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Special Admission Program for Fordham University
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (AY2027/28)

1. About the Institution

Fordham University, one of the highly ranked universities founded in 1841 in New York City, is a Jesuit
University same as Sophia. Fordham has ten schools in three campuses located in Rose Hill, Lincoln
Center and Westchester. The university has approximately 15,000 undergraduate and graduate
students, with 1,200 faculty members.

For more details, please see the website of Fordham Graduate School of Arts and Sciences;
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21263/graduate_school_of_arts_and_sciences

2. About the Program

The agreement between Sophia and Fordham GSAS makes it possible for students applying to the
targeted five programs to be admitted into Fordham GSAS through a simplified admission process
based on the recommendation by Sophia, as long as the students meet the admission requirements
and are successful in the internal selection process with the application fee waiver.

School : Fordham University Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (GSAS)
Entrance Time : Autumn semester 2027 (August 2027)

Targeted Programs :
-Master of Arts in International Political Economy and Development (IPED)

To be completed in 3 semesters
-Master of Arts in Urban Studies (URST) To be completed in 3 semesters
-Master of Arts in Public Media (PMMA) To be completed in 2 semesters + summer session
There are two tracks: Multiplatform Journalism or Strategic Communication
-Master of Science in Humanitarian Studies (MSHS) To be completed in 3 semesters
-Master of Science in Data Science (MSDS) To be completed in 3 semesters

The above timeline assumes that students remain enrolled full time during each semester of study;
make steady and satisfactory academic progress; and do not get delayed by any additional (e.g., ESL)
coursework.

3. Maximum Number of Students to be Recommended by Sophia, Selection Process

IPED 2 / URST 5 / PMMA 2 (one student for each track) / MSHS 4 / MSDS 4

Sophia University will conduct internal selection (document screening and interview), and nominate
successful applicants who have good academic standing in their undergraduate studies and a clear
study plan for the graduate schoolwork.
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4. Qualifications and Requirements
(1) Students who are expected to graduate from Sophia University in March 2027 or September 2027,
or Sophia alumni who are not currently enrolled in any institutions of higher education
(2) A cumulative undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 or higher
(3) English Proficiency: One of the following is required.
-TOEFL iBT tests taken before January 21, 2026 : TOEFL iBT Total 100 or above
-TOEFL iBT tests taken on or after January 21, 2026 : TOEFL iBT Total 5.0 or above
-IELTS overall 7.5 or above
-Duolingo 130 or above
-Depending on the program, higher overall scores or minimum scores for each section, or GRE scores
may be required. Be sure to meet all requirements when applying to the target graduate school.
-Students in the Faculty of Liberal Arts, SPSF, and Green Science / Green Engineering, where degrees can
be obtained in English, are exempt from providing proof of English proficiency.
-For PMMA: English language proficiency is of particular importance in this program and the program
reserves the right to refuse admission to a student whose work samples does not demonstrate sufficient

English proficiency, even if the minimum testing requirements are met.

5. Application Documents for Internal Selection [(1) and (5) must be typed.]
(1) Application form for Special Admission Program (provided by Sophia)
(2) Recommendation letter from a full-time faculty member at Sophia University
Note: The letter must be submitted for each program, when applying to multiple programs.
(3) One copy of the latest transcript (downloaded from Loyola) / Official Transcript for graduates
Note: Applicants who transferred to Sophia University from another institution are also required to
submit an official transcript from their previous university.
(4) Proof of the language proficiency scores: TOEFL or IELTS or Duolingo Score Report
Note: -A copy of the Test Taker Score Report/Test Report Form obtainable from My Page is also
acceptable.
-TOEFL iBT® MyBest™ scores and IELTS One Skill Retake scores are not accepted.
-If there are specific requirements for each test set by the target graduate school, be sure
to carefully check them when applying and submit your application accordingly.
(5) Statement of Purpose in English (about 500 words)
-Please note that the documents required for the internal selection are as listed above; however,
passing the internal selection does not guarantee your eligibility to apply to the target graduate
school. When applying to graduate school, be sure to check the most up-to-date official
information yourself, prepare all hecessary requirements and application documents, and
submit them by the designated deadline.
-Applicants expecting to graduate in September may be required to submit a certificate of expected

graduation in addition to the required application documents and to submit a Certificate of
Graduation once they obtain the Diploma.
-Please note that all applicants from outside the United States are required to submit “Course-by-
course Evaluation” from outside agencies as a part of the application documents. Fordham will accept
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evaluations from World Education Services (WES) or Educational Credential Evaluators (ECE).
For FAQ, refer to GSAS Admissions FAQ | Fordham Graduate School of Arts and Sciences

6. Application Schedule

September 1 (Tue.)- 3 (Thu.) 15: 30 JST, 2026

No submission after the above deadline will be accepted.

-Prepare all the necessary documents listed in "5. Application
Documents" in PDF format, attach them to an email, and
send them to outbound-co@sophia.ac.jp .

-Regarding letters of recommendation from faculty members,
if the faculty member does not wish to disclose the content
to the applicant, it is also possible for the faculty member to
send the recommendation directly to the Center for Global
Education and Discovery via email. In that case, please notify
us in advance.

September 24, 2026 (Thu.) 10:30-14:00 or

September 25 (Fri.) 15:00-16:00

-The interview will be conducted on one of the above dates
and times. We kindly ask that you keep your schedule
available.

-Details regarding the interview format will be provided at a
later date.

Internal Application Deadline

Document Screening/ Interview

Notification of the result of internal
) Mid October 2026
selection

Mid October ~

-Applicants who passed the internal selection will be
nominated to Fordham University by Sophia University.
documents Applicants must prepare and submit the required application
documents to Fordham by themselves.

(Application fee will be waived)

Preparation for Fordham application

Deadline to submit application to

Fordham January, 2027

Notification of the final result from

After March 2027

Fordham

- We do not accept applications after the application deadline, or applications submitted by anyone other than the
applicant for any reason. If you have special circumstances, please consult the Center for Global Education and
Discovery in advance.

- Changes to the application process will be noticed on Web Piloti and My Sophia.

- No changes to preferences will be accepted after the submission of the application.

- The Center for Global Education and Discovery cannot respond to any inquiries regarding the selection process or

result.

7. Tuition and Fees

(1) Application Fee ($80) will be exempted for Sophia students.
Students need to finance the tuition and fees to Fordham on their own. The per credit tuition rate
will be discounted by 20% based on the agreement, however, ESL courses would not be
applicable. General and technology fees are not discounted and are applied each fall and spring
semester. Other financial aids from Fordham would not be available.

(2) For details of tuition and fees, please see the following website:
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21270/gsas_admissions/2395/gsas_tuition_and_fees
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(3) For details of financial aid, please see the following website:
https://www.fordham.edu/student-financial-services/graduate-financial-aid/

8. Application Email Submission Address
Sophia University, Center for Global Education and Discovery
outbound-co@sophia.ac.jp

9. Contact

Center for Global Education and Discovery (1st floor of Building No.2)
TEL: 03-3238-3521

Email: outbound-co@sophia.ac.jp

<Policy on use of personal information>

1) Center for Global Education and Discovery will not use the personal information on the application forms for any
purpose other than the internal selection and necessary procedures for the admission program.

2) Sophia University will use the information of submitted language proficiency scores for the internal selection and as
basic data to improve language education at Sophia University.

3) Center for Global Education and Discovery will dispose of the application documents of the unsuccessful applicants
within 6 months of the application selection.
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