This panel explores the evolving methodolog-
ical and conceptual approaches to studying
migration, memory, and everyday life in both
urban and rural Japan. In addition to tradition-
al ethnographic tools, the speakers draw on a
range of contemporary methods of research—
from visual storytelling and digital ethnogra-
phy to filmed interviews, disaster narratives,
and longitudinal fieldwork—to investigate how
migrants articulate their experiences, challeng-
es, and aspirations.

Together, the panel interrogates how method-
ological innovation—visual, digital, and other-
wise—can more effectively capture the fluid,
intersectional, and often invisible dimensions
of migrant life. It also reflects on the ethical and
analytical implications of representing memory,
identity, and social change across diverse geo-
graphic and socio-political contexts in Japan
and beyond.

Organizer
Megha Wadhwa, Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of English Studies/ICC Sophia University

Speakers

Megha Wadhwa, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
Sophia University - Documenting Transna-
tional Belonging: Indian Migrants Through
Hybrid Ethnographic Tools

Julia Gerster, Ph.D., Associate Professor, To-
hoku University - Depicting marginalized
voices in disaster preparedness

Dukin Lim, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Nan-
zan University - Tracing Four Decades of
Change Through Oral Histories: Skilled
Korean Women'’s Migration to Japan

Ruth Achenbach, Ph.D., Senior Researcher,
Goethe University - Moments That Matter:
Using Audiovisual Interviews and Video
Diaries to Trace Migrant Temporalities

Discussant
David H. Slater, Ph.D., Professor, Faculty of
Liberal Arts, Sophia University
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Date: Nov 15 (Sat)

Time: 13:30-16:00

Venue: Room 301, 3F,
building 10, Sophia University
No registration required

In person only

Related project:
“Migration, Memory, and the Art of Storytelling”

Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture:
https://www.icc-sophia.com/
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