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Intellectual Property
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The Japanese government has announced a national agenda for the promotion of science and
technology and universities have been assigned a central role in the creation, management and
application of new scientific knowledge. As members of society, universities have an important
role to play in increasing national competitiveness and stimulating economic growth through
their research activities in science and technology and the management of the intellectual
property created by such research activities.

On October 1, 2001, Sophia University established “Sophia University Regulations with regard
to new intellectual property.” These regulations defined the rights of individual researchers and
the university with regard to intellectual property created by members of the Sophia faculty in
the course of their research activities and established a committee to review new research and
potential patent applications. In cases where the university decides to make a patent application in
the name of the university, intellectual property rights are managed by the university. As of March
31, 2021, Sophia University had made applications for 229 domestic patents and 83 foreign
patents. And as of March 31, 2021, we have 91 Japanese, 57 foreign patents issued.

Sophia University Intellectual Property Policy

Inaugurated November 1, 2013

Under Sophia University's “Industry-Government-Academia (IGA) Collaboration
Policy” one of our goals is to channel our research results to the betterment of society.
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In line with that policy, we believe it is crucial to create a policy to ensure the smooth

operation of the creation, protection, and use of intellectual property. The “Sophia

University Intellectual Property Policy” is defined as follows.

1. Creation of Intellectual Property

1) We will promote the creation of intellectual property by taking positive measures to
foster the development of human resources and the enrichment of the research
environment.

2) We will promote awareness activities to raise awareness about the importance of
intellectual property.

3) We will stimulate research activities through IGA collaborations, and commit to the
creation of intellectual property.

2. Protection of Intellectual Property

1) We will evaluate, inherit, and acquire the rights to intellectual property originating from
the inventions of corporate employees in the Sophia Corporation. By doing so, we
will take measures to use intellectual property effectively in the industrial sector and
protect the rights.

2) We will handle rewards and license fees, etc. for inventors in order to foster an
intellectual property creation cycle.

3) We will manage inherited intellectual property and periodically reevaluate its value.

3. Use of Intellectual Property

1) In order to put intellectual property to its effective use in industry. we will take measures
for the transfer of technology to industrial use.

2) We will make intellectual property accessible to the public in order to contribute to
society at large.

3) We will make use of results from collaborative research, technology transfer, etc., by
transforming them into resources to improve the research environment and increase
research funds. This, in turn, will lead to the creation of new intellectual property.
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