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Mission

This Institute was established by the late Father Johannes Laures on February 5, 1939,
the anniversary of the martyrdom of 26 Japanese saints, for the purpose of research
on the history of Christian missions in Japan, cultural exchange between Japan and
Europe in conjunction with missionary work, and for widerange diffusion of such
knowledge and results.

Activities

Kirishitan Bunko is a world-famous center for the collection, study, and publication of
materials on early East-West relations and Christian missionary activities in Japan and
Asia. The Kirishitan Bunko collection includes about 15,900 volumes, including books,
documents, maps, materials published in Europe in the 16th and 17th centuries, Roman
Catholic Church publications from the Meiji period, Petitiean editions, and other related
materials. In recent years a Japanesegovernment grant has provided funding for the
release of an internet version of the third edition of “Kirishitan Bunko” bibliography and
a virtual library of the Kirishitan Bunko Library rare book collection (Laures Kirishitan
Bunko Rare Book Database and Virtual Library).
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AVRITAER:

No.342, Phum Treang, Sangkat Slorkram, Siem Reap City, 171201
CAMBODIA

Tel./Fax. +855-63-964-267

Mission

The Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development deals with (nearby)
areas in Asia, and there, by forging bonds of amity with local people it conducts activities
as the Sophia Mission (activities of international service). The institute has been serving
in Cambodia, and it has been involved in tasks that do not ignore people in distress. By
displaying as its axiom of global service the fact that the conservation and restoration of
Angkor Wat should be carried out by the Cambodians for the Cambodians, the institute
has since 1991 created a curriculum at the site of the monuments, and for the past 30
years it has been involved in human resource development at the site.

Activities

1) The Hub of our Human Resource Development: We went to Cambodia in the midst of the civil
war and in 1996 we have established a center focusing on research and human resource
development at the site, which happened to be the only such center in Japan. We then involved
ourselves in the development of human resources among the local people, and assisted the
Cambodians in reclaiming their courage and hope. We have conducted each summer training
sessions for students of the faculties of Archaeology and Architecture of the Royal University
of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh, at the site of the Banteay Kdei monument and the Western
Causeway of Angkor Wat. As of now 18 students have acquired degrees at our university’ s
graduate school (with 11 obtaining master’ s degrees and 7 obtaining doctoral degrees).

2) The Hub of our International Exchange Activities with Countries of Asia: Every year in
summer ‘Tree Shade’ lectures are held as a student exchange activity between Japan and
Cambodia, and our ‘Mekong Cultural Heritage Project Related to 5 Nations of Southeast
Asia’ of 2014, began anew in 2017 asa ‘Project for Exchanges Concerning Focal Points, with
reference to the Cultural Heritage in the 10 nations of ASEAN.” Here we convened experts
associated with the conservation and restoration of cultural heritage from the 10 nations of
ASEAN, and organized workshops to discuss the preservation and renovation of their cultural
assets.

3) Exchanges with the Local People at the site of the Monuments: From 2011, we established the

‘Sophia Angkor Center for Cultural Heritage Education” at the site of the Banteay Kdei
monument. At this facility, every year in summer, site excursions, visits, and slide projections of
cultural heritage are conducted for the elementary and middle school students of the vicinity,
in order to enable them to get familiar with the Angkor Wat ruins.
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History

The Institute of Grief Care was established as Japan's first institute dealing with this
subject in April 2009 in Amagasaki City, Hyogo Prefecture, in April 2010 it becomes an
institution of Sophia University. The Institute’s activities include professional training for
grief care counselors. The Institute’s activities began following a major accident on the
Fukuchiyama rail line. The activities of the institute have been supported by a grant from
the JR WEST Relief Foundation, and from 2014, the Institute receives the contribution
from other support groups.

Activities

e Research in Grief Care and Spiritual Care

¢ Professional training course for Grief Care practitioners

e Public Lecture series in Tokyo & Osaka ( 2series a year)

* Activities commissioned by local governments

¢ Publications, including Grief Care a journal of the institute
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Sophia University Institute of Bioethics
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Mission

The Institute of Bioethics (SUIBE) was established in April 2010 based on
the Sophia University philosophy, namely “Christian humanism” and “human
dignity.” SUIBE is to develop and deepen research on bioethics, integrating the
academic fields of the human sciences, social sciences and natural sciences.

The study of bioethics was started in the U.S.A. The field developed in response
to the rapid development of advanced medical technology and has now come to
focus on problems in research on the human embryo, human substances, and
genome biology. However, bioethics also includes the study of more fundamental
ethical concerns related to the meaning of human life. SUIBE considers not only
the problems of medical science research and medical ethics, such issues as
mental health, reproductive technology, terminal care, and organ transplants, but
also medical welfare issues such as access to health care, protection and care of
children, the aged, and the disabled.

Activities

SUIBE holds a public symposium several times a year, and sponsors research
meetings for its members, and works with Japanese and international partners to
publish research results and to make those results available to the general public,
and to offer advice for policy makers.
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History

Monumenta Nijpponica was founded in 1938 as a peer-reviewed journal at the
initiative of Johannes B. Kraus, S.J. (1892-1946), professor of economics at
Sophia, who served as the journal’s first editor. As one of the oldest English-
language academic journals in the field of Asian studies, MN provides a forum for
the exchange of ideas and presentation of recent research on Japan. The journal
thus welcomes contributions representing diverse disciplinary perspectives and
dealing with all periods, from ancient to modern times. Following a long-standing
tradition, MN also maintains its commitment to providing a platform for translations
of Japanese literary and historical sources and texts. As of 2020, several hundred
such translations have appeared in the journal. For an in-depth history of MN, see
Monumenta Nijpponica. Eighty Years and Counting, available as a POF on the MN
website.

Activities

Published twice a year, Monumenta Nipponica carries original scholarly
contributions on Japanese history, literature, art, religion, thought, and society,
as well as translations of important Japanese literary texts and historical sources.
As of 2020, seventy-five volumes have come out, and each issue generally carries
twenty authoritative reviews of recent books on Japan. From volume 60 (2005),
the journal has been available online through Project MUSE. The complete run of
back issues is available online, with a five-year moving wall, through JSTOR. MN
is indexed by Arts and Humanities Citation Index, Bibliography of Asian Studies,
CNKI Scholar, ERIH PLUS, Historical Abstracts, Index to the Study of Religions
Online, MLA International Bibliography, and Scopus.
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Mission

The institute was established on October 1, 2009, as one of the centennial projects
of Sophia University, and in commemoration of the outstanding achievements of Dr.
Jun-ichi Nishizawa. The institute will lead research in related fields of semiconductor
electronics, basic electronics, and basic physical properties and thereby fulfill its
mission of contributing to the academic and cultural development in Japan.

Activities

The Semiconductor Research Institute aims to develop innovative next-generation
semiconductor technologies that can contribute to the construction of a sustainable
society, mainly through activity of semiconductor researchers in the Faculty of
Science and Technology of Sophia University. Currently, we are mainly supporting a
joint research project with a company, "Research on nanocolumn laser devices," in
collaboration with the Nanotechnology Research Center (Project Research Division,
Director: Prof. K. Kishino). The nanocolumns, which are the core of this theme, are
a technology developed by Sophia University, and the research is being conducted
to overcome the technical challenges faced by nitride semiconductors through the
nanocrystal effect and to realize new energy- and environment-friendly devices.
In addition, the Semiconductor Research Institute plays an important role as a
base for establishing an efficient research collaboration between semiconductor
researchers in the Faculty of Science and Engineering of Sophia University and
outside the university, in cooperation with the Photonics Research Center (Project
Research Division, Director: Prof. A. Kikuchi).



EXBAGRIETERT

Sophia Institute of International Relations

HEBN

[E BB AR B ZE T 2, ERE BRI FE 2l T 70— W LR U 51 Bt S o0~
MEFERIZHF G35 LB AP BT L ERRBIRIIFEOHL L LT RS T O
L HE KON LITETH LA BNELT 2015 TAIHICRR L SN E L 720

EBAE

TR LIRS H AR 5 R 72 FEIBSBIARIC T i % 8 & 00 BUh - R8I 40 4 (RBETE
w2, EINA OWFFE R - T 788 & DREmIYISEE L Do, EFRBRICE DD S
TR IE ORI D WTO G BFEZToC 0T, BIERTL T AR 7oy 2y
M NIV EBER T OfEié e HA ] AR O % 2R E LRI | Hh ) £
o F2WFFEHT CILEIRE BRI RIS 2 ik A il 4 - v I — S B L Q0301
BOFEMIZ LT o) T9,

o FTRIC KD IFFE & OB i

o NBIY VRV I A RSSO

o B T —F T R— 8 Z DM RLR DL
o USJT(HKIFZEA > 274 72— ) B 0> & A% B)

1358 1RE103%
Tel.03-3238-4688
http://dept.sophia.ac.jp/is/ir/

Mission

Launched in 2015, Sophia Institute of International Relations (SIIR) seeks to
contribute to peace and development in our globalizing world through advancement
of research and education in the field of international relations.

Activities

SIIR undertakes research projects on a broad range of issues in international
relations, particularly in the fields of security and international political economy.
For this purpose, SIIR seeks to collaborate with research institutes and researchers
throughout Japan and overseas. Ongoing research projects at SIIR include “Japan
and the Crisis of Liberal International Order” and “Human Security and Peace-
Building.” SIIR also holds a number of symposia, seminars, and lectures on
international relations. The details are listed below:

- Research seminars

-Symposia, seminars, and lectures

- Publication of books, working papers, and other research outputs

- Holding seminars at the US-Japan Research Institute (Washington, DC)
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Mission

The Human Resources Center for International Cooperation was established in
July 2015 for the purpose of developing the human resources that would be able to
contribute to the global society embodying the university’ s educational spirit “Men
and Women for Others, with Others.”

Activities

Sophia University is committed to helping students make leading contributions
to the international community. To that end, the university has established
close relationships with the United Nations (UN) and various international aid
organizations, including United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), Asian Development Bank (ADB), African Development Bank
(AfDB), and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and offered training
and educational programs toward the objective of better understanding international
cooperation. Working closely with these agencies as well as our university academic
staff members, the Center strives to support students who are interested in pursuing
international careers.
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Mission

One of the Universal Apostolic Preferences of the Society of Jesus approved by
the Pope, “Walking with the poor, the people excluded from the world, the people
whose human dignity is violated” , based on such philosophy, our goal is to clarify
the issues for those people experiencing inequity and disseminate solutions to
those issues to the world. This aim is consistent with the basis of the SDGs "No one
left behind" adopted by the United Nations. This research institute is co-operated
with Aioi Nissay Dowa Insurance Co., Ltd., to be a new type of industry-academia
collaboration striving for social implementation based on the results of our joint
effort.

Activities

-International comparative study of sports and physical activity on people with
impairments

- Support for victims of major disasters

-Difficulties faced by domestic foreign workers and their families and
countermeasures against them
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