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Special Admission Program for
Teachers College, Columbia University (AY2027/28)

1. About the Institution

Teachers College (TC), Columbia University, located in New York City, is the first and largest
graduate school of education in the United States, and perennially ranked among one of the
nation's best universities. It offers more than 100 programs not only in education, but also
health and psychology, attracting more than 5,000 students from all over the world.

2. About the Program

Based on the partnership with Teachers College, Sophia University will recommend to TC the
Sophia students who meet all the standard admission requirements set by TC and are
successful in the internal selection process with the application fee waiver. Depending on the
programs, applicants might also be able to receive the result of admission earlier than their
regular admission process.

Start of the program: Autumn semester 2027 (Early September 2027)
Programs: All programs
Applicants can select any program of TC to apply.
Please see the following website for details of each program.
https://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/programs-search/

3. Number of students, Selection Process

There is no limit to the number of students Sophia can recommend to TC. Sophia University will
conduct internal selection (document screening and interview) and nominate successful
applicants who have good academic standing in their undergraduate studies and a clear study
plan for the graduate schoolwork.

4. Qualifications and Requirements
(1) Students who are expected to graduate from Sophia University in March 2027 or September

2027, or Sophia alumni who are not currently enrolled in any institutions of higher education

(Applications are also open to graduate students and Sophia alumni). The approximate Grade

Point Average of 3.0 or above at undergraduate level is necessary for applying.

Note: In the case of students expected to graduate from Sophia University in March or September
2027, as well as alumni within one year of graduation, their study or work experiences may
be considered when the program or studies they wish to pursue at a partner institution is
related to their previous experiences.

(2) English Proficiency: One of the following is required.
-TOEFL iBT tests taken before January 21, 2026 : TOEFL iBT Total 100 or above
-TOEFL iBT tests taken on or after January 21, 2026 : TOEFL iBT Total 5.0 or above
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-IELTS overall 7.0 or above

Note: Depending on the program, higher overall scores or minimum scores for each section, or GRE
scores may be required. Be sure to meet all requirements when applying to the target
graduate school.

5. Application Documents for Internal Selection [(1) and (5) must be typed.]
(1) Application form for Special Admission Program (provided by Sophia)
(2) Recommendation Letter from a full-time faculty member at Sophia University
Note: The letter must be submitted for each program, when applying to multiple programs.
(3) Copy of the latest transcript (downloaded from Loyola) /Official Transcript for graduates
Note: Applicants who transferred to Sophia University from another institution are also required
to submit an official transcript from their previous university.
(4) Proof of the language proficiency scores: TOEFL or IELTS Official Score Report
Note: -A copy of the Test Taker Score Report/Test Report Form obtainable from My Page is also
acceptable.
-TOEFL iBT® MyBest™ scores and IELTS One Skill Retake scores are not accepted.
-If there are specific requirements for each test set by the target graduate school, be sure
to carefully check them when applying and submit your application accordingly.
(5) 2-3 pages Statement of Intent in English
-Please note that the documents required for the internal selection are as listed above; however,
passing the internal selection does not guarantee your eligibility to apply to the target graduate

school. When applying to graduate school, be sure to check the most up-to-date official

information yourself, prepare all necessary requirements and application documents,

and submit them by the designated deadline.

-Applicants expecting to graduate in September may be required to submit a Certificate of
Expected Graduation.

-Please note that all applicants from outside the United States are required to submit “Course-
by-course Evaluation” from outside agencies as a part of the application documents. TC will
accept evaluations from World Education Services (WES) or Educational Credential Evaluators
(ECE).

-Supplemental Application Requirements and Deadlines for Each Program
https://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/programs-search/

-Application Information for International Students, Course-by-course evaluation information
https://www.tc.columbia.edu/admission/how-to-apply/international-applicants/
6. Application Schedule

September 1 (Tue.)- 3 (Thu.) 15: 30 JST, 2026 *No exceptions

Internal Application ) ) o
-Prepare all the necessary documents listed in "5. Application

Deadline

Documents" in PDF format, attach them to an email, and send
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them to outbound-co@sophia.ac.jp.

-Regarding letters of recommendation from faculty members, if
the faculty member does not wish to disclose the content to the
applicant, it is also possible for the faculty member to send the
recommendation directly to the Center for Global Education and
Discovery via email. In that case, please notify us in advance.
September 24, 2026 (Thu) 10:30-14:00 or

September 25 (Fri) 15:00-16:00

Document Screening/ | -The interview will be conducted on one of the above dates and

Interview times. We kindly ask that you keep your schedule available.
-Details regarding the interview format will be provided at a later
date.

Notification of the result .
) ) Mid October, 2026
of internal selection

Mid October to Early January

] Applicants who passed the internal selection will be nominated to
Preparation for TC ) ) ) ) )
o TC by Sophia University. Applicants must prepare and submit the
application documents ) o
required application documents to TC by themselves.

(Application fee will be waived)

Deadline to submit and December 1, 2026 - early January 2027
complete application to Depending on the program. Check the website for details.
TC https://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/programs-search/

Notification of the final

Depending on the program

result from TC

- We do not accept applications after the application deadline, or applications submitted by anyone other than
the applicant for any reason. If you have special circumstances, please consult the Center for Global Education
and Discovery in advance.

- Changes to the application process will be noticed on Web Piloti and My Sophia.

- No changes to preferences will be accepted after the submission of the application.

- The Center for Global Education and Discovery cannot respond to any inquiries regarding the selection process

or result.

7. Tuition and Fees/Financial Aid

(1) Students need to finance the tuition and fees to Teachers College on their own.
The Application Fee (currently $75) will be exempted for students nominated by Sophia.

(2) For details of tuition fees, please see the following website:
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/admissions/tuition-and-fees/

(3) For details of financial aid, please see the following website:
https://www.tc.columbia.edu/admissions/financial-aid/

8. Application Email Submission Address
Sophia University, Center for Global Education and Discovery
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outbound-co@sophia.ac.jp

9. Contact

Center for Global Education and Discovery (1st floor of Building No.2)
TEL: 03-3238-3521

Email: outbound-co@sophia.ac.jp

10. Teachers College — Contact Information & Event Details
o After passing the internal screening at Sophia University, you may contact the TC admissions
office directly regarding your application to TC (admission@tc.columbia.edu)
-Please make sure to mention that you have passed the internal screening under
Sophia University's Special Admission Program for Overseas Graduate Schools.

e TC hosts a variety of events for prospective students.
(Recordings from the past events are also available)
Please refer to the following link for details:
Events | Admission & Aid | Teachers College, Columbia University

<Policy on use of personal information>

1) Center for Global Education and Discovery will not use the personal information on the application forms for
any purpose other than the internal selection and necessary procedures for the admission program.

2) Sophia University will use the information of submitted language proficiency scores for the internal selection
and as basic data to improve language education at Sophia University.

3) Center for Global Education and Discovery will dispose of the application documents of the unsuccessful
applicants within 6 months of the application selection.
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