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Contemporary Japanese Culture & Society
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Blended: On Demand and Real-time combined (see * mark on
Course Description and calendar below for specific Real-time class
dates).

This course introduces students to a contemporary view of Japanese
culture and society from the perspectives of pop culture, intercultural
communications, media, business, and the environment.

The course is taught by four instructors who will focus on the

following subtopics:

1. ¢Japanese Popular Culture: Understanding contemporary
Japanese society through the lens of Japanese music, television
dramas, social media, and other cultural phenomena.

2. Japanese Corporate Culture and Media: Focus on corporate
management and culture, media and cultural industry, and
strategic communication in Japan.

3. Japanese Postwar Politics and Protests: A brief historical
overview of Japan with a focus on the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s
and the ANPO-protests and recent protests against nuclear
power.

4. Japanese Technological Popular Culture: This section of the
course will familiarize students with the historical and socio-
cultural context of technology in Japan, focusing particularly on
the popular culture figures and the actual machinery of
communicating humanoid robots.

#¢ These sections of the course will be taught using a blended
approach meaning that lessons will include an on-demand
video lecture AND an optional live Zoom session that starts 1
hour after the beginning of the class period (you watch the
video for 1 hour at the start of the class period then
immediately join the Zoom to take part in the live discussion.
Students opting to NOT join the Zoom discussion will be
given additional online work in substitution.).

Please enroll yourself on the Moodle page of this course to find the
Zoom URL and further information about the course.

Students will gain an understanding of Japanese history, popular
culture, corporate culture, and popular media from various




academic approaches.

=SYelTen=ls MWelg ' FelUIS(s[SHI Students will be expected to:

of class e Watch the video lectures.
e Write regular reaction papers.
e Participate in online discussions using the Moodle forum

function.

Course Materials Links to on-demand lectures, online forum discussions, and readings

Evaluation (Attendance,

Class participation, in-
class assignments, final
exam, quizzes, etc.)

Class schedule

will be available on Moodle.

HERR
/ Attendance

percentage (30) % Four absences is an
automatic “Fail”

YT 03 R—iN—
/ Reaction papers

required

percentage (45) % Daily reaction papers

& LKR—F/ Final

Report (ifz8)

€SSay exam

percentage (25) % There will be a final in-class

See calendar below.

*Course format, evaluation methods and class schedule may be subject to change.
January 10, 2023 — January 30, 2023
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X These sections of the course will be taught using a blended approach meaning that lessons will
include an on-demand video lecture AND an optional live Zoom session that starts 1 hour after the
beginning of the class period (you watch the video for 1 hour at the start of the class period then
immediately join the Zoom to take part in the live discussion. Students opting to NOT join the Zoom

discussion will be given additional online work in substitution.).



