

General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
(Publication of dissertation summary, etc.) 

Article 19. Upon conferment of a Doctoral Degree, the University shall publish the summary of the dissertation and the 
summary of the results of the dissertation screening by use of the Internet within 3 months after the conferment of such 
Doctoral Degree. 

(Publication of Degree Theses/Dissertations) 
Article 20. A Doctoral Degree recipient shall publish the entire text of the dissertation relating to the conferment of the 

Doctoral Degree within 1 year after the conferment, unless the dissertation has already been published in printed form before 
the conferment of the Doctoral Degree. 

2. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, if there is any unavoidable reason, the recipient may publish the summary of the 
dissertation relating to the conferment of the Doctoral Degree in printed form in place of the entire text thereof, with the 
approval of the University. In such case, the University shall make the entire text of the dissertation available for inspection 
upon request. 

3. Any dissertation that shall be published under the preceding two paragraphs shall expressly indicate that it is a dissertation 
screened by Sophia University. 

(Degree Titles) 
Article 21. When a degree recipient uses the title of their degree, “Sophia University” shall be added thereto. 
2. The titles of academic degrees shall be as indicated in Annex 1 under Article 58, Paragraph 2 of the General Regulations of 

Sophia University. 
3. The titles of academic degrees shall be as indicated in Annex 2 under Article 25, Paragraph 1 of the General Regulations of 

Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
4. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the title “Doctor of Philosophy” (PhD) may be added to the degree title under 

Article 25, Paragraph 2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs. 
(Revocation of degree conferment) 

Article 22. The President shall seek opinions from the Graduate School Committee, and may revoke the conferment of any 
academic degree, have the student return their diploma to the University and disclose such revocation, if: 
(1) the degree recipient is found to have received the degree by any unauthorized means; or 
(2) the degree recipient commits an act which shall bring discredit on the honor. 

2. When the Graduate School Committee offers opinions under the preceding paragraph, it shall require the approval of at least 
two-thirds of committee members in attendance, representing at least two-thirds of all the members. In such case, the provisory 
clause of Article 16, Paragraph 2 shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

(Reporting of degree conferment) 
Article 23. The President shall provide a report to the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology on the 

conferment of Doctoral Degrees in accordance with Article 12 of the Degree Regulations. 
(Diploma and Document Forms) 

Article 24. The forms of the diploma and documentation required for degree application shall be the forms of Appendix. 
 

Supplementary Provision 

These amended regulations are effective from April 1, 2023. 
 

Note: The English translation is provided for information.  The original Japanese version remains the sole official version.  If 
there are any discrepancy between the two versions, the Japanese original should take precedence. 

prescribed credits, and applied for an academic degree within one year after receiving necessary research guidance and 
leaving the University. 

5. The degree thesis/dissertation accepted and the screening fee paid shall not be returned to the applicant. 
(Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee) 

Article 12. For a degree thesis/dissertation that has been accepted, the Graduate Program Committee shall set up the 
Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee. 

2. The Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee shall comprise one Chief Examiner and two or more Deputy Examiners. 
3. The Chief Examiner shall be selected from among the Graduate Program faculty members belonging to the Graduate School 

who are deemed to satisfy qualification requirements as faculty advisors. The Chief Examiner shall serve as the Chairperson of 
the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee. 

4. The Deputy Examiners shall be selected from among the Graduate Program faculty members belonging to the Graduate 
School. 

5. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, to the extent that the Graduate School Committee deems it necessary for 
thesis/dissertation screening, the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee may, following deliberation by the Graduate 
School Committee, invite as a Deputy Examiner a faculty member of any other Graduate School or Faculty of the University, 
or a faculty member of any other Graduate School, research institute or the like. 

6. Notwithstanding the preceding five paragraphs, in case of joint research guidance conducted with foreign graduate schools, 
research institutes or the like (“Foreign Graduate Schools”) under Article 19 of the General Regulations of Sophia University 
Graduate Programs, the Graduate School Committee shall set up a joint Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee with the 
Foreign Graduate School. In such case, the composition of the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee and the method of 
selecting the Chief Examiner and Deputy Examiners shall be as stipulated by relevant agreements concerning the joint 
dissertation guidance scheme with Foreign Graduate Schools. 

(Thesis/Dissertation Screening) 
Article 12-2. The Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee shall perform screening and examination of theses/dissertations as 

stipulated in Articles 21 and 21-2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate Programs, and shall perform 
thesis/dissertation screening and confirm academic ability as stipulated in Article 6 of the same regulations (the “Interview”). 

2. The Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee may have the student submit models, samples and other documentation if it 
deems necessary to do so for thesis/dissertation screening. 

(Examination) 
Article 13. The examination stipulated in Articles 21 and 21-2 of the General Regulations of Sophia University Graduate 

Programs shall be performed to test the student’s academic major and foreign language capabilities. 
2. For a Doctoral Degree applicant, the examination stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall be opened to the public, with the 

name of the applicant, the name of the degree applied for, the subject of the dissertation, the date, time and place of the 
examination, and the names of the members of the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee put up on the University’s 
bulletin board. 

3. The academic major test shall be performed orally and mostly about the thesis/dissertation and a broad range of related 
subjects. 

4. For the foreign language test, an applicant shall select one language for a Master’s Degree, and two languages for a Doctoral 
Degree. 

5. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, an applicant for a Doctoral Degree may select only one language with the approval 
of the Graduate Program Committee. 

6. Notwithstanding Paragraph 4 hereof, an applicant may be exempted from the foreign language test to the extent that the 
Graduate Program Committee deems it unnecessary to conduct such test in view of the type of the degree applied for and the 
characteristics of the thesis/dissertation.  

(Interview) 
Article 14. The confirmation of academic ability (the Interview) as stipulated in Article 6 shall be performed on academic 

major and foreign language capabilities. 
2. For a Doctoral Degree applicant, the Interview stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall be opened to the public, with the 

name of the applicant, the name of the degree applied for, the subject of the dissertation, the date, time and place of the 
Interview, and the names of the members of the Thesis/Dissertation Screening Committee put up on the University’s bulletin 
board. 

3. The Interview on academic major shall be conducted to see if the applicant has the academic ability equivalent to or higher 
than a student who has completed the Doctoral Program of the University’s Graduate Programs and is entitled to receive a 
Doctoral Degree. 

4. For the Interview on foreign languages, an applicant shall select two languages. 
5. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, the applicant may select only one language with the approval of the Graduate 

School Committee. 
6. If an applicant for a Doctoral Degree under Article 6 has been enrolled in the Doctoral Program of the University’s Graduate 

Programs for 3 years or longer, earned the prescribed credits, and received necessary research guidance and left the University, 
the applicant may be exempted from the academic ability confirmation process following deliberation by the Graduate School 
Committee. 

(Screening period) 
Article 15. The screening and examination on a dissertation or the confirmation of the applicant’s academic ability shall be 

completed within 1 year from acceptance of their application for an academic degree. However, for any special reason, the 
said period may be extended following deliberation by the Graduate School Committee. 

2. Any applicant for a Doctoral Degree under Article 5 may not take leave of absence or study abroad during the screening 
period. 

3. The provisions of Paragraphs 1 and 2 hereof shall apply to applicants for a Master’s Degree under Article 7. 
(Screening and reporting by the Graduate program Committee) 
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