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（ 3） 2 0 2 2 年（令和 4年） 1 1 月 1 4 日 第 4 6 5 号上 智 大 学 通 信

As I have gotten older, rather than becoming more conservative or nostalgic, 
I am more impatient than ever for positive change. With age, I feel the urgency 
of our collective situation here at Sophia University, a feeling that stems 
from the recognition of the huge potential we have assembled and with which 
we can do so much more. When I entered in 1997, as the youngest member of 
the Faculty of Comparative Culture (比較文化学部), we were a diverse group, 
both teachers and students, many of them talented scholars and enthusiastic 
teachers, loosely organized in ways that left much room for innovation and 
creativity, but probably also some unevenness. I was part of that unevenness, 
unrefi ned in my own scholarly voice, and still trying to get my footing in the 
classroom, maybe with more passion and energy than expertise and sophistication. 
I hugely benefi ted from the time and care my senior colleagues gave me, helping 
when I was lost, showing pathways that I never knew existed. I will always 
be appreciative of the opportunity to work at Sophia, to support myself and 
my family, doing what I loved when I started and love even more today. As 
the Faculty of Liberal Arts,（国際教養学部) we have become a much more organized 
unit, with open hiring of top scholars, fi nely tuned admissions of good students, 
and a stable workplace conducive to productive scholarship and competent 
teaching. In the stability there is comfort, but this is something I have grown 
increasingly ambivalent about.｠ Should we be comfortable? I hope in my remaining 
years I can support my junior colleagues in seeking not just stability but improvement, 
not ease but innovation. I think we are all at our best when we are a bit unsettled 
in ourselves, and disruptive to the environment around us.｠

Staying Unsettled
David H. Slater

（25年永年勤続表彰  スレイター・デビッド）
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